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Mansions, Manses and Memories 
Reminiscences recorded at the Society 's meeting on March 27, 1980 

by Dorothy Hagberg 

Mildred Rutter 

Mildred Rutter came to Irvington in 191 1. She was married to 
Joseph Wood Rutter, whose grandfather, Eliphalet Wood, built 
the mansion at the top of the hill on North Broadway. The Rutters 
had been married a few months, living in an apartment in New 
York City, when Mr. Rutter decided to move into the red brick 
house known as Starrow Cottage on North Broadway, across from 
the Saint Barnabas Church property, where she still resides . Mr. 
Rutter's two maiden sisters lived in the mansion. Mr. Wood bought 
the 100 acres which almost reached back to the Saw Mill River in 
1860. Mrs. Rutter noted that the property was not too wide but 
quite deep. The castle-like mansion was built of native stone quar
ried on the place. At one time Washington Irving 's nieces lived in 
Starrow Cottage. He visited there and wrote about the area, and 
that is why Mr. Wood called his home "Irving Cliff." Mrs. Rutter 
stated that her husband was interested in developing the property, 
but the rest of the family was not. 

Irvington in the years preceding the firs t World War, Mrs. Rutter 
related, was a small village and cars were just starting to replace 
horses. The family on the hill had cows and chickens, but had got
ten rid of the horses. The cows grazed in the pasture at the top of 
Main Street, and the milk was delivered to her every day by the 
cowman. The milk was not pasturized, but they all survived. The 
Rutters had a car and one Sunday on a trip to White Plains, the car 
broke down and since no garage was open on Sundays, they all 
walked home from White Plains where they had to leave the car. 

Mrs. Rutter recalled shopping at Buckley & Raban'sgrocerystore 
at the corner of Main Street and Broadway where the gas station is 
now located. Nellie McBride, a local resident, was cashier. She sat 
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up on a high stool at a desk near the window and could look over to 
the Rutter house. After the Rutter's first child was born, she was 
put out on the piazza in the carriage. Nellie, watching from the win
dow, once phoned the Rutters and told them that the baby, who 
was very active, was hanging over the side of the carriage upside 
down. 

The Rutters attended St. Barnabas Church, and Mrs. Rutter has 
been through ten ministries. Dr. Balcom, a very handsome 
bachelor, was the minister when they first came to Irvington. 

The Rutter children were all scouts. The scout troop was headed 
by Isabel Benjamin, who was a wonderful leader but who did play 
favorites. One was the Rutter's middle daughter, Allison. Miss 
Benjamin wanted her to be an Eagle Scout and, as a project, 
Allison and her father studied about the care of bees. They sent for 
the bees, and when they arrived, Allison was not at home and Mr. 
Rutter was in New York, so Mildred Rutter had to take charge. 
Allison and her father never went near the bees - they were too 
nervous. 

To be "accepted" one waited to be invited to teas or dinner by 
neighbors. The Rutter family was invited to Dr. Blake's house (now 
called Shadow Brook and occupied by the Getz family) for dinner 
on a Sunday. Irving Berlin was also a guest and after dinner, all 
went into the music room where he played the piano and sang. 
Many Sunday afternoon baseball games were played by young and 
old at the Blakes. Other friends of the Rutters were the Eddisons 
who live on Broadway; the Hewitts who live in Ardsley; Hugh Hill 
and F. Trevor Hill who lived on Harriman Road. At the Statham's 
home, now 111 North Broadway, an apartment house, the Rutters 
participated in Saturday afternoon "tennis teas." The whole family 
was invited, they played tennis, and then there was always lots of 
tea and goodies. Once every winter they would be invited by the 
Shephards (Helen Gould) for dinner and a trip to the opera in New 
York City. She recalled that Mrs. Shephard always did jig saw 
puzzles, and that Mr. Shephard played the organ. 

