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A Profile of Constance Messerly Kehoe 

by .Barbara Kerr Carn:rzz[ 

1947 was a year of many firsts. During 
Harry S. Truman's presidency, "Meet 
the Press" debuted on NBC, Tennes
see Williams' play A Streetcar Named 
Desire opened on Broadway, AND on 
January 16th, on Staten Island, New 
York, the future Board of Trustee 
member and Deputy Mayor of the vil
lage of Irvington, Constance (Connie) 
Messerly arrived in this world. 

Connie enjoyed a happy, if unconven
tional, childhood with her parents and 
sister, Anne (2% years older). She 
completed the first half of a two-year 
N ew York City kindergarten program 
in Staten Island before her family 
"traded the liberal Northeast for the 
conservative Deep South" the follow
mg year. 
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The M esserly family, circa 1948. 

Connie's mother, DorodlY, was a Vas
sar College graduate (class of 1934). 
Her professional training as a social 

worker led to a position in Pennsylva
nia, as well as time as a volunteer at 
the notorious Willowbrook State 
School on Staten Island, where she 
saw firsthand the deplorable condi
tions and treatment given the mentally 
and physically challenged children 
who lived there. (Many years later, 
these conditions were exposed and 
Willowbrook shut down.) By the end 
of her career, she had risen to direct a 

regional offIce in New Jersey that pro
vided services to the families of spe
cial needs children. 

Connie's mother, Dorothy. 
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A Profile of Constance Messerly Kehoe~ continued 

Connie's father, George, a rocket scientist in the 
aerospace industry, began his career at the M.W. 
Kellogg Company. A physical chemist and true Re
naissance man (painting, playing the violin, and read
ing the classics), he spent the years of World War II 
in government work, subsequently taking a high
profile position at Redstone Arsenal, a U.S. garrison 
in Huntsville, Alabama, which was "home" to the 
captured German rocket scientists, including Werner 
Von Braun. After Alabama, the family's next adven
ture was to "drive around Florida" in their 1952 gray 

Connie's father, George, was a rocketPlymouth station wagon for part of tlle next year. A 
scientist and sustainable farmer. 

set of blue World Book EnrydopediaJ and hands-on 
learning experiences-such as riding atop giant tur
tles and making soup from tiny shellfish found on South Bend, Indiana, became the school-year home 
Fort Myers beach-was a stimulating substitute for city for Connie and Anne when their father accepted 
traditional school for Connie and her sister or, as another position with the Bendix Corporation's 
some would say today, the sisters were "home Aerospace Division. For Connie, residing in one 
schooled." city for the next nine years allowed many enduring 

friendships. The marching band, church hall dances, 
Azar's and Bonnie Doon's drive-in hamburger 
joints, the school newspapers, long wall(s home with 
friends, stopping at Bushbaum's soda counter, aca
demic projects at Notre Dame, the Latin Club, and 
Honor Society all served to forge bonds that were 
renewed in 2015 at the 50th reunion ofJames Whit
comb Riley High's class of 1965. On August 5th this 
past summer, Connie again gathered in South Bend 
and Chicago with seven of these friends in a now
yearly mini get-together. "Sitting with my friends of 
50-some years at a Cubs game in Wrigley Field
what a hoot!" 

Connie (1) and Anne, circa 
1952. 

George's next job was in the rocket division of the 
Bendix Corporation in Teterboro, New Jersey, 
which brought the family to the 14th floor of an 
apartment building in East Orange, New Jersey. 
Then, in 1954, Connie's father (always a lover of na
ture and farmland) moved the family to a 60-acre 
parcel of land in western New Jersey where, many 
years later_as a "gentleman farmer," he grew fields of 
strawberries, raised cows and pigs, and served on the 
Mansfield Township Planning Board. 
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Connie with her high school friends at 
Wrigley Field, ,!?ummer, 2017. 
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A P rofile of Constance Messerly Kehoe~ continued 

Her class of 1965, the first Baby Boomer class, start
ed at 700 students and graduated 500, the numbers 
diminishing in part due to the closing of the South 
Bend Studebaker plant. 

Connie's high school year
book photo. 

