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A PROFILE OF !

ANDREW CHRISTOPHER 
LYONS!

by Barbara Kerr Carrozzi

For Elizabeth Thompson 
Lyons and Thomas Joseph 
Lyons, December 25, 1949, 
was more than a celebration 
of Christmas. That day, their 
new baby, a son, Andrew 
Christopher Lyons, made his 
debut into this world. The 
middle child of seven (three 
brothers and three sisters), 
Andy was born and raised 
on the South Shore of Long 
Island, where he enjoyed a 
happy childhood surrounded 
by his loving family and his 
many friends. Admittedly 
always “a curious kid,” by 
the age of five he was 
wandering around the 
neighborhood looking for 
any situation that seemed to 

need “his assistance” and 
offering his help (which for 
the most part, as Andy recalls, 
was met with good-natured 
acceptance by the elders).  
Quickly he became known 
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as the neighborhood helper. This character 
trait, as anyone who knows Andy will attest 
to, remains just as strong and intact today.!

After attending local schools (grades 1 
through 4 at South Country School in 
Babylon and grades 5 through 12 at 
Bay Shore schools) and following his 
graduation from high school, Andy 
obtained employment with a 
construction crew responsible for 
building trailer campsites in the 
Ozarks in southern Missouri—quite 
an undertaking for a young boy just 
out of high school. With fall’s arrival, 
Andy enrolled at St. Louis University, 
preparing to study for a degree in 
economics. To help cover his college 
expenses, at age nineteen, between his 
freshman and sophomore years, Andy 
set sail on an American President Lines 
freighter, traveling around the world for the 
next four months; an experience like none 
other and, again, one not usually afforded 
an inexperienced teenager. His innate 
childhood curiosity remained alive and well 
into his early adulthood, leading him into a 
variety of diverse jobs, including a Heliarc 
welder fabricating custom equipment for 
food and beverage processors, and, in 1971 
and 1972, a producer of rock concerts in St. 
Louis  (including those by the Grateful Dead 
at the Fox Theater, a former movie palace 
now a popular performing arts center).  !

When he graduated from university, Andy 
embarked on a very exciting period in his 
life. He began working as a general 

contractor, specializing in the restoration and 
renovation of historic homes and buildings, 
and he met Charlotte Matthews. After dating 
for several years, they married on May 25, 
1974, and while living in St. Louis, they 

welcomed two of their 
three daughters into 
their hearts and home: 
Erin, a writer now living 
in Shaftsbury, Vermont, 
and Maggie, who lives 
with her husband, James 
Natarelli, and their two 
children, Vincent and 
Elizabeth, in Sleepy 
Hollow, New York.  

Their third daughter, 
Charlotte Maury, or 
“Mo” as she is 
affectionately known, 

was born while the family was living in Oak 
Park, Illinois. She is employed at the 
Smithsonian Museum of Natural History and 
resides with her husband, Matthew Gallo, in 
Washington, D.C.!

Unfortunately, in 1981 when mortgage rates 
were soaring to seventeen percent, Andy’s 
construction work came to a screeching halt, 
and he found himself seeking a new career. 
Ever resourceful, he found employment at 
Lehman Brothers at the trading desk on the 
floor of the Chicago Board of Trade. Unsure 
if this new career was for him, Andy and 
Charlotte agreed that she and his daughters 
would remain in St. Louis. After six months 
spending the workweek in Chicago with 
weekend trips to see his family in St. Louis, 
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Andy, Charlotte, Erin, and 
Maggie in St. Louis.
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Andy felt comfortable enough in his new 
position to sell the St. Louis home and 
relocate the family to Oak Park, Illinois. 
After several years, Andy left Lehman 
Brothers for Morgan Stanley, assuming 
responsibility for setting up and managing 
their floor operations in the financial room 
at the Board of Trade.  !