Betty Carter 

Mrs. Carter was married in Hartford in 1920 to Frederic 
Dewhurst Carter and lived in Dobbs Ferry for eight years before 
moving to their home on North Broadway in 1929 because of the 
very good school system in Irvington. Her home was the former 
manse of the Presbyterian Church. The ivy on the house and 
Presbyterian Church is the same ivy that was planted by 
Washington Irving at Sunnsyide. 

She recalled the erection of the monument at the corner of 
Broadway and Sunnyside Lane in 1926 and noted that about 100 
small statues were cast in bronze of Rip Van Winkle similar to the 
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one on the monument. 
In later years she recalled the building of the Tappan Zee Bridge 

and how they felt it would be an eyesore to the area. Many of her 
friends were aware of this feeling, and at the completion of the 
bridge, the Reverend Philip Furst wrote a poem about the beauty of 
the bridge and sent it to the Carters. Mrs. Carter read this poem 
which she treasures very much. 

Betty Carter gave piano lessons for 24 years to many of Irv
ington's young people, one of whom was Michael Carney. 

The Carters neighbors were: to the north Mr. Statham who in
vented the zipper; to the south Madame Walker's residence, 
presently the Annie Poth Home; across Broadway the James Halls, 
now 120 and 140 North Broadway. Mr. Hall later tore down his 
mansion in a revolt against increased taxes. 

As a memorial to Mrs. Carter's husband, Frederic, who played 
the organ for many years at the Presbyterian Church, the carillon 
was installed. Mrs. Carter says she always comes to attention when 
she hears it. 

Kitty Malloch 

Mrs. Archibald Malloch came from Montreal to New York in 
1926. Her husband was at the Academy of Medicine in New York 
and did not want to bring up children in the city so they found a 
house on Dobbs Ferry Road in the unincorporated area of Green
burgh where they lived until 1953 when her husband died. It was a 
ten room house with three acres of ground plus all the animals the 
children had. Since they did not have a garbage pick-up in that 
area, the animals were a great help in disposing of most of it as they 
had goats as well as chickens and rabbits. 

Mrs. Malloch's daughter attended Miss Hall's School in Irv
ington, a private school which was located in Elm Park, now the 
residence of the nuns from the Immaculate Conception School. It 
meant a long drive each day to bring her daughter to school as 
Cyrus Field Road had not been built at that time. One of her 
daughter's friends lived down Fargo Lane where the Kyle School 
for Boys was also located, and Mrs. Malloch moved into a home 
there in 1953 where she still resides. At that time Fargo Lane was 
very narrow with a stone wall on each side of the road. It was 
almost impossible for two cars to pass, and Mrs. Malloch recalls 
hoping each time she drove down the Lane that she would not meet 
another car. 

She also talked about the steamboat landing in Irvington and the 
split-rock in the woods by the reservoir where Washington Irving 
sometimes sat to write. "Oh yes, it's still there," exclaimed Mrs. 
Rutter, " only now it's called 'the drinking rock ,' for the benefit of 
those who know the place as a teenage hangout. 
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Mrs: Malloch said she has been a resident twenty-seven years and 
has enjoyed every minute of her life in Irvington and has made a lot 
of friends. 

"New School Building" 

On March 31, 1913, the New School Building, now called the 
Middle School on Main Street, was dedicated. Ewing and Chappell 
were the architects for the building and those serving on the Board 
at that time were: Evan J. Smith, M.D., President; John F. Plum
mer, Secretary; William R. Westcott; James F. Reynolds; Robert 
G. Abercrombie. Fred J. Bierce was the school principal. 

Quite a lengthy program was planned for that day with Dr. 
Daniel Russell giving the invocation and Rev. T. J. Early the 
benediction. 

Dr. Smith, father of the late Chesley E. Smith, M.D., accepted 
the building. 

The dedication address was given by Mr. Henry Suzzallo from 
Columbia University with two additional speeches by Dr. Charles 
F. Wheelock, Second Assistant Commissioner of Education of the 
State of New York, and Dr. Charles E. Gorton, Superintendent of 
Yonkers Schools. 

