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or sample a cupcake in honor of the 
tenth anniversary of the house’s resto-
ration as our History Center.  Thanks 
to all those on the Program Commit-
tee whose hard work made these 
events possible. 

And the fall looks to be just as 
busy! Let’s Celebrate, the new exhibit 
honoring the tenth anniversary of the 
Irvington History Center, will open 
this fall. Also, on the 19th of Septem-
ber, the Historical Society will hold its 
fall benefit, a garden party on the 
grounds of the Armour-Stiner Octa-
gon House. This event will offer a rare 
opportunity to glimpse this interna-
tional treasure. We hope that many of 
you will join us on this very special 
day. 

I hope everyone has a won-
derful summer! 
  

   Pat Ryan        
   President of the Board of Trustees

    Irvington Historical Society 
 

Letter from the President 

Irvington Historical Society 

Dear Members, 
 
 It has been a busy spring here 
at the Historical Society. The Irvington 
Unfolds exhibit at McVickar House has 
been updated with a new section on 
the history of Hudson House. If you 
haven’t seen the exhibit, or haven’t 
seen it lately, stop by.   Irvington Unfolds 
offers a fascinating view of our village 
over the years. The exhibit will run 
through the end of July.  

We also had the opportunity to 
offer several exciting programs. In 
March, Captain John Lipscomb shared 
his experiences traveling 5,000 nautical 
miles along the Hudson from New 
York harbor to Troy aboard the River-
keeper’s R. Ian Fletcher, a 36-foot Ches-
apeake Bay–style wooden vessel. This 
informative program was followed in 
April by No Flinching from Fire: Following 
the 65th New York Volunteers in the Civil 
War presented by Chris Barry, Irving-
ton High School social studies teacher 
and department chairperson.  In May, 
the Peter K. Oley Tomorrow’s Historians 
Student Research Symposium, under the 
leadership of Dr. Erik Weiselberg, pre-
sented in concert with Irvington High 
School the exemplary work of 18 high 
school students.   Finally, on June 21, 
the Historical Society joined in the vil-
lage’s Celebrate Irvington festivities, sup-
plying docents for the Historic Trolley 
Tours and opening McVickar House to 
visitors—who could try on costumes  
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Donald Costello, left, and Mayor Brian Smith 
at the May 18th Village Board of Trustees 
meeting. 

Police Chief Michael Cerone and 
Mayor Brian Smith at a ceremony 
honoring George E. Duggan. The 
bridge over the railroad tracks is 
named for Officer Duggan.  

The plaque honoring Officer Duggan 
that appears on the bridge. 

 Life-long Irvington resident 
Donald Costello was honored at a re-
cent Village Board meeting for his fifty 
years of  service to the Irvington Vol-
unteer Fire Department. Mayor Brian 
Smith congratulated and thanked Don 
for his remarkable service. Don is also 
a docent for the Irvington Historical 
Society.  To read an in-depth profile of  
Don Costello, check out the Fall 2014 
edition of  the Roost at our website: 
www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org. 
                                                                                               

 A memorial ceremony honoring Patrolman     

George E. Duggan of  the Irvington Police Depart-

ment was held on March 3, 2015. Patrolman Dug-

gan was shot and killed in an unprovoked attack 

while on traffic patrol on the Albany Post Road on 

March 3, 1929. He is the only Irvington officer 

killed in the line of  duty. Chief  Michael Cerone 

spoke of  Patrolman Duggan’s service and sacrifice 

for the people of  the village. 



A Profile of Fannie O’Hara 
by Nina Caporal-Dawson 
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This profile of lifelong village resident Fan-
nie O’Hara actually has its beginnings at the turn of 
the twentieth century, in the small town of Civita 
Vecchia, in the Italian province of Frosonone.  
There lived Emilia Gabrielle, Fannie’s mother, a 
strong-willed, determined young woman who had a 
dream:  to live in America.  When one boyfriend had 
no desire to leave Italy, Emilia started to see another 
young man, Loreto DiFolco, whom she would mar-
ry and with whom she would realize her dream.  