Following her high school graduation, Connie at
tended Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, 
receiving her undergraduate degree in 1969 with a 
major in history. With the help of a full federally 
funded fellowship, she then obtained her Masters of 
Arts in Teaching and a Certificate of Further Study 
in urban education from Wesleyan University in 
Middletown, Connecticut. Connie next went to 
work teaching history, sociology, and psychology at 
Ardsley High School. While there, she met and mar
ried fellow teacher Michael Kehoe. In 1975, Dylan 
was born, and then a daughter, Tara, in 1978-the 
year Connie moved to Jaffray Park. 

Connie with son, Dylan (I), and daughter, 
Tara, Peaks Island, ME, circa 1979. 
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By the early 1980s, Connie had received a reading 
specialist certification and was employed by the 
New York City public schools for five years as a 
reading and special education teacher. \Vith her ex
perience in both suburban and urban classrooms, 
high school and elementary schools, and knowledge 
about appropriate materials for children with diverse 
needs, combined with a strong determination to 
make it work, Connie entered the world of sales and 
consulting and for the next twenty years worked as 
an educational sales representative, visiting schools 
and encouraging them to adopt her proposals for 
literacy materials. With persistence and perseverance 
(two of Connie's strong attributes), and working 
solely on commission, she formed her own corpora
tion, Literacy Warehouse, which proved a viable and 
successful enterprise through 2007. 

Connie and her husband, 
Kevin Weber, 1995. 

In 1993, Connie met her second husband, Kevin 
Weber, at a mutual friend's birthday party in Nyack, 
New Yark, and on August 26, 1995, they wed, join
ing forces in life and work. The idea of public ser
vice, the importance of giving back to your corrunu
nity, resonates deeply with both of them. In 2008, 
when Connie's sister, Anne, was teaching in China, 
leaving her house in the swing state of Ohio vacant 
and available, Kevin and Connie decided to live 
there for six weeks to volunteer for Barack Obama's 
first presidential campaign. The experience was li£e
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A P rofile of Constance Messerly Kehoe~ continued 

changing for them. Back in Irvington, encouraged by 
her next-door neighbor, Paula Etzel, chairperson of 
the local Democratic Committee, Connie announced 
her candidacy for village trustee in the 2009 election 
and won! 

Connie being sworn in as Village Trustee by 
Judge Desmond Lyons. 

When not involved in local politics, Connie and 
Kevin live a contented, happy, and active life, with a 
lunchtime Scrabble game now a ritual of retirement. 
Over the years, they have opened their home to sev
en foreign students and continue to be in touch with 
several of them. Together they enjoy dining in Ir
vington's many fine restaurants, meeting friends and 
family for relaxing and fun-filled times at the Irving
ton Boat Club, as well as frequent travel. They are 
both active members of the First Unitarian Society 
of Westchester in Hastings. In celebration of Con
nie's 70th birthday, she and Kevin traveled with her 
sister, Anne; her children, Dylan and Tara Kehoe; 
and friend Alison Beall to Jamaica, where they en
joyed Bob Marley reggae. The foursome of seniors 
then undertook a Road Scholar trip around Cuba. 

To acknowledge that Connie has been, and contin
ues to be, a trusted and valuable asset in the life of 
the village of Irvington is a gross understatement! 
Her valued input, persistence, and perseverance in 
all she undertakes and advocates for are what make 
Connie ... well, Connie. Her eight years of service 
within the local government include her untiring and 
successful efforts to establish the state and nationally 
recognized Irvington Historic District in 2014, and 
in 2017, a resol~tion adopting the Irvington Historic 
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District Design Guide and Recommendations passed 
unanimously. Connie stated, ''Volunteers on the His
toric District Committee and members of the Irving
ton Historical Society played a critical role in getting 
this over the fInish line." 

While Connie recognizes and appreciates the im
portance of Irvington's history, she also believes the 
village would benefIt gready by increasing its diversi
ty in a variety of areas such as lifestyle and economic 
status. Her efforts to obtain affordable housing units 
in the village (some success noted in this area already 
with six affordable units at the recendy sold Founda
tion for Economic Education property on South 
Broadway, including a guarantee that the historic 
Stern house on the property at Station Road remain); 
her persistence as a key and instrumental voice in 
encouraging New York State Assemblyman Tom 
Abinanti, State Senator Andrea Stewart Cousins, and 
Governor Andrew Cuomo to pass a two-year phase
in period for property owners facing large increases 
in real estate taxes; and her activism in getting the 
very popular Farmer's Market (enjoyed by so many 
village residents) up and running are a few of the key 
projects she has championed. 