A male quartet from St. Barnabas choir sang two selections, 
"Woodland Roses" and "Lullaby." Irving Taylor was firs t tenor, 
Everett Maclachlan, second tenor, James Maclachlan, first bass, 
and Peter Soetemon, second bass. 

On June 23, 1913, the first senior class graduated. There were 
nine in this class, only one of whom was a young man, Richard 
Duff. 

There are three surviving members of that class, namely: Miss 
Mary E. Tewey, living on Irvington's Main Street, Mrs. Margaret 
Creighton Robertson, who recently moved to California to live 
with her niece, and Miss Sarah Kittle, now residing in Dobbs Ferry. 

- A.M. Warnock 



A Brief Resume of the Gorey Family History 

by Peter A. Gorey 

My father, Thomas Gorey was born November 11, 1846, in West 
Meath, Ireland, and emigrated with his parents to the United States 
as a young man. They settled in the vicinity of Clinton Avenue, Irv
ington. 

Andrew Gorey, my grandfather was superintendent of Nevis, the 
Alexander Hamilton estate on South Broadway, later the Schuyler 
property now owned by Columbia University. 

Thomas Gorey was a building contractor and built several man
sions in Irvington; the White house on South Broadway where the 
Cedar Hill apartments are now - 35 South Broadway; the Dunham 
house and Burnham house at 14 South Broadway. He was a 
bricklayer, plasterer, cement wo!"ker , stonecutter and mason by 
trade. He told me that he and Martin Hanley of South Eckar Street 
cut all the stone on the premises that was used on the facade of the 
Presybterian Church on North Broadway; also that a mason, in 
placing a cut stone at the top oval peak of the church fell from the 
scaffold and was killed. 

In 1870 my father bought a piece of land, 50' x 100', on North 
Ferris Street and built a house for his parents, never expecting to 
marry. However, when he was 55 years of age, he married Mary 
Loughram, my mother, a young Irish lass from Mullingar, Ireland, 
who lived in New York City and was in America just a short time. 
They had five children, four boys and a girl named Mary. My 
brother Andrew died young while the other four survived. 

When America entered the first World War in 1917, my brother 
Tom and I joined the Army and saw extensive service in France and 
England and I was decorated. In 1942 I again became patriotic and 
joined the Armed Forces in World War II and served in the 
Southwest Pacific, Solomon Islands, hopping from one island to 
the next, building landing strips for fighter planes to take off after 
the enemy and then return and land. I was with the 58th Battalion 
Seabees until wounded and hospitalized moving from Guadalcanal 
to Auckland, New Zealand, Mobile Hospital No.6 . 

I was born September 12, 1898, at 11 North Ferris Street, 82 
years ago, and still live in the same house, leaving twice to serve my 
country and then return. My good mother hung out the Stars and 
Stripes when my brother Tom and I left to serve in World War I 
and I continue to hang out that same old American flag although it 
has only the original 48 stars. I hope to continue to hang out my 
mother's flag until I answer the "last roll call." 
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I have been an active member of the Irvington Fire Department 
for 56 years and am now on inactive service. 

I served the village as a police officer for 32 years - 1927-1959 
- retiring June 1, 1959, as a sergeant. The most outstanding event 
was the slaying of Officer George E. Duggan by a crazed gunman 
Sunday afternoon about 4:10 p.m., March 3, 1929, on South 
Broadway and Harriman Road. The news spread fast and the 
whole town was in turmoil. The nearby villages were immediately 
notified of this tragedy; however, the gunman got through our net 
of the county and New York City. When Officer Duggan was being 
"laid to rest," word was received from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
of the violent end of Joe Gardner, the gunman. Gardner had at
tempted to hold up the desk clerk at the Dauphin Hotel in Harris
burg. Police were notified and entered the hotel, taking their posi
tions behind the wide white columns of the hotel lobby. Gardner 
fired five shots at the police and then jumped into the elevator and 
shot himself, according to another person standing nearby waiting 
for service. 