Meanwhile, here in Irvington in the 
mid-1990s, Andy’s brother Michael and his 
cousin Bill Thompson were in negotiations 

for the riverfront Burnham property. While 
attending a family reunion weekend in 
Irvington, Andy was invited by his brother 
to join the team to redevelop the property 
into offices and restaurants. Andy toured the 
site and immediately assessed its awesome 
development potential. Here was another 
new and exciting challenge for him and he 
was ready to take it on. He would be back 
doing what he loved: BUILDING. Andy 
accepted the position as Managing Partner 
of Bridge Street Properties and, in the spring 
of 1996, moved his family to Irvington 
where he knew they would be happy and 
would assimilate nicely into the beautiful 

river village. As Andy relates, “Bridge Street 
was an evolution of plans and ideas. The 
partnership had grand visions, but each step 
had to be funded. Bill would do the leasing, 
Jeff Reich would manage the financing, and 
I would manage the administration, 
development, and construction.” By 2007, 
Bridge Street was essentially complete and, 
as was always the plan, Andy sold his 
interest to the partners and settled into his 
new life in Irvington volunteering for 
projects he was passionate about.!

What a blessing that proved to be for 
Irvington! Known for his organizational 
skills and his ability to “get the job done,” 
Andy assumed numerous civic 
responsibilities that were vital to the life of 
our village. He served as Incident 
Commander for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society’s Hudson River Swim 
for Life; Member, followed by Chair, of the 
Village of Irvington Architectural Review 
Board; Co-Chair of the Irvington Historic 
District Committee; Member of the Off-
Main Street Zoning Committee; Member of 
the Village of Irvington Business 
Improvement Committee; and Trustee and 
Past President of the Irvington Historical 
Society. !

Surprisingly, Andy’s association with the 
Historical Society had a serendipitous 
beginning during the first week of his 
Irvington residency. While walking around 
Halsey Pond that week, Andy met a woman 
also out walking and introductions 
followed. This was his first encounter with 
then Historical Society President Betsy 

!3

Andy visiting Irvington in the 1990s.
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Wilson. Years later when Andy was 
employed at Bridge Street Properties, where 
the Historical Society’s archival materials 

were being stored in donated interior space, 
Betsy and Andy reconnected. It was not long 
before Betsy asked Andy to join Irvington’s 
Historical Society and, thankfully, he agreed.  
Over the years he served as a dedicated, 
faithful, and committed member and past 
president (2007-2014). Beginning with the 
three-year restoration of the McVickar 
House in the early 2000s, when he served as 
site manager, meeting with contractors on 
an almost daily basis, Andy continued to 
oversee the maintenance of the building for 
years after the History Center’s opening to 
the public in 2005. !

We can never forget the nightmare of 
Hurricane Sandy and the flooding and 
devastation of the Historical Society’s 
archives housed at Bridge Street Properties. 
Andy—always the in-charge, get-it-done, 

go-to guy—immediately sprang into action, 
recruiting as many volunteers as he could to 
help move to safety the Society’s artifacts, 
documents, and other items in its collection, 
while painstakingly sorting and 
determining what could be salvaged, and 
finding and constructing a new secure 
storage space. He also spearheaded and 
guided the Society through its infancy of 
digitally preserving and accessing our 
membership roll and collection. Along with 
the many challenges and responsibilities of 
the presidency, Andy also was actively 
involved in the mounting of many of our 
excellent and diverse exhibits, including 
curating a very popular one himself, 
devoted to Irvington’s village public service 
departments.!

An avid and longtime sailor, Andy had 
moved his boat to Annapolis, Maryland, 
where one of his brothers lived and where 
Andy frequently visited. On one of these 
visits, Andy toured the United States Naval 
Academy Maritime Museum, home to one 
of the largest and finest collections of Age of 
Sail models in the world. The basement of 
the museum is home to a model shop, 
staffed by a curator and several volunteers, 
who construct new models as well as repair 
and restore dozens of antiques in the 
collection. Andy was ecstatic! This was for 
him; this was what he wanted to do!  A 
move to Annapolis followed in 2014 and 
now Andy happily volunteers his time and 
talents to restoring and repairing antique 
sailing ship models in the collection. These 
ships are one to two hundred years old and 
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Andy, Betsy Wilson, and Doug Wilson on the 
steps of McVickar House during restoration.
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the restoration and repair work takes many 
months, sometimes over a year to complete.  
While we are genuinely happy that Andy is 
settled in his 
new home and 
finding 
fulfillment in his 
work at the U.S. 
Naval Academy 
Maritime 
Museum, he is 
sorely missed in 
Irvington and 
at the 
Historical 
Society.  In spite of the hundreds of miles 
physically separating him from our village, 
his fingerprints remain on so many things 
Irvington, and his presence and passion for 
local history continue to be felt at McVickar 
House today. !

