
Th~ 'Roo~t 

VOLUME: 9, ISSUE 2 

IRVINGTON 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
OFFICERS: 
2{107· 2G08 
President: j\ndy Lyons 
Vice Presidents: 
Bru:be Crowley 
Jenn1fet: O'Connell 
Corresponding Secretary: 
Sue Robinson 
Recording Secretary: 
Bt:enda Livingston 
Treasurer: John Ryan 
H istorian: Pete:r Oley 
Curator: Barbru:a Sciulli 
Trustees: 
Jane Bet:ger 
Tom Cecet:e 
Bru:be Crowley 
~1aw:een DePaoli 
Veronica Gedrich 
Frank Gilligan 
Brenda Livingston 
Joan Lobdell 
Joe Lombru:di 
Andy Lyons 
Sue J\1aley 
Laurie :\fcGuire 
Jennifer O'Connell 
Peter Oley, Ex-officio 
Susan Rubinsun 
John Ryan 
Walter Schwartz 
Bru:bru:a Sciulli, Ex-officio 
Reina Si11ni 
Juan Snell 
:\lary T oomy 
\Valter Schwartz 
Eric Weiselbe:rg 
Betsy Wilson, Ex-officio 
Doug Wilsun 
Rob YaSttlSac 

'-iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii_~' 

IRVINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY F ALL 2 008 

Letter from the President 

Dear Members: 
We have just begun our 2008

2009 membership drive, and your 
membership invitation should have 
arrived in the mail. Please take a mo
ment and renew your membership. 
Your support is so important to us. 
We really could not exist without you 
and thank you for your past support. 

Hoping you have enjoyed 
some of our many programs, events 
and exhibits, we have a lot planned for 
you this fall and \vinter. On October 
19, we are hosting Irvington resident, 
Dr. Jan Ramire7., Chief Curator of Col
lections for the N ational 9/1 1 Memo
rial and Museum. The program, "A 
P review of the Making of a Memorial 
Museum at Ground Zero" will feature 
a lecture and visual presentation that 
you won't want to miss. 

On Slmday, November 2, the 
Historical Society is hosting a fundrais
ing event, an Old Fashioned Pie Bak
ing Contest. Enter to win world ac
claim (OK, Irvington acclaim) with 
your best pie recipe and have fun sup
porting the Historical Society. 

Weare also sponsoring two 
great children's programs this fall. On 
Saturday October 18, "A History of 
SiQ1l LanQUaQ:e" and on November 8, 

b b ~ 

"Meet Ben Franklin" where children 
can learn about his experiments and 
his role in American History. 

At our Arumai Membership 
Meeting, Friday, N ovember 21, we will 
present a special program, "A Conver
sation with Eileen Fisher." Please 

make plans to attend this unique discus
S1On . 

Peters Oley's exhibit, "Those 
\\lho Served" will run through the holi
days until the end of December. This has 
been our most visited exhibit ye t. It's a 
wonderful exhibit that evokes the p ride 
of service to our country and apprecia
tion of those who served. Please bring 
your family to visit this rema1'kable ex
hibit over the holidays. 

We dearly miss Peter Oley. He 
became ill in May, and has been recover
ing at home. His energy, leadership, wis
dom and his wealth of knowledge, which 
we all rely on, is sorely missed. We all 
wish him well and a speedy recovery. 

All of these events are possible 
because of you, and your support of the 
Irvington H istorical Society. On behalf 
of all of the ttustees of the Society, thank 
you again for your support. 

A Jl{fy .yom 
President ofthe Board ofTrustm 
IrIJtllgtoll Histartfal S oeicly 
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Spring and Summer Events 
at the Historical Society 

House Tour-Murray 
Griff111 Estate 

Home owner Caroline Niemczyk 
and Ruth Neuwirth. 

Tour visitors at the mansion house. 

Refreshments are served at 
the histonc barn. 

Board member Doug Wilson shares the 
history of the Odell Tavem. 

Board member Reina Sinni and 
her daughter. 

Reception for "Those Who Served" Exhibit 

,. ., 

Viewing the exhibit at the ~1cVickar House. Presentation of gift to Village Historian, Peter Oley. 

Member 1\fary Jan e D 'Arrigo, His
tonan Peter O ley and Board Pt'esi
dent Andy Lyons . 

Curator Barbara Sciulli, Charlotte Ly
011S and Board member Rob Yasinsac. 
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Board pl:esident j\ndy Lyons 
with daughter Mo. 
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John J. Dinan~ H ero 

"Those \Vho Served" the curren t 
exhibit at the Mc Vickar house has been well 
attended. l\1any visitors return with family 
and friends. 

They often bru.lg photos or memora
bilia that is added to the exhibit and to dIe 
Society's collections. This exhibit has been a 
rich resource of material and information for 
the Society. 