I have also been active in veterans' organizations, being Com
mander for seven terms. 
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The Day Officer Duggan Was Shot 

Recollections by Howard B. Morris 

We had been visiting the Nickerson family in Dobbs Ferry the 
day that Officer Duggan was murdered. For some reason I walked 
back to Irvington with one of the Nickerson girls who, I suspect, 
was a teen-ager at the time. In any case, I know she was much taller 
than I was at the time. 

We were walking north on the sidewalk on the west side of 
Broadway. We had just about reached the road that runs west from 
Broadway down under the aqueduct to Barney Park. Officer Dug
gan was astraddle his motorcycle with both feet on the roadway 
his cycle was parked facing south on the west side of Broadway op
posite but somewhat north of Harriman Road - the road that runs 
up to the reservoir. Because of the bend in Broadway, we hadn't 
been able to see him until about the time we reached the point men
tioned. 

I don't particularly remember being conscious of the stranger but 
it seems unlikely that the officer considered him a threat from his 
position. My first awareness of what was happening was when I 
saw Officer Duggan sort of pivot around on his left foot and fall to 
the ground. I have no recollection of hearing a shot or shots but I 
do seem to recall the man jumping up on and over the stone wall 
which parallels the sidewalk at that point. 

The immediate aftermath is somewhat hazy. As a little boy who, 
at the time, considered a cop's most dangerous assignments as be
ing the arrest of speeders going over 20 miles per hour and keeping 
kids from hitching rides on the back of trucks going up Main 
Street, the death of an "Officer Friendly" like Duggan was very 
traumatic. It seems that Bennie McCall showed up quite soon but I 
don't remember much else. 

Later that afternoon the murderer commandeered a car owned 
by a family who lived up near Sunnyside Lane not too far from 
Washington Irving's place. I guess they gave a complete description 
of him because later that week I understand he shot himself rather 
than be apprehended during a bank holdup in New Jersey. 

It was an undesirable bit of excitement for a peaceful village on a 
quiet Sunday afternoon. 

H.B.M., North Muskegan, Michigan 
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Fan Mail to Irvington's Citizen of the Year 

Rocky Mount, N. C. 
September 1, 1980 

Dear Adele, 1 

Your mention of 21 South "B" Street brought fond memories. 
I was born at that address on the top floor. 2 Across the way liv
ed the Caseys, and later, the Duffs. (One of the Duff girls mar
ried Eddie Sweetman). Downstairs lived a Scotch family named 
Duncan, and later, the Morrisons. Next door were the Andersons 
- an aunt of Arthur "Rummy" Anderson who married Virginia 
Herlihy. 3 ("Rummy" and I were Boy Scouts). On the other side 
was the Bliss family. The father was the engineer at Lord & 
Burnham, and blew the whistle at midnight on New Year's Eve. 
Across the street lived the Elders. 

South "B" Street was the homeward path of the folks who 
helped John Brisbane Walker publish the Cosmopolitan 
Magazine in that once-beautiful building designed by Sanford 
White. Situated on a bluff, it was an ideal spot overlooking the 
railroad tracks, to view the replicas of the Half Moon and the 
Claremont during the Hudson-Fulton Celebration of (1908?) 

I suppose Bill remembers the tennis courts of the Presbyterian 
Church and Cliff McFadden, Knute Wistrand, Chesley Smith, 
and, of course, "Happy" Gilligan. A s I remember, Bill had a 
brother and lived on South "B " Street near the entrance to 
Barney Park, along with the Cushmans and A rthur L ord. On the 
corner was the stately stone residence of the McCullaghs. 

I don 't remember much about North "D" Street, but I do 
recall that the only black family - the Pattersons - lived on 
South "D" Street. They were communicants of St. Barnabas 
Church, where the daughter sang in the choir. On the northeast 
corner was the cool (in summer) quiet, yea, even dignified (in 
contrast to McCormack 's, Buckley and Raban, and later John 

1 This letter was written in response to an article which appeared in the Bank oj 
New York 's magazine publicizing the award to Adele Warnock as " Irvington's 
citizen oj the year . ., 

2 Peter Gorey remembered "Pete" living later on upper Main Street. 

3 Sister oj Mrs. Josephine Kelley oj Irvington. 
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Butler's (Green Front) grocery store of Abercrombie Bros. 