We were immensely honored and privileged 
to salute and recognize our past president 
and forever friend Andy Christopher Lyons 
at our September 15, 2018 Fall Benefit, a 
Hudson River cruise aboard The Dutchess. !

May love and laughter light your days!
And warm your heart and home!

May good and faithful friends be yours!
Wherever you may roam!

May peace and plenty bless your world!
With joy that long endures!
May all life’s passing seasons!

Bring the best to you and yours.!
An Irish Blessing!

—Barbara Kerr Carrozzi  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Andy at work in the ship model shop.

		 	 	 	 	 	 THE GREAT ESTATES 

The Irvington Historical Society has opened its new exhibit:  
The Great Estates.  Irvington in the mid-nineteenth century 
saw the rise of many grand mansions built on large tracts of 
land by wealthy New Yorkers fleeing the noise, congestion, 
and outbreaks of yellow and typhoid fever plaguing the city. 
Attracted by the convenient rail transportation, cool breezes 
off the Hudson, and rural setting, businessmen, financiers, 
and industrialists bought up the local farms and erected 
large summer residences, setting a pattern that would hold 
until the early twentieth century. !

This exhibit focuses on three of these “great estates”: Cyrus 
Field’s Ardsley, the Wendel property, and the Beltzhoover 
estate, Rochroane.  The McVickar House is open Thursdays 
and Saturdays from 1 to 4 P.M.  Please come and visit.!

—Pat Ryan

Pippa Broadhurst and Michael 
Penta at the exhibit opening.
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A TIP OF THE HAT TO BARBARA SCIULLI!
!
If you’ve ever been to an exhibit at McVickar House—if you’ve ever been to McVickar House—
you’ve felt the influence of our curator, Barbara Sciulli.  Her vision, her humor, her knowledge, 
and her design sense have informed every exhibit, every display, every sign. !

Barbara and her husband, Frank, have recently moved from Irvington to be closer to family.  It’s 
hard to put in words how she is missed and Barbara has always evaded public accolades, 
preferring to work behind the scenes (as she did creating legions of costumes for the Town Hall 
Theater and Irvington High School shows).  But a note of appreciation is in order.!

Barbara has been at the helm of the Historical Society since its early days:  building the 
collection, completing the Archaeological Survey of the 131 Main Street property, helping to 
lay out the office and exhibit spaces of the History Center, and researching and designing 
the Irvington Through the Years timeline on the wall of the Warnock Gallery. !

She set up the Society’s accession protocol and has always maintained the highest 
professional standards in cataloging, preserving, and storing our documents, artifacts, and 
textiles.  In recent years, Barbara has led the effort to digitize our collection, which is now 
not only managed online with PastPerfect software but is in the process of being 
photographed and electronically stored. !

As curator, Barbara infused her many exhibits with wit and flair (those glorious titles:  Frocks, Frills 
& Furbelows!) and a way of enlivening research and text with fashions and accessories of the 
period.  And to those curating their own exhibits, often for the first time, she gave focus and 
encouragement.  With the amazing Collections and Exhibits Committee volunteers, she guided 
decisions about case placement, signage, and best use of available wall space, and supplied well 

chosen supporting material from the IHS collection.  !

Her column, Curator’s Corner, graced many issues of The 
Roost, keeping readers informed about recent acquisitions 
and upcoming exhibits, sharing tips for caring for delicate 
fabrics, describing the catastrophic effects of Superstorm 
Sandy’s river surge into our archive.  And in the wake of 
Sandy, Barbara, with an army of volunteers, took on the 
daunting task of assessing damage, salvaging what could 
be salvaged, and recording what was lost.  She then helped 
secure new archival space around the corner from 
McVickar and oversaw moving the collection.!

