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shot was an accident. 
 
The Barney family’s association with 
Irvington began in 1860, when C.T.’s 
uncle, Danford Barney, purchased 
from Thomas McNamee thirty acres 
surrounding what is now Station 
Road, including the mansion named 
Rosedale that stood between current 
Maple and Willow Streets until 1928.  
Danford kept accumulating nearby 
property until by 1867 he owned an 
estate extending from Broadway to 
the Hudson River, and running 
north from near Dows Lane to a 
block short of Main Street.  The 
driveway from Broadway to Rosedale 
became the route of Station Road. 
 
Danford Barney, born in upstate 
New York, had started his successful 
business career in Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he began a commodity  

The Barneys of Irvington 
by Patrick Gilmartin 

Irvington Historical Society 

At 10:00 AM on Thursday, November 14, 
1907, the sound of a single gunshot rang 
out in the quiet of the stately mansion at 
the corner of Fifth Avenue and East 
38th Street, Manhattan, and Charles T. 
(“C.T.”) Barney crumpled to the floor of 
his bedroom.  Less than five hours later 
he was dead from a self-inflicted wound 
to his abdomen.  So ended the life of a 
man from whom Barney Park derives its 
name, and whose family name is carried 
by Barney Brook.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Only three weeks before that fatal day, 
C.T. Barney had been forced to resign as 
president of the Knickerbocker Trust 
Company as the financial Panic of 1907 
began unfolding. Perhaps understanda-
bly, the New York Times on November 15 
reported his death as a suicide even 
though the coroner’s physician and the 
Barney family doctor suggested that the 

Charles T. Barney 
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The Barneys of Irvington, continued  

brokerage and freight-forwarding enterprise in part-
nership with his younger brother, Ashbel, who would 
later become C.T.’s father.  In 1849 Danford moved 
to Buffalo, New York, where in addition to the origi-
nal business he bought a bank, expanding the scope of 
the Barneys’ interests in the financial sphere.  Four 
years later he became president of Wells Fargo & 
Company, and in 1857 he moved to New York City. 
 
Ashbel, who did not join his brother in New York 
until 1857, continued to run the business in Cleveland.  
In 1846 he married Susan Tracy, whose brother, 
James Jared Tracy, was the dean of the Cleveland 
banking community.  In 1851, their son Charles Tracy 
Barney was born. Two years after Ashbel moved with 
his family to Manhattan, he joined Danford as an ex-
ecutive of Wells Fargo, and in 1869 and 1870 he again 
followed in his brother’s footsteps by serving as presi-
dent of that company.   At various times Ashbel was 
also president of the Northern Pacific Railroad and 
the United States Express Company.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Danford died in 1874 and was interred in Sleepy Hol-
low Cemetery.  After his death, his widow and five 
surviving children delivered a deed to Ashbel convey-
ing to him clear title to slightly more than twelve acres 
in the northwesterly part of Danford’s Irvington hold-
ings that, according to an 1870 map, had been consid-
ered Ashbel’s property.  A New York County Su-
preme Court decree partitioned the rest of Danford’s 
Irvington property and other holdings, including 5 
Wall Street, among his heirs.  Three of his children 

became owners of the general area straddling the 
aqueduct from what is now Station Road north to 
about one block short of Main Street and running 
from Broadway to South Eckar Street. 
 
C.T. Barney graduated from Williams College in 
1870.  In 1875 he married Laurinda (“Lilly”) Col-
lins Whitney, whose brother, William, became the 
patriarch of the Whitney family.  He and C.T. were 
partners in many business ventures, including real 
estate development in Washington Heights and 
Manhattan’s first substantial subway line, the IRT 
or Interborough Rapid Transit line. The Knicker-
bocker Trust Company, which at the time of C.T.’s 
demise had become the third largest trust company 
in New York, was founded by C.T. and Whitney in 
1884, shortly after Whitney completed serving as 
Corporation Counsel of the City of New York. 
 
Ashbel Barney died in 1886 and, among other 
things, C.T. inherited his Irvington property.  In 
March 1894, most of Danford’s Irvington property 
was sold by his heirs to John Brisben Walker, a 
fascinating character who had purchased Cosmopoli-
tan magazine in 1889.  Three months later, C.T. 
followed suit by conveying to Walker the western 
part of the property he had inherited from his fa-
ther. Walker commissioned the prominent archi-
tect Stanford White to build a new headquarters 
for Cosmopolitan on the land that he acquired from 
C.T.  The building was completed in 1895 and is 
today known as the Trent Building, although many 
changes from the original have been made. 
 
The deed to Walker from C.T. had some interest-
ing provisions.  It specified that excluded from the 
conveyance was any ownership interest in the 
“cottage” located on the land covered by the deed.  
Moreover, it required Walker to move that house 
to a new location north of Barney Brook by no 
later than May 1, 1895, in such manner that when 
the move was completed it would be “in as good 
condition as it now is” and ready for renting.  
Walker was to pay C.T. an additional $5,000 if this 
condition was not met. 