Also not to be forgotten are Connie's original sug
gestion for an annual "Celebrate Irvington - Historic 
Main Street Festival" (part of Governor Cuomo's 
Path Through History and I L01)e]\.ry programs) and 
her role in the fInal phase of the Tiffany Reading 
Room restoration, the expansion of public Tiffany 
Room tours, and the online Tiffanytrail.com pro
ject-all successful initiatives that reflect Connie's 
vision and dogged stick-to-itiveness. 

A current grant-funded project, The Old Croton Aq
ueduct Crossing (construction began in July, 2017), 
involves improvements to the existing war memori
als on Main Street, as well as a safe bike-and
pedesll1.an crossing in front of the memorials, and 
clear and attractive Old Croton Aqueduct entrances 
and signage. T he existing war memorials, starting 
with WWI, will remain; in addition, a newly confIg
ured area with in-ground pavers will feature sections 
honoring those Irvington men and women (using 

http:pedesll1.an
http:Tiffanytrail.com
http:L01)e]\.ry
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current school-district boundaries) who served in the 
military from the American Revolution up until 
World War I. All these acco11.1.plishments require 
endless work by many in the Village, but Connie 
views her championing of them as rewarding and 
interesting challenges that make a difference in the 
lives they touch. 

These examples are just "a touch" of Connie's finger
prints on All Things Irvington! It's often said that if 
you want to accomplish something worthwhile, get 
the busiest person you know on the team. This defi
nitely applies to Connie. With her cheerful personali
ty and beautiful ever-ready smile, along with her gen
uine friendliness and openness, keen business and 
people experience, Connie is an indomitable force in 
our village, indeed one of Irvington's strongest cheer
leaders; we are blessed to have her as friend and 
neighbor. 

Connie's grandchildren, from left, Juliet 
Kehoe, Ryan T ringone, JD Tringone, 
Ruby Kehoe, and Anabel Kehoe. 

Not surprisingly, Connie has many hobbies, interests, 
~nd ~ctivities that give her great pleasure. She's an 
avid walker-Scenic Hudson Park and the Old Cro
ton Aqueduct are her favorites-and on occasion, a 
serious knitter, with an ever-expanding interest in 
photography and watercolor painting, just to mention 
a few. Her five grandchildren-Anabel, JD, Juliet, 
Ryan, and Ruby-live in N orth Carolina, and Connie 
wishes she was able to spend more time with them. 
Also on her wish list is a visit to the entire roster of 
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battlefields and training sites where, in 1864-65, her 
great-grandfather, David C. Pursely, an underaged 
Union Army soldier, saw action with the 51 st Penn
sylvania Volunteers. 

On September 15, 2017, the hvington Historical 
Society held its major fundraiser of the year, a gala 
complete with cocktail hour, sit-down dinner, danc
ing to live band music, a live and silent auction, and 
much more. A highlight of the evening was the 
recognition of Connie Kehoe, who had been unani
mously selected at a Historical Society Board of 
Trustees meeting as its honoree! When reminded of 
the many memorable events and activities the resi
dents and friends of the village of Irvington have 
been privileged to enjoy, so often the inspirations 
and talents, the enthusiasm and involvement and 
love for Irvington so generously and joyously ex
pressed are gifts of Connie to her many friends and 
neighbors. 

Constance Kehoe D ay in Westchester 

County, Septembe~ 19,2017. 


So here's to Constance Messerly Kehoe, a flower in 
Irvington's garden and an extraordinary gem in our 
village! Mayall her days shine as brightly as she does 
in the life of Irvington! 

-Barbara Kerr Carrozzi 
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Irvington H istorical Society Fall Fundraiser 


On Friday, September 15,2017, the Irvington Historical Society held its Fall Fundraiser hon
oring Village Trustee Constance Messerly Kehoe. Connie has been a longtime friend of the 
Society and a fierce advocate for the historic preservation of the village. More than one hun
dred fifty guests gathered at The Hudson Loft in Irvington for an evening of music, dancing, 
and merriment. The Society is totally member-supported and this event makes possible the 
exhibits, lectures and events that we provide throughout the year. As always, we remain ex
tremely grateful for your generosity. 

Committee members Kristy 
Schmitt and E llen Devlin. 