Barbara, the Historical Society thanks you for everything 
you’ve done.  We wish you and your family all the very 
best.!

—Ginny Read!

Barbara Sciulli (left) casts an appraising 
eye on Kristy Schmitt’s wedding gown 
for the I Do, I Do program.
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On April 6, 1917, an article appeared on the 
Society Page of the New York Herald 
announcing the wedding of Miss Bernice 
Marks to “Mr. Robert B. Stearns of 
Irvington, N.Y., son of Mrs. Isaac 
Stern.”  The article noted “Mr. 
and Mrs. Stearns will pass their 
honeymoon in the South” and, 
upon their return, they would 
make their home in Irvington.1!

Robert Stearns’ father was Isaac 
Stern, who co-founded the Stern 
Brothers department store in 1867 
and who became one of New 
York City’s leading—and 
wealthiest—dry-goods 
merchants.  Befitting his success, Isaac Stern 
built a mansion at 858 Fifth Avenue in 
Manhattan2 and, in June of 1891, purchased 
a 94-acre estate in Irvington, which he 
named Cedar Lawn and which extended 
from the east side of North Broadway all the 
way to Mountain Road.3 Over the next 
decade, the Sterns remodeled the existing 
mansion into a large, turreted castle and 
constructed a separate, grand guesthouse in 
the middle of their property.  This country 
estate, which today includes the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception, the Irvington 
High School and Middle School campuses, 
the Dearman Park development, and the 
northern portion of the Irvington Woods, 

remained in the Stern family for almost 
ninety years. !

Isaac Stern died on December 5, 1910, and, 
under the terms of his will, left 
his “country residence”—Cedar 
Lawn—to his wife, Virginia, and 
his son, Robert.  At the time, 
Robert Stern was twenty-three 
years old and a recent graduate 
of Yale University.  After his 
father’s death, Robert worked as 
a banker in Europe for several 
years, but ultimately returned to 
the United States and took up 
residence at Cedar Lawn.!

By the time of his marriage to 
Bernice Marks in 1917, Robert had changed 
his surname to Stearns, possibly in tribute to 
his Phillips Academy Andover headmaster, 
Alfred Stearns; possibly to ease his pathway 
into certain parts of the New York and 
European business worlds by anglicizing 
Stern.  In 1923, Robert co-founded the 
financial firm Bear Stearns and went on to 
have a long, successful career on Wall Street.4!

Bernice Marks came from a politically active 
and progressive family.  She was a 1913 
graduate of Vassar College, which during 
her tenure was described as a “hotbed of 
suffrage and socialism.”5  Her father, Marcus 
M. Marks, had retired at the age of forty-five 
to devote his time to civic and philanthropic 
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BERNICE MARKS STEARNS: AN EARLY VANGUARD FOR 
EQUAL RIGHTS  by Chet Kerr
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efforts; he acted as a labor mediator and 
arbitrator, he was appointed to the 
Immigration Commission by Governor 
Hughes, and he served a term as Manhattan 
Borough President.6  Her mother, Esther 
Friedman Marks, was a leader in the fight 
for women’s suffrage, a founder of the 
Women’s City Club of New York, a pioneer 
in the birth-control movement, and a 
member of the National Advisory Council of 
the National Woman’s Party (NWP).7  !

Following her wedding and move to Cedar 
Lawn in the early summer of 1917, Bernice 
Stearns quickly became an active member of 
the Irvington community by participating in 
campaigns to support the Irvington Library 
and the sale of Liberty Bonds on behalf of 
the Women’s Liberty Loan 
Committee.  Like her mother, 
Bernice Stearns was also a 
supporter of the NWP, which 
had broken from the 
National American Woman 
Suffrage Association in 1913 
to take a more activist, 
national approach on the 
issue of women’s suffrage 
and equal rights.8  Following 
the 1920 ratification of the 
Nineteenth Amendment 
giving women the right to 
vote, the NWP turned to 
working toward an Equal 
Rights Amendment to the 
Federal Constitution.  
Working in parallel to this effort, in 1922 
Bernice Stearns and other members of the 

NWP in New York were successful in 
having a Women’s Equal Rights Bill 
introduced in the New York Senate, which 
would have removed restrictions on 
women’s rights to own property, enter into 
contracts, sue for divorce, obtain custody, 
and serve on juries.9!