Across the street was the Irvington National Bank (later a branch' 

of the County Trust) and the Post Office. Across Main Street 

was Petri's Meat Market, and, on the other corner, the drug 

store of "Dr. " Barr. He had a part-time assistant and realtor 

named Bill Morris. (Any relation?) 


The Library in the Town Hall was one of my happy spots, in 
spite of the frequent admonitions to speak in a whisper or not at 
all. Do they still gather in the auditorium upstairs where Mike 
Dinan was wont to silence the village clock when activities 
prevailed? It was there as an embryonic thespian that I "trod the 
boards" with the St. Barnabas Players. 

And now to "what's happened to": My grammar school 
bosom companion - Joe Fallon. He lived with a sister and a 
younger brother in South "F" Street near the abandoned hall 
that once sheltered the Catholic Church. A nother was Edgar 
"Duke" Fariel. And Raymond "Bugs" Morrell, whose father 
published the Irvington Gazette. Is it still in circulation? If so, 
might I impose upon you for a few copies? 

I've often thought of writing an article, "Once There Was a 
Village, " and to recall such places as Lockwood & Pateman's, 
Cannon's Feed Store, Bing Bros., Ackerman's Tin Shop, 
Creighton's Meat Market, Friberg 's Shoes and Wistrand's 
Tailoring Shop (and Wistrand's Hall which we entered through 
an arcade, and saw many a silent movie with Mary Heike at the 
piano). And Lynch & Graber, Frank's Garage and not overlook
ing Mike Tynan's Dry Goods Store. Perhaps I will some day. 

"Does he go on and on? Does he not realize these scrawls 
must be read?" Indeed he does, and so, as the Irish say, "May 
you go with God in wisdom and good health. " 

Sincerely, 
George B. "Pete" Matthews 
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"That Was a Very Good Year" 

by John J. Irwin 

(Continued from Volume 4 - March 1980 - Number 1) 


As one of many "Sunday Drivers" we may have driven our new 
1924 automobile (perhaps a Jewitt Six, built by Graham Paige, a 
touring car priced at $1,065, $385 down in cash with the balance in 
twelve months at six percent) down South Broadway to "Ardsley 
on the Put," as the Village of Ardsley was known, so as to more 
adequately and readily distinguish it from the better known, much 
wealthier community of Ardsley-on-the-Hudson. 

The Village of Ardsley, before its incorporation in 1896, was 
known as the hamlet of Ashford and was dubbed Ardsley on the 
Put, because it was a station stop on the old Putnam Division of the 
New York Central Railroad. The Putnam division was colloquially 
known as " The Old Once-In-A-While" due to its irregular perfor
mance of maintaining schedules. Addeyman Square, the old 
business section of Ardsley, is now cut off, but prior to the erection 
of the bridge over the New York State Thruway and Saw Mill River 
Parkway, Ashford Avenue continued through the Square and 
across " The Put" tracks and parkway and directly into the village 
of Dobbs Ferry. 

Since the Cyrus Field Road extension to Harriman Road was not 
yet constructed, the route to Ardsley was down Broadway to Dobbs 
Ferry, then via Ashford Avenue to Ardsley. 

Driving care had to be exercised as our automobile manipulated 
the Main Street-Broadway corner in Irvington. A large white 
pedestal type concrete traffic beacon was installed in the center of 
the intersection, and the signals were activated by a policeman sit
ting in a small wood police booth. The booth was located at the 
main gates to the Rutter property, the present site of our community 
activities signs and posters. The traffic signal was continually inter
rupting the steady flow of traffic, to wit - "On Friday night a 
truck owned by Mark Konski, in trying to make the turn at Main 
Street corner, crashed squarely into the traffic beacon, smashing 
the signal and knocking its support from the foundation. It is 
estimated that the damage done to the truck will run $350.00." 

