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Through the early years of their lives, 
brother and sister enjoyed a close 
relationship that continues to this 
day even though they are now sepa-
rated by many miles. With Mickey 
and her family living in Mississippi, 
frequent and lengthy telephone con-
versations are a cherished part of 
both their lives.   
     When Cromwell was nine months 
old, his parents moved to Meadow 
Street in the Pennybridge section of 
Tarrytown. As legend has it, the 
name Pennybridge was given to this 
southern section of town because a 
penny toll was to be collected for 
every person or head of cattle that 
crossed the wooden bridge carrying 
Broadway across the Mill Brook, 
named for the mill that was located 
on its banks.  (Today we know this 
stream as Sheldon Brook, so named 
for early resident and large landown-
er, Colonel Henry Sheldon.) 

A Profile of Cromwell George Smith 
by Barbara Kerr Carrozzi 

Irvington Historical Society 

When the lovely Margaret McMahon, 
whose ancestry was rooted in County 
Kerry, Ireland, met George Smith from 
Yonkers, New York, a romance quickly 
blossomed and before long the young 
couple was “an item.” Sometime later, 
they wed and established their first 
home in Yonkers.  Happy and in love, 
Margaret’s and George’s joy knew no 
bounds when it was determined that 
they were to become parents. On No-
vember 12, 1926, their beautiful baby 
boy, Cromwell George Smith, was born. 
Three years later an adorable daughter, 
Mary Lorraine, known to one and all as 
“Mickey,” joined the young family.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cromwell and his sister, 
Mickey, 1944. 
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 A Profile of Cromwell George Smith, continued  

     Cromwell’s school days from kindergarten 
through eighth grade were spent at the old Penny-
bridge School on Sheldon Avenue (currently the 
Elizabeth Mascia Child Care Center), where one 
teacher was responsible for teaching two grades in 
one classroom. With a smile on his face, Cromwell 
relates that there were nine children in his eighth-
grade graduating class!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     An academic achiever, he pursued other interests 
as well. Young, strong, and athletic, he was a mem-
ber of the baseball, basketball, and football teams at 
Irvington High and served as art editor for his high 
school yearbook, Sunnyside.  
     Four years of high school in the big redbrick 
building on Main Street (now referred to as the 
Main Street School) passed quickly, culminating in 
his graduation at age 17 as a member of the class of 
1944.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     In 1929, Cromwell and his parents lived for a 
short period of time in a small bungalow built by his 
father on Embree Street. His father commissioned a 
local contractor to build a larger house on the same 
property, which was completed in 1932, in the midst 
of the longest, deepest, and most widespread eco-
nomic depression of the 20th century. With the 
mounting need for extra funds for living expenses, 
the family rented out the bungalow as well as two 
upstairs bedrooms in the larger home, with all of the 
home’s occupants sharing the kitchen and bathroom. 
It was not an easy time, but everyone, realizing the 
dire situation at hand, cooperated and made it work!  
     By the late 1930s, little villages and communities 
all over America were beginning to rise up once again 
after the worst of the Depression had abated.  Slow-
ly, men were able to obtain gainful employment, 
women were able to oversee their homes as in for-
mer days, and children were once again enjoying in-
nocent and carefree days, forming friendships and 
bonds that lasted through the changing years. Crom-
well’s childhood was no different, and many of those 
friendships, forged so long ago, remain today. Tele-
phone calls from former classmates and other long-
time friends (Margaret Thornton Welch, Fred and 
Hugh Stein, Joe Staffeira, Al Medovich, Josephine 
“Josie” Otivich Dinan, and John Morrison to name a 
few) are eagerly anticipated and cherished by caller 
and receiver alike.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cromwell in eighth grade. 

Cromwell, Mickey, and father, 
George, at high school graduation. 

Willie Kerr (l) and Cromwell in 1951. 



A Profile of Cromwell George Smith, continued  
The Roost 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Upon graduation, Cromwell enlisted in military 
service, as did many of his classmates.  Anxious to 
reach the age of 18 and to start basic training, 
Cromwell found the five months between gradua-
tion and his November birthday unending.  Finally 
in November 1944, Cromwell joined the U.S. Navy, 
receiving his training at the Samson Training Base in 
Seneca County, N.Y., on the eastern shore of Sene-
ca Lake, and at the United States Naval Training 
Center in Bainbridge, Maryland, on the bluffs of the 
Susquehanna River, where he was schooled as an 
Electrician’s Mate.  
     When his training was completed, Cromwell be-
gan serving active duty in the Pacific Theater aboard 
the U.S.S. Chiwawa (AO-68), an oil tanker affection-
ately referred to as “King of the Oilers,” whose mis-
sion was to refuel all the military ships in the area. 
One of the many frightening and harrowing experi-
ences Cromwell and his shipmates endured while 
stationed in the Pacific was living through a ty-
phoon!  
     For his dedicated service to his country, Crom-
well received many citations and commendations, as 
well as the Pacific-Asiatic Theater, American Thea-
ter, Victory, and German Occupation medals. When 
the war ended in 1945, he continued to sail on the 
Chiwawa throughout Europe, Iceland, the Panama 
Canal, and many other locations until his Honorable 
Discharge from the U.S. Navy in July 1946. 