Building on the work of the early supporters 
for women’s suffrage who had long been 
active in Irvington,10 Bernice Stearns used her 
social position within the community to be a 
vocal advocate for equal rights for women in 
Irvington, the County of Westchester, and the 
State of New York.  On June 15, 1922, she 
hosted more than 100 women at Cedar Lawn 
to discuss the Women’s Equal Rights Bill 
pending before the New York Senate and to 

hear presentations by Alva 
Belmont and Louisine 
Havemeyer, national figures 
who had co-founded the 
NWP with radical suffragist 
Alice Paul.11  !

Over the next several years, 
Ms. Stearns presided over 
numerous meetings and 
events at her Irvington home 
and elsewhere throughout 
the state addressing the 
unequal treatment of women 

under the common law, 
and she remained an 
outspoken advocate for 
equal rights for women as 

the State Vice Chairman of the NWP and an 
active member of the Republican Party.  At 
the national level, she campaigned for 
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Proposed Lucretia Mott Amendment.
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was introduced in Congress in 1923 to 
amend the Federal Constitution to provide 
equal rights for women.12  In that role, she 
also led delegations to meet with the 
Republican Governor Nathan Miller in 1922 
and with the Democratic Governor Al Smith 
in 1924.13!

At a time when many men and women 
resisted changes in the traditional roles of 
women in society, Bernice Stearns was 
willing to step forward and speak out for 
dramatic reform.  While the efforts to pass 

the Women’s Civil Rights Bill in New York 
and the Lucretia Mott Amendment in 
Congress ultimately proved unsuccessful, 
Ms. Stearns’ outspoken advocacy and her 
willingness to put her social position at risk 
to advance a cause she believed in is an 
example to all.!

—Chet Kerr!

Editor’s Note:  In order to preserve the 
pagination of this issue’s print version, the 
author’s source notes can be found on an 
addendum following text page 11. 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A WALK THROUGH TIME: A HISTORY OF THE STEARNS 
PROPERTY AND A WALK THROUGH THE IRVINGTON 

WOODS !
On Sunday, September 30th, village resident Chet Kerr, co-
chair of the Irvington Land Trust, led a program co-sponsored 
by the Irvington Historical Society and the Irvington Woods 

Committee. !

His slide presentation traced the former Stearns property 
from the days of early Native Peoples to its inclusion in 
Philipse Manor to Ridgeview, the mansion built  by 
Augustus C. Richards, and to Cedar Lawn, the name given 
the estate in 1891 by Isaac Stern, co-founder of the Stern 
Brothers department store chain and one of the era’s 
wealthiest New York City merchants. (His son, Robert, 
changed the name to Stearns.)!

Following the lecture, Chet led a guided walk across the 
high school campus—noting the former site of the turreted castle Stern fashioned from 
Ridgeview—past the location of the Stern’s guesthouse, Rockholme (in today’s Dearman 
Park), and along trails in the Irvington Woods that were formerly part of the estate.  
Refreshments followed at the O’Hara Nature Center.!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! —Ginny Read!

BERNICE MARKS STEARNS, continued

Cedar Lawn, the Stern Castle.

Chet and walkers on the trails.
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As facile a speaker as he is a writer, Russell 
Shorto made his third appearance before the 
Irvington Historical Society’s annual 
meeting on November 9th. His topic was his 
latest book, Revolutionary Song, and the six 
characters whose lives intertwined to reflect 
the many political, cultural, and 
psychological forces at work in the Western 
world at the time of the American Revolution.!

A self-described narrative historian, Shorto 
was introduced by IHS member and 
professor emeritus of history at NYU Pat 
Bonomi, who noted that it was the author’s 
study of the Dutch that led him to approach 
the Revolution from the perspective of the 
broader population of the colonies, the 
Dutch being a major component—
particularly here in the Hudson Valley.!