The newlyweds settled in Irvington, New 
York, around 1912.   Their first residence was on 
Main Street in the apartment above DiChiara’s Bar 
(now Mima’s).  Shortly thereafter, two daughters 
came along and the apartment proved too small for 
the growing family.  Fannie’s father, Loreto, was the 
head gardener on the King estate (now the Tar-
rytown Conference Center).  Mrs. King wanted her 
gardener to live on site, so she had a small house 
built on the property for the family, which soon 
grew to six children: three boys and three girls, with 
Fannie the youngest.  In 1920, the DiFolcos bought 
the house at 6 Mountain Road, where Fannie has 
lived all her life.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upon the death of her father in 1933, the 

family fell on hard times.  Fannie’s mother, although 
advised to sell the house, refused to do so.  Her old-
er siblings left school and went to work to help sup-
port the family.  Her two sisters worked in Wool-
worth’s in Tarrytown, and one of her brothers 

worked at Lord & Burnham in Irvington.  The other 
brothers worked after school as stock boys at the 
Premiere Market in Tarrytown.  The family managed 
to keep the house even when her three brothers left 
to serve in World War II.   

Fannie has many fond memories of growing 
up in Irvington before the war. There were few cars 
then and people walked or even took an occasional 
horse-and-buggy ride to where they wanted to go.  
Fannie spent her summers playing in the brook, 
catching pollywogs and cooling off during the hot 
spells.  She and her friends would often walk 
through the fields behind her house picking blueber-
ries, strawberries, mushrooms, and dandelion 
greens, which were used for salad.  Fannie and her 
good friend, John Chalot, once took the sleigh ride 
of the century!  They started at the top of Mountain 
Road at the Morabito’s house (now the O’Hara Na-
ture Center), sledded down Mountain, then onto 
Sunnyside Lane, crossed Broadway and continued 
all the way down West Sunnyside Lane to the bot-
tom!  Fannie still remembers how exhilarating a ride 
that was—and how long the walk was back home, 
dragging the sled behind them! 

Fannie attended the East Irvington School 
from kindergarten through the eighth grade.  She 
would walk to and from school, up Mountain Road 
and back.  The lower grades, K through 2, were on 
the ground floor and grades 3 through 8 were on the 
upper floor.  When Fannie was a fourth-grader, she 
was in a play in the school auditorium.  Although 
the name of the play now escapes her, she remem-
bers wearing a red-and-white dress for the perfor-
mance.   Fannie proudly spoke about being given 
the job of “closet monitor” in the 7th and 8th grades.   
This was a task the teacher only bestowed upon the 
dependable and reliable students whom she could 
trust with all the school supplies, and Fannie said 
that she very diligently did that job. 

As a former Girl Scout myself, I was thrilled 
to learn that not only was Fannie a scout for fifty 
years, but one whose leader was the legendary I.K. 
Benjamin, for whom the Irvington Recreation Cen-
ter is named.  Fannie remembers meeting at the East 

A young Fannie outside her 
Mountain Road home. 
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A Portrait of Fannie O’Hara, continued  

Irvington School and at Ms. Benjamin’s home on 
Riverview Road where they did a lot of badge work.  
They would march in Memorial Day parades along 
the same route we do today—from the Main Street 
School down Broadway to Memorial Park.   

After graduating from the East Irvington 
School, Fannie attended high school on Main Street.   
In describing daily life for high school students in 
the early 40s,  Fannie told me many great stories 
about her classmates, some of particular interest to 
me because they were about my dad.  The students 
often sat in alphabetical order so he, last name Capo-
ral, and she, DiFolco, were right next to each other.   
Apparently my dad was a bit mischievous, because 
she remembers one time when he sneaked into a 
dance in the high school auditorium by crawling 
through a window, rather than paying . . . but she 
said he was quite a dancer!  Fannie gave me such a 
wonderful gift to learn about my dad as a teenager.   
Her senior class is very unusual in a most remarkable 
way:  in 2012 they celebrated their 70th high school 
reunion!  She wholeheartedly credits the diligence of 
classmate John Morrison with holding the class of 
1942 together.   According to Fannie, John is the 
person who has kept in contact with everyone 
through the years, telling them of all the milestones 
that the classmates experienced:  marriages, births, 
graduations and the like.  Fannie proudly told me 
that they ended their 70th reunion celebration by 
singing the high school alma mater. 