On the opposite corner, the present site of Jack's service station, 
stood Buckley & Rabin, a high quality grocery store. Located in the 
same building was the Schneider & Smith Confectionery Store, 
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featuring homemade ice cream, which was closed during the winter 
months. Duncan (Dunc) Smith was a very popular and respected 
member of the community and served for many years as mayor and 
village trustee. 

Mrs. Schneider's (Edith Minton) father, George, served Irv
ington for many years as what was then called Foreman of the Cor
poration i.e., Superintendent of the Department of Public Works. 
Mrs. Schneider has served the village for many years as deputy 
village clerk. 

Woodlands Park 

On February 1st, the Westchester County Park Commissioners 
purchased 203 acres of the 221 acres of land in Woodlands Park, 
located in the Saw Mill River Valley, north of the Village of Ard
sley. The land purchase was made from the Morgan syndicate, but 
the title can be traced back to the original Indian proprietors, and 
there have been relatively few changes in ownership. A great portion 
of the tract - west of the Saw Mill River - was included in the In
dian deed to Frederick Phillipse, dated December 12, 1681. The 
selling price was white wampum, blankets, kettles, guns, powder, 
lead, stockings, coats, knives, implements and two "ankees" of 
rum and two vats of "beere." 

Cyrus W. Field 

Cyrus W. Field, whose crowning achievement was the laying of 
the" Atlantic Cable," occupied a large mansion on an estate east of 
Broadway known as "Ardsley." In 1882 Field bought a large tract 
of land adjoining his property which extended into the Saw Mill 
River Valley and included all of the now proposed Woodland Park. 
It was Field's intention to build small but comfortable houses for 
working men and their families in the Park and rent them at rates 
of $10 to $20 a month, including a small plot of ground. The con
struction of the new Croton Aqueduct delayed the project which 
was never actually realized because of the heavy financial losses 
sustained by Fields' through the very sudden decline of the New 
York Elevated Railroad stocks in 1887. Field died in 1892, and the 
lands were soon acquired by the Morgan syndicate. 

Library Extension 

Back in Irvington that March, 1924, village taxpayers had the op
portunity to vote on the following resolution: " Shall the sum of 
$15,000 be assessed, levied and collected on the taxable property to 
purchase a site for a new library?" 

The proponents stated that although the population of the village 
was 2,701, there were 13,979 readers at the library in 1923 and that 
27,524 books were taken out. This is more than ten books to every 
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man, woman and child in the community; that the library has 
reached the limits of expansion in its present quarters in Town 
Hall; that the vacant lot opposite Town Hall is now available for 
purchase and that such a suitable location will not long remain va
cant; that in order to have plenty of light and air on all sides a lot of 
100' x 75' is required; that every effort has been made to stretch the 
possibilities of space in the Town Hall, but in the opinion of all the 
architects and builders the expense of adding one room to the pre
sent facilities would be almost equal to that of the construction of a 
new library building or approximately $30,000. 

It was further stated that the public spirited owner of the prop
erty adjacent to the present vacant lot has expressed his willingness 
to move his house and sell the land on which it stands to the village 
at a price to cover only his purchase price plus his costs of moving. 

Upon passage of the resolution the Library Board is to raise 
$50,000 by public subscription to erect a new library building and 
most of this entire sum has already been pledged. 

Alas! The proposition lost, 83 for - 102 against. At the same elec
tion, the taxpayers approved by sixteen votes a resolution ap
propriating $20,000 for the purpose of making surveys, drawing 
plans and all other necessary work in regard to increasing the 
storage in the water system. 

Firemen's Carnival 

Just as it is today, one of the most important social events of the 
summer season, for most villagers, was the Annual Firemen's Car
nival. In 1924 the Carnival was held opposite the Main Street 
school on the Croton Aqueduct, adjacent to Croton Place. As 
always, the carnival provided fun and games, good food, various 
booths, in addition to amusement rides such as a merry-go-round 
and Ferris wheel. Cornelius Gallagher was captain of the depart
ment. 