     With the aid of the G.I. Bill, Cromwell enrolled 
as a student at Clarkson University in Canton, N.Y., 
graduating with a degree in Electrical Engineering. 

As Clarkson was landlocked, it did not offer a Navy 
ROTC program, but did offer one for the U.S. Ar-
my. One of Cromwell’s friends decided to sign him 
up for the program—thus, the beginning of his illus-
trious Army career. Throughout his college days, he 
attended the Army’s Officer Candidate School, grad-
uating in 1950 as a commissioned 2nd Lieutenant. 
The start of the Korean War on June 25, 1950, coin-
cided with his graduation and Cromwell was called 
to serve once again—this time as a soldier.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cromwell in the U.S. Navy, 1944. The U.S.S. Chiwawa oil tanker on which Cromwell 
served. 

Captain Smith, Signal Corps,  
Fort Monmouth, N.J., early 1960s. 
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A Profile of Cromwell George Smith, continued  

     Fortunately, he was sent to Germany rather than 
Korea, the rationale being that his expertise as a 
member of the Signal Corps would be better utilized 
helping to rebuild decimated, war-torn Germany. 
(Interestingly, the brigade that Cromwell and three 
other white officers commanded in Germany was 
one of the last segregated units in the Army.) During 
both these periods of war, Cromwell and our brave, 
often very young, military men and women endured 
tremendous life-changing challenges and experienc-
es, for which America owes them an immense debt 
of gratitude.  
     Eventually, Cromwell switched from the Signal 
Corps to a Civil Affairs Unit. He remained an active 
reservist with the U.S. Army from October 1952 
through November 1986, and for more than 30 
years he reported for preparedness training one 
weekend a month, with two weeks out of every year 
reserved for extensive training in readiness and re-
sponse to natural disasters as well as civil crises—
such as being called to assist recovery efforts after 
the devastation and destruction of Hurricane Ca-
mille, and to help during the U.S. postal strike of 
1970, the largest wildcat strike in America’s history. 
In less critical situations, Cromwell spent a large 
amount of his time recruiting for the Army.  Ever 
the student, he continued taking courses at NYU 
and other institutions, with his mind and heart deter-
mined always to be up-to-date and current with his 
knowledge and skills. His combined Navy and Army 
military service spanned more than 40 years, closing 
with an honorable discharge as a Colonel in 1986.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Simultaneously, Cromwell has had an extremely 
active civilian life including traveling extensively in 
Europe, re-activating his love of art with painting, 
playing golf, and continuing to serve (still today) as 
an active member in the Knights of Columbus St. 
Elmo Council in Tarrytown.  In March 1970, a 
friend, Al Fiorella, introduced him to Bronx-born 
Miss Joan Baker, who was teaching middle-school 
students in the Yonkers public school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     A born teacher, Joan later taught high-school 
students at Our Lady of Victory Academy in Dobbs 
Ferry, and then preschoolers at the Tarrytown 
Nursery School where she remained for nineteen 
years. Cromwell had waited some time to get mar-
ried, but at the age of forty-five, he found his love 
and he and Joan wed on May 29, 1971.  
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Cromwell and Joan Smith on the occasion of his 
retirement at West Point. 

Cromwell Smith and Joan Baker at their 
wedding, May 29, 1971. 

Three Smith generations: George, Brian, and 
Cromwell at Indian Lake, summer, 1986. 
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A Profile of Cromwell George Smith, continued   

Cromwell also continues to enjoy time spent from 
June through October at the couple’s Adirondack 
home on Indian Lake, which holds so many won-
derful memories. He also cherishes another very 
dear memory:  the 2013 Hudson Valley Honor 
Flight in which he and six other veterans (five male, 
one female) participated. Hudson Valley Honor 
Flight is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organization cre-
ated to honor American veterans for all their many 
sacrifices, and they transport these heroes to Wash-
ington, D.C., to visit and reflect at the memorials of 
their branch of service. Irvington resident Deb Field 
is the organizer of these flights and has accompa-
nied these true American heroes on many of the 
trips. As Cromwell nears his 91st birthday in No-
vember, the golden hair that crowned his head has 
turned to silver, but his disciplined military carriage, 
the twinkle in his blue Irish eyes, and his beautiful 
ever-ready smile remain unchanged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sitting around the dining room table in Joan and 
Cromwell’s warm and welcoming home, listening to 
an amazing, distinguished, and proud American 
patriot’s life story, was both an honor and a privi-
lege. It is with the utmost respect, dignity, humility, 
and gratitude that we salute Colonel Cromwell 
George Smith, truly an admirable and exemplary 
member of the Greatest Generation and our 
hometown hero! 