Although Fannie officially graduated as a 
member of the class of 1942, she finished high 
school in 1943 upon completion of a bookkeeping 
class needed to fulfill all the requirements for a di-
ploma.  At that time, with her brothers in the ser-
vice, Fannie was very involved in the war effort.  She 
and many of the other young women in town met 
frequently at 112 Main Street (now All State Insur-
ance) to knit scarves, socks, and gloves for the local 
young men in the service.   After graduation, Fannie, 
who had been working part-time at the North 
American Phillips plant in Dobbs Ferry, became a 
full-time employee.  One of her jobs was to inspect 
the crystals used in walkie-talkies in the war.  During 
this time, she met her husband, William O’Hara, also 

an employee at the plant.  She and Bill were married 
on July 22, 1945, at the Immaculate Conception 
Church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Fannie and Bill moved in at 6 Mountain 

Road, living with Fannie’s mother.  They welcomed a 
son, William, Jr., in 1947.  Fannie was a stay-at-home 
mom until Billy was in high school.  She proudly re-
counts that Billy was an All-State first baseman in 
high school and then went to Texas Christian Uni-
versity hoping to play baseball there.  Instead he 
chose ROTC and was commissioned as a 2nd lieuten-
ant.  After serving six months in Europe, he was dis-
charged in 1972 as a 1st lieutenant.   After the service, 
Bill settled in Fort Worth, Texas, working for the 
Fort Worth Mortgage Company for 11 years.  He 
took a hiatus from the company to be a PGA caddy 
for Mark Brooks for two years and then returned to 
the mortgage company from which he has recently 
retired.  Bill returned to Irvington this May to cele-
brate his 50th high school reunion with his class-
mates.     

When Billy started high school in 1961, Fan-
nie decided it was time to go back to work.  She 
learned that the Brookside Deli, or “Corner Store,” 
in East Irvington was for sale.  She told her husband 
that she felt it was the perfect place for her: it was 
just across the street and the family did have prior 
knowledge of the food industry, with her husband 
and her brother, Tuley, working at the Premiere Mar-

The Roost 

Fannie and her mother Emilia on 
Fannie’s wedding day. 
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means to be a native daughter of Irvington.   She has 
lived all her life in the same house on Mountain 
Road and been a parishioner of the same church, 
Immaculate Conception.   She was educated in Ir-
vington’s schools and has been deeply involved in 
her community.  She has seen the village change 
from a small river town blanketed with large estates, 
to present-day Irvington, with the estates long gone, 
but, as Fannie says, still a lovely, welcoming place to 
grow up and raise a family.  Fannie O’Hara is truly an 
Irvington treasure!! 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nina Caporal -Dawson is the Irvington Village Historian. 
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A Portrait of Fannie O’Hara, continued  
ket in Tarrytown.    So there began Fannie’s involve-
ment with the Corner Store, which the family rented 
until 1965, when they bought the store and building.   
Fannie stopped working there in 1974, but her hus-
band and her brother stayed on.  However, Fannie 
did not retire.  She worked as a clerk for the Town 
of Greenburgh Elections and the Irvington School 
Board Elections for more than 40 years.   She has 
also been an active member of the Irvington Seniors 
since 1982.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To speak with Fannie O’Hara is to realize 

what a gem she is!  She truly embodies what it 

Program Committee chair Amy P. Sher-
wood, left, Captain John Lipscomb, and 
Village Historian, Nina Caporal Dawson. 

Fannie and her husband Bill. 

Fannie O’Hara today. 

 
On Friday, March 13, 2015 Captain John Lipscomb 
presented  his lecture, “Hudson River Journey,” to a 
standing room only crowd. Lipscomb shared his ex-
periences and scientific discoveries while traveling 
5,000 nautical miles along the Hudson from the New 
York Harbor to Troy aboard the Riverkeeper's 36-
foot wooden R. Ian Fletcher.  Lipscomb grew up in Ir-
vington and Tarrytown and completed three transat-
lantic crossings.  His research and findings are key to 
the river’s health, sustainability and future.  Many 
thanks to the Program Committee and Nina Caporal- 
Dawson for arranging this terrific event. 