One particularly poignan t collection 
was the research material concerning ] OM ] . 
Dinan, and copies of the petitions for a dis
ability pension for J OM Dinan, his father, 
January 5,1911. These two excerpts from 
the Tarrytown Press Record tell Dinan's 
story. 

Tarrytown Press Record 

Sept.2, 1898 


John ] . Dinan, H ero. 


John ]. Dinan, hero, ofthe 71S1 Regiment, 
N. Y T/, who died in the detention hOJjital at M on
tauk Point wasJormerfy a reszdent of thzJ·place. 
His father lVas gardenerJor E. C Gregory. Y oung 
Dinan was in hZJ' 19tbyear, having been born Feb
ruary 23, 1880. Before the war he was emplqyed fry 
Park & Tzlford, in N ew York City, where he was 
2veliliked, and had alreatjy in a bn'efemployment 
secured promotion. He enlisted in Compa,!), M un
der Captain Rafferty, andparticipated in the wild 
charge ofthe compa'!J up the 5an Juan H ill He 
was a fine built y otmg man and a picture ofhealth 
when he startedJor Cuba. He was sick bifOre he 
started for home and st!lfered the tortures ofthe 
transport ship, upon which there was no foo d suitable 

Jor sick men or convalescents. He was taken ashore 
and to the hospital ofA10ntauk Point where he died 
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5aturdqy last. Captain Rafferry sqys he died of 
stanJation. The surgeons put it more mildfy. Thty 
sqy he died oflack ofnutrition. Young Dinan's 
mother died about threeyears ago, but he leaves sur
viving him a szster who zs about 16years ifage and 
resides in New York. Arrangements are being 
made to haveyoung Dinan 's bocJy removedfrom 
Montauk Point and hal)e a public f uneral in 
Irvington, cifter which Dinan will be buried beside 
his mother in the cemetery in H astings. The people 
ofIrvington could do no better thing than thiJ-. It 
wtll be a credit to theirpatn'otiJ'm, and show their 
regard for a dead hero who was born in their milage 
and educated in theirpublic schools. 

Tariytowll Press Record 

Sep t. 23, 1898 


The funeral ofJohn ]. Dinan a pn'vate in 
Comparry F ifthe 71st New York Regiment was 
held todqy at Church ofthe Immaculate Conception, 
conducted fry the Rev. Joseph H . H qytte. Dinan 
was the onfy man to enlzst in the 71 st Regimentfrom 
Irvington, and as he was popular in the milage, his 
death was the cause ifmuch regret, and almost the 
whole village sttspended busines.rfor the dqy ifhzs 
funeraL The (hurch lVas crowded to the doors. Bur
ial wzth mtlztary honors was at St. Joseph 's Ceme
tery, Yonkers. Messrs. Joseph Fallon andJohn 
Kelfy, f n'mds ifthe deceased, deserve great creditfor 
raising monty and making the arrangements. 

We invite you to revisit the McVickar 
house and see the changes. "Those \Vho 
Served" will close Jan. 3, 2009. 
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Curator\~ Corner 
By Barbara SciuHi 
The collections grow steadily and often in surprising ways. Here are some recent additions: 

A commemorative medal and ribbon of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners 0 f Ame1-1ca, Local Union, 
No. 149, Irvington, N ew York. 

A folded packet of postcards of Annie E. Poth Home, For Tired Mothers, 
Convalescents, and Aged of the Companions of the Forest of America. 
(11adam Walker's Villa LeWaro) . 

A copy of a letter from Cyrus \\1. Field, Palace Hotel, Buckingham Gate, London, 
December 9, 1862 to Robert Woodward concerning a purchase of rifles for the 
Union Army. 

A two volume set of books, "The Hudson Fulton Celebration 1909, 4th annual report of 
the Hudson Fulton Celebration Committee to the Legislature of the State of New 
York. 

A collection of adult and children's clothing, 1890-1930. 
This hat, modeled by Board member Joan Lobdell, was made 
from a Victorian dress that had been taken apart and 
recycled to make and decorate other apparel. 

A folder of research material with the obituary ofJohn]. Dinan, Hero, Sept.2, 1898 and 
copies of the petitions for a disabili ty pension for John Dinan, his father, J an.5, 1911. 

Shards found at the Earth Day clean-up of Barney Brook at South 
Buckhout Street. 

A large gap in Oill collection and the collection of the Irvington Public Library are 
copies of the "Irvington Gazette" 1916. Are there copies stored in some attic or basement? 
Does anyone know if these copies exist? Please let us know. Call 591 -1020 or email 
curator@irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org. W/e look forward to hearing from you. 

I rely on a small group of volunteers to process the material, Joan Lobdell, Susan Robin
son, l\1arion Connick, and Lenore Munigle. We meet Tuesday, 9AM at the lvfcVickar 
House. Please join us. 
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Upcoming Exhibit at the McVickar House 

Frocks, Frills, & Furbelows 

Four hundred years of fashion 


The next exhibit at the I\1cVickar house in January, 2009 will feature cloth
ing, hats, shoes, and accessories from the extensive collections of the Irvington 
Historical Society. The display will be presented in the Victorian style. 