—Barbara Kerr Carrozzi 

     Adding to the happiness they shared came the 
January 6, 1974, birth of their son, Brian Cromwell 
Smith, who is currently the popular mayor of the 
Village of Irvington (2011–present). Brian and his 
wife, Keira Munigle Smith, and their two children, 
Isabella (“Bella,” 15) and Ronan (12), happily com-
plete the Smith family.   
 
              

Cromwell’s civilian work history included positions 
for a brief time with AT&T in Manhattan and ap-
proximately ten years’ employment in the rod mill 
division of Anaconda Wire and Cable in Hastings-
on-Hudson.  For the next twenty years, Cromwell 
served as chief of the electrical branch at West Point 
Military Academy, responsible for all electrical 
maintenance at the Academy, retiring from there as 
senior electrical engineer in 1988. However, he did 
not stay retired for long.  Cromwell worked as a 
substitute teacher at Blythedale Children’s Hospital 
in Valhalla, and, for a period of eight years, he and 
Joan also became foster parents who were both very 
involved with the care of their foster children. To 
this day, one young man cared for during those 
years remains a very large part of their lives.   
     A lifelong member of Transfiguration Church in 
Tarrytown and a Pennybridge resident for 90 years, 

From left, Cromwell, Bella, Joan, Brian, and      
Ronan. 

Cromwell participating in the Honor 
Flight to Washington, D.C. , 
4/20/2013. 
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“Tomorrow’s Historians” Student Research  
Symposium 

The Roost 

On Wednesday, May 31, seventeen Irvington High School 
students participated in the annual Peter K. Oley 
“Tomorrow’s Historians” Student Research Symposium  
co-hosted by the high school and the Historical Society. 
Students shared their historical research with local histori-
ans, community members, and classmates.  

“The event provides students with the opportunity to en-
gage in a live discussion and debate with their peers and the 
community, and to apply their research to other fields out-
side of their research topic,” said Dr. Erik Weiselberg who 
organizes the event every year. In addition, historians and 
Society members Dr. Neil Maher and Dr. Pat Bonomi add-
ed their support to the evening.  

The presentations were exceptionally well done, the topics 
varied and interesting, and the discussion stimulating. As 
one presenter, Sam Herte, wrote, “As a student of history 
and one of the presenters in the symposium, I thought that 
the night was a great way for students to show our hard 
work to people who really do care. The 2017 Irvington 
Historical Society symposium was a great success!” 

Dr. Erik Weiselberg leads a panel discussion with a 
group of students. 

Sam Herte (l) and Jordan Schwed present  the 
research results of their Local History Senior  
Internships.  

Samuel Lapine answers an audience 
member’s question. 

Elizabeth Hargraves presents her paper, 
Racism in “The War on Drugs.” 

Madeline Calick receives her 
certificate from Dr. Neil Maher. 
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WHO WILL TELL YOUR STORY? 

AN EVENING WITH THE HAMILTONS OF IRVINGTON 
 This show began with Pat Bonomi’s sugges-
tion to the Irvington Historical Society that we cre-
ate a program around Irvington’s natural link to the 
current Hamilton craze: Alexander Hamilton’s son 
James (1788-1878), who in 1835 purchased 290 
acres in the Village, naming the estate Nevis to hon-
or his father’s Caribbean birthplace.  
 Pat Ryan, Irvington Historical Society Presi-
dent, and the Board of Trustees loved the concept. 
All agreed that students should be the center of the 
show. And so we turned to Scott Mosenthal, former 
principal of Irvington High School, who immediate-
ly thought to invite the participation of Irvington 
8th grader Liam Oley, a talented composer and afi-
cionado of Lin Miranda’s musical, Hamilton. 
 We contacted the schools, announced audi-
tions, and were amazed when 40+ students, ranging 
from 4th to 12th grade, blew us away with not only 
their singing ability but also their love and 
knowledge of Hamilton.  
 We enlisted Yale history professor and re-
nowned Alexander Hamilton scholar, Joanne Free-
man, to enrich the program with a talk on Alexander 
and the Hamilton family. 