Program Committee chair Amy Sherwood 
(l.), Captain John Lipscomb, and Village 
Historian Nina Caporal-Dawson. 
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 On Thursday, May 27, 2015, the Irvington 
Historical Society in conjunction with Irvington 
High School presented the Peter K. Oley Tomorrow’s 
Historians Student Research Symposium. Eighteen stu-
dents appearing on three themed panels presented 
summaries of their research papers.  Dr. Erik 
Weiselberg, who moderated the program, then led 
the students in a discussion of the topics presented 
and invited the audience to ask questions. Both the 
audience and the presenters shared in an  informa-
tive and thought-provoking evening.   

Audience members shared their questions and com-
ments with students. 

Presenter Alex 
Belchou with his 
mother, Jean 
Belchou. 

Students presented research  topics fo-
cused on the American experience. 

Presenter Tom Gambardella with his parents, 
Tom and Lynn Gambardella. 

Presenter Sarah Boyle 
receiving her certificate 
from Dr. Pat Bonomi 
(left) and Dr. Neil Maher. 

Presenter Nicholas Parke with his parents,  
Richard Parke and Liesbeth Severiens Parke. 

Many thanks to Dr. Erik 
Weiselberg for arrang-
ing and moderating this 
very special event. 
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 In 2001, this passion drove Barry to bring a 
group of fifteen Irvington High School students to 
the battlefields of Gettysburg, site of one of the 
War’s most pivotal conflicts. With a great deal of 
positive feedback from this group, the trip has 
since become an annual fixture of the AP United 
States History course. This May, Barry was able to 
bring an astonishing seventy-plus pupils to see for 
themselves the place where a young Timothy Car-
roll, and his comrades in the 65th, fought bravely to 
preserve the Union. 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
   

George Adams is a member of the Irvington High School 
Class of 2016. 

On April 17th, the Historical Society was 
pleased to host No Flinching from Fire, Irvington High 
School history teacher Chris Barry’s presentation of 
his research regarding New York’s 65th Infantry Regi-
ment in the Civil War. The gathering, held at the 
Public Library, allowed a crowd of local history buffs, 
friends and even some of Mr. Barry’s American his-
tory students to enjoy a lecture and slideshow chroni-
cling a recent walking tour following in the footsteps 
of that regiment on their way to Gettysburg, PA.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

After the presentation, time was left for some 
members of the audience to bring their own fascinat-
ing questions and stories to Barry, a longtime Civil 
War enthusiast who hopes to publish his research in 
an upcoming book.  
 For Barry, the War Between the States has 
been a very personal fascination since childhood. On 
his grandmother’s wall hung a certificate document-
ing a promotion of rank for his great-great-
grandfather, one Timothy Carroll, who emigrated 
from Ireland before seeing action in several of the 
War’s most famous campaigns. A desire to learn 
more about Carroll, who received several injuries in 
battle, led Barry to dedicate a great deal of his study 
to his forebearer’s regiment, the 65th. Tracing the 
steps of these men has helped him to learn and teach 
about the Civil War, and to begin assembling a long-
absent regimental history. 

No Flinching from Fire:  Following the 65th New 
York Volunteers in the Civil War 
by George Adams 

A view of Little Round Top, site       
of one fierce bayonet charge at         
Gettysburg. 

 Chris Barry recounts his recent walking tour to 
Gettysburg, retracing the route of his great-great
-grandfather's regiment—New York's 65th  
Infantry. 