Here are some of the highlights from the show: 

Gowns from designers of the past and present. 

A bodice from the 18th century: 
with a high waist, full elbow 
length sleeves, rich floral brocade 
fabric and lace. 1920's 1900's 1940's 

Shoes for every occasion. 

Hats and 
bonnets, old, 
new, large & 
small . 

... and accessories, gloves, parasols & 

purses. 

Fans & "The Language of a Fan." 

Furbelows* in many styles. 


*Trimming often on a 19th cen
tury skirt. 
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The Quadricenttennial Celeblfattion 

By Pat Ryan 

In 2009 New York State will mark 
the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson's 
and Samuel de Champlain's voyages along 
the river and lake that bear their names. 

In August of 1609, Hudson, an Eng
lishman hired by the Dutch E ast India Trad
ing Company to fmd a passage to China, 
sailed aboard the ship, the H alve Moon, into 
New York Bay. Thinking he and his crew 
had found what they were looking for, they 
traveled up the river to a point near the site 
of present-day Albany before he was forced 
to turn around. Hudson returned to Eng
land but his voyage established Dutch 
claims to the region and tIle fur trade that 
prospered there. 

In 1608, French navigator and ex
plorer Samuel de Champlain left France 
with three ships and founded the city of 
Quebec. During the summer of 1609, 
Champlain made alliances with the Huron 
and the Algonquin, who lived in the area of 
the St. Lawrence River and helped them in 
their war against the Iroquois. I t was during 
this time that he discovered and explored 
Lake Champlain. The ports along Lake 
Champlain had significant commercial and 
military importance during the 18th and 
19th centuries. 

Hudson's and Champlain's voyages 
laid the groundwork for D utch settlement 
of the Hudson Valley and French settlement 
of the Champlain Valley and Canada. 

N ext year's celebration will also mark 
the 200th anniversary of Robert Fulton 's 
successful steamboat voyage and establish
men t of steam commerce on the Hudson 
River. Fulton, born N ovember 14, 1765, 
was a U.S. engineer and inventor who is 

widely credited with developing the firs t 
commercially successful steamboat. 

One hundred years ago, New York 
launched a Hudson -Fulton celebration that 
lasted from September 25th to October 
11tho The festivities included parades with 
floats designed by the Hudson-Fulton 
Celebration Commission. The parades took 
place in N ew York City and cities north of 
New York on the Hudson River. Also in
cluded in tlle celebration were naval parades 
with vessels from nine countries, including 
53 U.S. naval vessels and fireworks . Build
ings and bridges were illuminated with elec
tric light, and a 63-foot replica of Hudson's 
H alveMoon sailed to New York. 

On October 5th, Irvington partici
pated in a parade of floats that began in 
Hastings and ended in North Tarrytown. 
The Irvington contingent included: H .V.D. 
Black, Marshal accompanied by Aide , the 
United Spanish War Veterans, Board of 
Trustees, Itvington School Children, Work
ingman's Association, Band, Elmsford Fire 
Company a11d tIle Irvington Fire Company. 
The historical characters on tlle floats were 
represented by local participants. 

N ext year, the village of Irvington 
will participate in "Explore N ew York 400" 
the Hudson Fulton Champlain Quadricen
tennial Celebration . 

The Irvington Historical Society will 
mount an exhibit, "Irvington 1909" at the 
}'vIcVickar House. This exhibit will explore 
village life as it was a century ago. Ifyou 
have any items, photos or memorabilia that 
you would be willing to lend to the exhibit, 
please call 591-1020. 
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Congratulations T 0 OUf 

Photo Contest Winners! 
The Irvington His torical Society recendy held its Second Annual Photo Contest. Fifty

eight entries were judged by both a panel of professional photographers and members of the 
public who visited the exhibit at the McVickar House. The winners were announced at a recep
tion held on Sunday, September 28th at the History Center. First place was awarded to Merwin 
Geffen, a longtime Irvington resident, fOf his photo, Halsey Pond. Amy Sherwood's photo
graph ''Past and Present" a view of deer in front of a farmhouse. Amy is a second-time winner 
in the contest. Last year, her photo, "The Skipper of Irvington took third place. TIus year's 
third place winner was Joan Padian for her photo, "Spring View From Ha1f Moon Apartment." 

Framed, signed, limited edition prints of the winning photograph will be offered for sale 
by the Society. 

( I12 ...... v-. ... .... 

Photographs on exhibit at the Me Viekar House 
_ ......... 
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Do You Bake The Best Pie in the World? 


The Irvington Historical Society announces its 

Old=fashioned P ie Contest 


Sunday, November 2, 2008 at 3 p~m~ 


Irvington Middle/ High School Cafeteria 

Entry deadline October 24-, 2008 


http:www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org