Abbott H ouse 

On July 25th, the Irvington Village Board lost the first step of its 
battle to prevent the Mineola Home for Cardiac Children from 
locating in the village. The decision handed down in the New York 
State Supreme Court ruled that the home should be entitled to the 
use of the property pending the final determination of the suit 
against the village to gain a permanent right of occupancy. 

The institution charged that while there was a zoning ordinance 
in effect in the village at the time of purchase, it did not affect all of 
the property owned by the late John K. Luke, which it had pur
chased for $150,000. It further charged that when the village board 
learned to whom the sale had been made, it met and immediately 
passed more drastic zoning ordinances which prohibited institu

156 



tions from locating within the village without the written consent of 
the adjacent property owners . 

•Besides the board of trustees, many of the wealthy residents of 
the village took part in the fight to exclude the institution. The 

' ~ trustees opposed it on the grounds that it would violate the zoning 
ordinance and would claim exemption from taxes. The wealthy 
residents opposed it because it would depreciate the value of their 
property. 

There were 153 cardiac children in the home. 
The fight created so much interest that Justice Morschauser came 

to Irvington to hold the first hearing. Such a large crowd turned out 
that it was necessary to hold the hearing in the Town Hall 
auditorium. 

On October 31 st, two trial actions were brought simultaneously 
before Supreme Court Justice Young in White Plains. 

One - Mineola Home for Cardiac Children for injunction to 
restrain the village from enforcing a zoning ordinance which would 
prevent the home from using the property. 

Two - A petition by Frederick E. Sayles, millionaire woolen 
manufacturer, to restrain the home from use of the property. 

Mr. Sayles claimed that his porch was only 130' from the en
trance to the home and that his estate was being ruined by the prox
imity of the home. 

The home, consisted of a large stone house, situated on 41 acres 
of prime hilltop real estate overlooking the river and was surrounded 
by the estates of many well known New Yorkers such as Dexter 
Hewitt, William B. May, and William B. Caldwell. 

By court decisions, the Mineola Home for Cardiac Children was 
permitted to remain in the village. The stone house was completely 
destroyed in 1928, in one of Irvington's most spectacular fires. A 
new structure on the same site became Irvington House and is now 
known as Abbott House. The Sayles estates is presently " East 
Garden," the residence of Reverend Moon, and the William B. 
May estate is now being converted into offices. 

Have Things Really Changed that Much? 

The following are newspaper articles from 1924 - not 1980. 

• In Washington, Chairman Kahn, 	of the House Military Com
mittee, was urging the strengthening of our defenses. He stated 
that we are defenseless in our present condition. 

• Supreme Court Justice, Arthur S. Tompkins, states that he is 
seriously considering retirement from the bench because of the 
low salary that hasn't been changed in seventeen years, in spite 
of the fact that during the same period the work of the courts has 
increased by over one-half and the cost of living has increased 
very materially. 
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• Charge woman with throwing lye at girl. 
• Two municipal officials (not Irvington) 	were indicted by the 

Westchester Grand Jury for auditing fraudulent claims upon the 
State and/or Municipal Governments. 

• House painters to go on strike. Refuse offer of a contract for 
$10.50 a day, five day working week. 

• Yonkers man shot by police. He was arrested and charged with 
being the driver of a truck loaded with 102 cases of whiskey. 

• Burglars busy in Ardsley Park. $1,200 worth of valuables taken 
from home of H.S. Brooks, Jr. 

• More than $15.00 worth of medical instruments taken from Dr. 
Roane's automobile, parked in his driveway on South Broadway. 

• Boy killed by truck in East Irvington. 
• 	Ford automobile crashes into tree on North Broadway. Car a 

total wreck. 
• Two meet death in auto accident in Irvington. 

The more things change, the more they remain the same. 