H onoree Constance Messerly 
Kehoe. 
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E ven t chairm an Bill Schw artz 
welcomes gues ts. 
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Irvington Historical Society Fall Fundraiser 


Event guests (from left) Bob Philipson, Kevin Weber, 
Betty and Sevgin Oktay. 

Society board member Ginny Read, Board Vice
President Barbe Crowley, and DAR member 
Philomena D unn. 

Former Society President Betsy Wilson, with 
guests Betsy Leitzes(l) and Gerald Leitzes. 

Members of the Weber family, from left, Alice King 
Weber, Lawrence Weber, Kevin and Connie, T ricia 
Weber Meier, and Roger Weber. 

Connie's Vassar classmates, from left, Dee Green 
Wilson, Leah Wilcox, and Alison Beall. 
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Historic District Committee members Deb H ar
graves (1) and Earl Ferguson with Connie. 
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Irvington Historical Society F all F undraiser 


Historical Society docent Harriet Jaffee and guest 
A spirited game of Heads & Tails.

enjoying the event. 

State Senator Andrea Stewart Cousins (1), 
honoree, Connie Kehoe, and Society Presi
dent Pat Ryan. 

Connie and Irvington Mayor Brian Smith. 

Board member Sara Kelsey and 
Board Treasurer John Ryan. 

Guests Maryon N oble and Jean 
M acintosh. 

Board member Veronica Gedrich (c) 
with guests, Renee Shamosh (1) and 
Laura Seaman. 
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Down by the Riverside 

Irvington's Waterfront 

Yesterday and Today 


The Irvington Historical Society's new exhibit opened on Sunday, October 1, 2017. 
The exhibit, curated by village resident Bob Connick, traces the history of the Irvington wa
terfront and presents an overview of the river front today. The Mc Vickar House is opened 
on Thursday and Saturday, 1 to 4 pm. 

Display case highlights the early 
history of the Hudson River. 

Panel depicts the riverfront es
tates, circa 1911. The case below 
holds Washington Irving's shirt. 

Overview of the exhibit space. Center table 
contains maps showing the changing con
tours of the riverfront. 
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An enlargement of an early postcard above the 
mantel. 
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DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE~ continued 

Early industry along the river -Lord & 
Burnham, T urner Lumber and the 
Piermont-Irvington ferry. 

Ice harvesting on the river seen 
through photos, prints and tools. 

Costume worn by Kristy Schmitt 
for the 2015 Penguin Plunge at 
Matthiessen Park. 

Photos and memorabilia from the Ardsley 
Country Club. 

Display highlighting Lord & Burn
ham's role during the war years. 

Irvington Boat Club burgee. 
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Restored Town Hall Unveiled 

In early November, after three long years of 
restoration work, Irvington Town Hall was 
unveiled. The beloved building, home to village 
offices, the police department, the Town Hall 
Theater, and the Tiffany Reading Room, was in 

/need of extensive exterior repairs. Although it 
was expected that the work would take time, the 
project was delayed further when the village had 
to find a new contractor to fmish work begun by 
the original contractor. Village residents were 
delighted when the scaffolding, which had 
hidden the structure, was removed and the 
beautifully restored facade could once again 
command a prominent place in the village 
center. 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the Irvington Historical Society was held 
on Friday, November 3, 2017, at the Main Street School. 

IHS Vice President Barbe Crowley recapped the year's programs, ' 
exhibits, and special events, and forecast future plans. Members 
voted to install the proposed slate of new Board members: 
Heather Bancroft, Matthew Mishkin, Scott Mosenthal, Barrett Sea
man Amv Sherwood, and Kevin \'Veber., , 

The highlight of the evening was a talk by historian, Irvington resi
dent and Society Board Member Neil Maher. Maher spoke about, . 
his latest book, Apollo in the Age ojAquarius, which examines the 
influence of the space race to the moon on the social and political 
stmggles of the 1960s era, including those of the civil rights , anti
war, environmental, feminis t, and counterculture movements. 

The evening ended with conversation, refreshments and a book 
slgrung. 

1 1 
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Save the Date: 
Irvington Historical Society lecture 

Adventures in the N eutral Ground: 
Irvington and Philipse Manor in the Revolutionary War 

Dr. Erik Weiselberg 

Sunday, January 21, 2018, 2 - 4 p.m. 


Irvington Public Library 


Visit www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org for details. 

. __ J 
12 

http:www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org
www.irvington.."l:tistoricalsociety

	Fall 2017
	Fall 2017 part