 Chris Barry at Gettysburg, standing in front of the 
monument to New York's 65th Infantry Regiment.  
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The Morrison Family 
by Louis and Camille Morrison  
(with contributions by many family members)  

For 110 years, the village of Irvington has 
been home to a member of the Morrison family. In 
1905, at age 63, Belfast, Ireland, native son William 
Morrison took up residence at 25 Main Street. Wil-
liam, born in July 1842, first arrived in America in 
1850. In October 1861, he joined the Connecticut 
Volunteers, Company H, 10th Regiment to fight in 
the Civil War.  Upon his discharge three years later, 
he returned to civilian life and married Bridget Fal-
lon in 1875. Subsequently, they were blessed with 
three children: Louis, Emma, and Martha. In 1901, 
married for just 26 years, Bridget passed away in 
Kingston, NY, where the family was residing at the 
time. Four years later, William moved to Irvington 
where he obtained employment as a janitor for the 
Pastime Club in addition to toiling as a traveling 
salesman. Sadly, his residency in Irvington lasted 
only three years before his death from pneumonia. 
William was buried in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, the 
first of many Morrison family members. 

William’s eldest child, Louis, born in 1877, 
was 31 years old at the time of his father’s death, 
and working as a boatman on the barges traveling 
the Hudson River’s Kingston to New York City cor-
ridor.  Following his marriage to Loretta Flynn in 
1903, with Louis employed as foreman of the core 
room at the Burnham Boiler Corporation, the young 
couple set up housekeeping in Irvington and wel-
comed into their hearts and home two sons, Chester 
(1905) and Louis (1909). 

Within a short time, heartbreak followed.  In 
1913, Loretta suffered a serious fall in the attic of 
their home at 21 South B (Buckhout) Street, result-
ing in spinal surgery several weeks later at Dobbs 
Ferry Hospital. Peritonitis developed and Loretta, 
unable to recover, passed away. At age 36, Louis as-
sumed sole responsibility for raising his motherless 
sons, then ages 4 and 8. 

Happily, he soon met and married Alice 
Roper. Alice was born in England and immigrated 
to Canada as an indentured servant who, on comple-
tion of her service there, moved to Irvington.  Alice 
and Louis were married in 1921 at Irvington’s Im-

maculate Conception Church with Thomas Cunnair 
and his wife Madge as witnesses. The Cunnairs were 
related to Louis on his mother’s side. Six children—
Robert, John, Clifford, Genevieve, Douglas and 
Donald (Dick)—were born to the happy couple, 
joining brothers, Chester and Louis. Sadly, this hap-
py home also experienced a heartbreaking accident. 
Louis, working for the village of Irvington’s Sanita-
tion Department, fell from the back of a truck on 
July 16, 1931, sustaining fatal injuries.  

The Great Depression was then in its early 
years, with times so very hard.  Alice, a young widow 
with six children under the age of 12, decided to re-
turn to England to be near her family.  Five years 
later in 1938, she returned to the little village of Ir-
vington where she and Louis had spent loving and 
happy times together.  The years passed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chester remained in Irvington and married 
Mary Tuohy from County Kerry, Ireland. Together 
they raised three children: Katherine, Louis, and 
Mary Frances, who continues to reside in the family 
home on Dutcher Street.  Chester was employed for 
33 years at the Chevrolet plant, retiring in 1967.  
Mary was a housewife who in later years occasionally 
worked at the Foundation for Economic Education’s 
mailroom.  

(Left to Right) Front row: Douglas, Gene-
vieve Middle row: John, Clifford, Robert 
 Top row:  Chester, Louis.  
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Louis took as his bride Lillian Gangloff from 
Chatham, NY. Before moving to Philadelphia to 
work in the shipyards and area construction projects, 
Louis was an electrical installer for the Otis Elevator 
Company, in Yonkers, NY. 

During World War II, three of Alice’s sons, 
Robert, John, and Clifford, served in the Armed 
Forces.  Robert, the eldest of Alice and Louis' six 
children, had worked at the Grand Union store on 
Main Street before being called to service in the ar-
my. Tragically, Robert lost his life in Durrenbach, 
France, on March 17, 1945, shortly before the end 
of the fighting in Europe.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was a sergeant in the 141st Infantry Regi-

ment, 36th Division, at that time.  Irvington’s World 
Wars, Korean, and Vietnam memorial monuments, 

which stand with dignity facing its Main Street, list 
the names of all the heroic men and women who 
served in the United States military.  Robert’s name 
is listed followed by a star to indicate he was killed in 
action.  His brothers, Douglas and Dick, honorably 
served in the Korean War. 