(To be continued in future editions of "The Roost. '') 

The Roost can continue only as long as suitable material is 
available for publication. We need your cooperation. All 
manuscripts will be given careful attention and consideration 
and will not be returned. They should be typewritten, double 
spaced. While every effort to insure accuracy is made, the 
Society cannot assume responsibility for statements made by 
contributors. Anyone interested in becoming an assistant 
editor? 
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Irvington Town Hall 
Reprinted from "The Heart of the American Rhine, .. 


Tarrytown Press Record, September, 1902 


The village of Irvington boasts of probably the finest municipal 
building of any village of its size in the State and few towns of even 
greater size can boast of such an ornate building. The structure is 
built of light colored granite and has two stories and a basement. 
The building is surmounted by a tower in which is a handsome 
town clock. 

On the ground floor or basement are found the Police Head
quarters, the lock-up and the fire house. The boilers and ventilating 
apparatus are also located in the basement. 

On the first floor are the corporation rooms and the village 
clerk's office. Across the hall from these is the Guiteau Library, 
one of the best equipped and most handsomely furnished in this 
vicinity. The library was donated by Mr. F.W. Guiteau, while the 
costly furnishings were donated by Miss Helen M. Gould. The 
library is well patronized by the people of Irvington and vicinity. 

The second floor is devoted to the purpose of a town hall. This 
hall is in reality a modernly equipped theatre. The auditorium, in
cluding the balcony and boxes will comfortably seat seven hundred 
people. The seats on the main floor are movable, allowing the hall 
to be used for dances as well as for public meetings and enter
tainments. The large gallery is equipped with opera chairs and on 
either side of the hall are a number of boxes. The arrangement of 
the hall is good and anything spoken or acted upon the large stage 
may be plainly seen and heard from any part of the auditorium. 
Adjoining the auditorium are cloak rooms and equipment for 
preparing refreshments. The hall was built at a cost of a little over 
$60,000, under the direction of Mr. A.l. Manning, the architect. 
The building was erected by Herman Probst, builder of New York, 
who has constructed numerous buildings of a similar character in 
different parts of the country. Both he and the architect deserve 
great credit for the excellent results they have achieved and the 
people of Irvington should be congratulated on having such a sight
ly and complete public building. R. G. Abercrombie is the presi
dent of the village and to his efforts in large measure the success of 
the work is due. 

When the project of a Town Hall was first proposed, Mr. Aber
crombie took an active interest in the work. He soon afterwards 
was elected one of the village Trustees and used every effort in his 
power to help the project along. During a large part of the time, 
while the work was in the course of construction, Mr. Abercrombie 
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had practically the direction of affairs. Just before the hall was 
ready for occupancy, President Henry H. Cannon died suddenly 
and Mr. Abercrombie was naturally chosen as successor in that of
fice. His efforts to make the Town Hall a model have been untiring. 

Advertisements from the Irvington High School 
alumni publication, "Minerva," 1907 

AUGUST ZUBER 

Baker anel Confectioner 

Bread, Rolls, Pies and Cak ... 

Tel. 15-L. Irvington, N. Y. 


THOMAS CREIGHTOlf'S IRVIlfG 

JlARKET 

Fish, Oyoten anel Clam.. Poultry, Geme. etc. 


Tel. 13-L. Inington, No Y. 


ALEX BYRNES. 

Practical Horae Sheer. 

Ask for 

JOB ALDElf FLOUR. 

CLIFF BRAlfD GOODS 

BAKAR BLEftD TEAS 

CHASE '" SAftBORft COFFEES 

Buckley & Raban 
Sole Agent•. Irvington, N. Y. 

Phone 80. 

Irvington, N. Y. 

PATEMAN AI LOCKWOOD EMIL WISTRAND. 


Dealers in Merchant Tailor. 


Coal, Lumber anel Building Materials. 
 70 Main Street. Irvington, N. Y. 
Phone Connection. Irvington, N. Y. Phone 142. 

GOTTFRID FRIBERG. FRED FISHER 

Dealer in and Maker of Fine Footwear. 
Blrber-That'. Enough. 

79 Main St. Irvington, N. Y. 
Main St. Irvington. 
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