Shorto allowed that he was never interested 
in the American Revolution as traditionally 
taught. ”Blame my high school history 
teachers for not making that period come 
alive,” he said. It was rather his study of the 
Dutch Enlightenment, which grew to become 
the broader European Enlightenment, that set 
him in search of a cross section of people to 
tell the story of the Revolution. “Intellectually 
courageous” thinkers like Descartes and 
Spinoza promoted the notion that “every 
human being is equally valuable” and set in 
motion a global revolution of thought.!

“I spent two years auditioning people for the 
book,” he said. He combed through more 
than 100 biographies before he felt he had 

ones that would form “an organic whole.” 
Then his sister, the artist Gina Dominique, 
sketched charcoal likenesses of the six 
finalists. He used these sketches to introduce 
his audience to the book’s main characters.!

At the center was George Washington, an 
iconic subject of numerous biographies but 
of interest to Shorto because of his 
transformation from an aspiring English 
gentleman living on a Virginia plantation to 
the leader of the colonial rebellion. Key to 
that transformation was the death of his 
father when he was only 11. His hopes of 
going to London quashed, he spent his 
youth struggling to reinvent himself, 
ultimately coming to resent the British 
domination of his and other colonists’ lives. !

Only slightly less prominent than 
Washington at the time was George 
Germaine, the British lord, soldier, and 
ultimately, as undersecretary of state for the 
American colonies, the man who prosecuted 
the war against the upstart colonists with 
what was described as “Roman severity.” 
“Such a beautiful bad guy,” is how Shorto 
described him.!

Abraham Yates was a shoemaker in Albany, 
New York, who successfully re-invented 
himself as a local attorney and politician. He 
was, said the author, “born with a chip on 
his shoulder” against the elite landed British 
and Dutch families of New York. But he 
went on to advise Washington during the 
war, co-write the New York Constitution, 
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and serve as a New York delegate to the 
Congress of the Confederation in 
Philadelphia. Shorto calls Yates the 
“unknown Founding Father.”!

The Seneca chief Kayethwahkeh, known to 
English speakers as Cornplanter, was a 
fearsome warrior who had argued against 
taking sides with either the British or the 
colonists but lost that debate to his rival, the 
firebrand Iroquois Joseph Brant. Despite his 
opposition, he joined Brant in the fight on 
the British side and faced the consequences 
in post-war negotiations with the 
triumphant General Washington.!

Margaret Moncrieffe Coghlan, the 
headstrong daughter of a British army 
officer, found herself trapped inside rebel-
held New York City in the shadow of 
Washington’s headquarters. She deeply 

resented her marriage, forced by her father, 
and spent the rest of her life bridling against 
male domination, yet eventually dependent 
upon it as a serial mistress of various 
aristocrats in London and Paris. !

Venture Smith was born Broteer Furro in 
West Africa, but taken to the Americas as a 
slave. Avoiding the fate of deadly work in 
the sugar cane fields of Barbados, he ended 
up indentured to a series of white owners in 
coastal Connecticut. Smart, determined, and 
enormously strong, he managed to buy his 
freedom and died a relatively wealthy man 
in the new American nation. When Shorto 
spoke about his book in Haddam, 
Connecticut, where Smith eventually settled, 
some of the former slave’s relatives 
approached him afterwards. Seeing the 
sketch Gina Dominique had done, based 
largely on an African mask from Smith’s 
original tribe, they remarked on how much 
it looked like several of his descendants.!

Asked about some of the characters he had 
auditioned that did not make the final cut, 

the author mentioned Alexander 
Hamilton as someone who might 
have played the role ultimately given 
to Washington. Hamilton had appeal, 
he quipped, because “at the time, he 
was not getting much attention.” !

One member of the audience asked 
about the book’s title. Why 
Revolutionary Song? Shorto replied 
that he saw his characters as “six 
different voices singing parts of the 

same song.”  It is music, he said, that 
resonates in today’s cultural and political 
climate in which the issues of class identity, 
authority, nationalism, and freedom are once 
again the subject of fervent debate in 
America and elsewhere.!

—Barrett Seaman  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Russell Shorto shows the charcoal sketch of 
Margaret Moncrieffe Coghlan.
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