John, today the senior member of the family, 
resides in Fallston, MD. He was wed to the former 
Janet Duffy from North Tarrytown (now Sleepy 
Hollow) and they were blessed with six children.  
For many years, he was employed as an electrical 
engineer for Westinghouse Electric. 

Clifford also married a NT girl, Jeannette 
Mallet. Their home in North Tarrytown was blessed 
by the births of six children.  He was employed for 
many years by the Chevrolet Plant on Beekman Av-
enue (commonly known as “The Shop”). 

Genevieve, prior to her marriage, worked at 
the Lord and Burnham Company. She married 
school teacher Albert Lesko and, after the birth of 
their two daughters, became a stay-at-home wife and 
mother, residing in Cornwall, NY. 

Donald (Dick) worked for many years as a 
Corrections Officer for the NYS Department of 
Corrections and as a New York State Trooper.  He 
and his wife, the former Angelica Schultz, lived at 48 
Main Street in Irvington where they raised their two 
sons, Clifford and Bruce. 

Douglas was employed by the village, and 
was for many years custodian at Town Hall. He and 
his wife, the former Catherine Quick, had two chil-
dren, John and Alice. Catherine continues to reside 
in the family home on Cottenet Street. 

A family reunion held in 2013 was attended 
by 100 descendants of William and Bridget Morri-
son. What a legacy! While today Morrison family 
members reside in villages all across this magnificent 
country, their roots are firmly planted in the en-
chanting little village nestled on the bank of the 
beautiful, mighty, majestic Hudson River whose 
name is Irvington! 
 

Many Morrison family members contributed to this article. 

Robert Morrison in his uniform, 
1944.  

The Morrison Family, continued  

Mary Frances Morrison in 1947. She 
continues to live in the family home. 
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“Celebrate Irvington,” a fun-filled day of  family-friendly activities, was held on 
Sunday, June 21st. Main Street came alive with  Historic Trolley Tours sponsored by 
Sunnyside Federal Savings Bank, guided history walks, tours of  the Tiffany Reading 
Room, the tenth anniversary of  the McVickar House, the Farmer’s Market, music 
and performances. What a great day for our village!   

All aboard! From left, Village Trustee 
Connie Kehoe, Debra and Ken Bern-
stein, trolley docent Gail Weiler, and 
Amy Sherwood. 

Actors from TheaterNOW, who will be 
performing Carrie in ITHT over the Hal-
loween holiday, entertaining outside 
Town Hall.  

More than 150 villagers enjoyed the historic 
trolley tour. Many thanks to Sunnyside Feder-
al Savings Bank! 

Dressing up at the Irvington History  
Center. 

The Tiffany Reading Room − another popular 
destination for visitors. 

The Irvington Farmer’s Market bustling with village 
residents. 
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 Join us in honoring Betsy and Doug Wilson at the Historical Society’s Fall Benefit! 

Betsy and Doug have been an integral part of the Irvington community for many years. 

Betsy was the main force in revitalizing the Historical Society in the 90s and she served as 

its president for nine years. Doug has spent years insuring that the village’s historic land-

marks are restored and preserved. Together, Betsy and Doug spearheaded the founding of 

the Irvington History Center at the McVickar House. They worked closely with village of-

ficials to acquire the abandoned structure at the head of Main Street, launched an incredibly 

successful fundraising campaign, and collaborated with architects, builders and state offi-

cials to see the project through to completion. Their contribution to our village has truly 

been invaluable. 

 The Irvington Historical Society would like to thank Joseph Pell Lombardi for his 

incredible generosity and hospitality. 

 To find out how to support this event through program, auction and sponsorship op-

portunities, contact Bill Schwartz at wcschwartz@hotmail.com. 



12 

Irvington Historical Society 
P.O. Box 23 
Irvington-on-Hudson, NY 10533 
Phone: (914) 591-1020 
www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org 
 

The Roost Nonprofit 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 3304 
White Plains, NY 

Current Resident or: 

Irvington Historical Society  
Photo Contest 

“Traces of  the Past” 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry Deadline July 31, 2015 
For details visit www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org 