 We view the show as a history lesson 
wrapped in a theatrical production. Act I is geared 
towards sharing some of the music of Lin Miranda’s 
Hamilton, along with background on Alexander 
Hamilton’s early life and rise to fame as a founder of 
the nation. 
 Act II focuses on James Hamilton. Liam 
composed the music; Scott and Liam wrote the lyr-
ics. Irvington High School graduates Erik Weisel-
berg (now history teacher at Irvington High School) 
and Neil Maher (now history professor at Rutgers), 
composed and re-enacted a conversation between 
Washington Irving (Erik) and James Hamilton 
(Neil) set in the 1840s.  
 The slideshows featuring scenes of Irvington 
− the Nevis estate, Sunnyside, the aqueduct, artifacts 
and maps − are the work of Irvington High School 
senior Remy Mermelstein and Historical Society 
Board member Steve Beech.  
 We could not be more proud of our student 
singers (some making their theatrical debuts). They  
put their hearts into the show, and working with 
them was an absolute pleasure. 

−Pat Bonomi, Scott Mosenthal, Pat Ryan 
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WHO WILL TELL YOUR STORY?, continued  

Liam Oley, composer of original music and mu-
sical director, takes a bow! 

Early days brought long hours of rehearsals for the 
ensemble: Claire Brady, Rayna Gupta, Levi Halliwell, 
Malka Halliwell, Brady Kadro, Riley Khan, Ellie 
Knudson, Charlotte Kraus, Eliav Malone, Matthew 
O’Reilly, Maureen O’Reilly, Maren Piersal, Ronan 
Smith, Carleigh Taylor and Abigail Vincent. 

Sasha Paris−Carter doing vocal warm-ups with the cast. 

Jack  van der Spuy as young 
James Hamilton. 

Ryan Thompson as James 
Hamilton. 

Ryan Thompson and Josie Dring. 

Back-up singers and vocal arrangers, from left, Elizabeth 
Hetzel, Amanda Berkson, and Olivia Berkson.  
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WHO WILL TELL YOUR STORY?, continued  

Our Peggys, from left, Katie LeBuhn, Sadie 
McRae, and Miriam Chester. 

Adam Raymond, Ingmar Ast, and Melissa Kim singing  
“Oh Nevis.” 

Dr. Neil Maher as James Hamilton and Dr. Erik 
Weiselberg as Washington Irving.  

From left, Jordyn Eckers, Victoria Assade, Emmaline 
LeBuhn, and Samara Laks. 

Yale history professor, Dr. Joanne 
Freeman. 

Dr. Pat Bonomi, professor 
emerita, New York University. 

Dr. Scott Mosenthal, former Irving-
ton High School principal. 
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WHO WILL TELL YOUR STORY?, continued  

Lisa Kusiak as Angelica. Katie LeBuhn raps as MC in Act II. Henry (l) and Jack Lobel. 

Our Elizas, from left, Clara Montgomery, Sadie 
McCrae, and Josie Dring. 

Miriam Chester, Charlie Miles, and Hudson Svigals. 

Katie LeBuhn, Victoria Assade, 
and Melissa Kim. Who Will Tell Your Story? finale. 

Liam Oley leads the cast off-
stage. 
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Upcoming Events 

 
The Irvington Historical Society is delighted to an-
nounce the first winner of  the Irvington Historical So-
ciety Scholarship, Jordan Schwed. To be awarded annu-
ally, the scholarship recognizes a graduating senior for  
academic achievement and a devotion to history.  Jor-
dan exhibits a true love of  history. He has taken every 
history course at the high school and gone on to take 
courses at SUNY Purchase. He also devoted his Senior 
Internship to local history, mentored by Dr. Erik 
Weiselberg and assisted by IHS Board Member, Sue 
Robinson.  Some of  Jordan’s research will be featured 
in the Society’s next exhibit. We wish Jordan every suc-
cess in his future studies. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

  Coming this fall: 
 

Irvington Historical Society Fall Benefit 
Friday, September 15, 2017 

Hudson Loft 
 

New exhibit coming in September 
The Great Estates—Part I 

 
 

Historical Society Annual Meeting 
Featuring Dr. Neil Maher 

Friday, November 3, 2017, 7 p.m. 
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Save the Date 
 

Irvington Historical Society Fall Benefit 
Friday, September 15, 2017 

Hudson Loft 
 

Honoring Village Trustee 
Constance M. Kehoe 

 
 

Visit www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org for details. 