Ashbel  Hinman Barney 
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Walker met the deed requirement.  The “cottage” is 
now the residence of Jack Hurson, a former mayor 
of Irvington.  Judith Doolan Spikes and Anne Marie 
Leone, in Irvington, Then & Now, suggest that the 
“cottage” had been built before the Revolution by 
John Buckhout, a tenant of the Phillipsburg farm. 

 
 

As early as 1891 C.T. had begun building private 
houses for rental use on the northerly part of the 
property he had inherited from his father, and a 
map drawn in June 1907, just months before C.T.’s 
demise, shows six houses in the area that is now 
Barney Park.  Meanwhile, C.T.’s other ventures were 
prospering.  At the time of his death he had inter-
ests in 32 other corporations, many of them finan-
cial institutions. 
 
C.T.’s downfall came about because of his associa-
tion with two shady characters named Charles 
Morse and F. Augustus Heinze, who had gained 
control of several banks.  The Knickerbocker Trust 
Company made many loans to them and their 
banks.  In 1907, Morse and Heinze tried to corner 
the market on shares of the United Copper Compa-
ny, believing they could make a fortune by squeez-
ing those who had sold the stock of that company 
short.  The attempt failed because there were suffi-
cient shares outstanding to ensure that the short 
sellers had no trouble in finding enough to cover 
their position.  With the failure, many of the banks 
that owed money to Knickerbocker Trust also 
failed.   

 
C.T. Barney was obliged to resign from Knicker-
bocker Trust on October 21, 1907.  The next day so 
many account holders showed up to withdraw their 
funds that police had to be called in to keep order.  
By noon that day the Trust Company had run out of 
cash to meet the withdrawal demands and shut its 
doors, prompting a run on all banks that precipitat-
ed the financial crisis that became known as the 
Panic of 1907. The Panic was not quelled until J.P. 
Morgan, who had been attending an Episcopal re-
treat in Virginia, made a hasty return to New York 
City and convened a meeting of the heads of all the 
important city banks.  During an all-night meeting at 
his Fifth Avenue mansion, Morgan essentially com-
pelled them to provide funds to the failing banks, 
with the exception of Knickerbocker Trust.  Morgan 
declined to help the latter because of its role in 
bringing about the crisis.  By the time the Panic sub-
sided, the Stock Exchange had declined 50% from 
its high.  (As one of those strange coincidences of 
history, Morgan’s son, J.P. Morgan, Jr., was born in 
Irvington in 1867.) 
 
The last member of the Barney family to live in Ir-
vington was Azuba Latham Barney, granddaughter 
of Danford and his second wife, Florence Azuba 
(née Latham) Barney.  Azuba married Reginald H. 
Jaffray on April 22, 1896, in New York City and 
their Irvington home was that of her father, Arthur 
L. Barney.  Less than a month after their marriage, 
Reginald’s right leg was cut off by a New York Cen-
tral train but he recovered well.  Azuba died in 1943, 
and Reginald died in 1947.  Their nine-acre estate 
was sold in 1948 to Camille Brady of Yonkers who, 
in 1950, began the process of subdividing it into 
what is today Jaffray Park. 
 
C.T.’s son, Ashbel, did not marry but managed the 
estate’s properties until his death in Brookville, Long 
Island, in 1945.  His Long Island home was once a 
wing of a historic chateau in a village about 120 
miles from Paris that he had dismantled and shipped 
to the U.S. in 1927.  C.T.’s other son, James W., was 
elected to the Board of the New York Zoological 

The “cottage” as it looks today.  
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Society to succeed his father in that post very soon 
after C.T.’s death.  James was an architect who 
moved to Paris, France.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One of C.T.’s grandchildren, Charles Tracy Barnes, 
son of his daughter Katharine and Courtland Dixon 
Barnes, her husband, was a member of the OSS in 
World War II and was awarded the Silver Star for 
bravery during a mission behind German lines.  He 
later became a CIA executive, instrumental both in 
the overthrow of Guatemalan President Árbenz and 
the Bay of Pigs invasion.  Another of Katharine’s 
children became the third wife of American author 
John O’Hara. 
   
Rosedale and the Barney descendents may no longer 
be found in Irvington, but the family name lives on 
in the neighborhood of Barney Park, carved out of 
C.T.’s land, and in the brook that still courses down 
from the Irvington Woods and through the former 
Barney estate. 

—Patrick Gilmartin 
Editor’s Note: Footnotes appear in the online version of this 
article, available on www.irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org. 

The Roost 

A limited edition folk art print of Irvington’s Main Street by artist Patricia Dignam Gallagan 
is available for sale. Patricia Dignam Gallagan grew up in East Irvington and is an IHS grad-
uate. She currently resides in Manchester, NH. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This colorful print is available for $60 and a 
portion of the cost goes to benefit the Historical Society. To order for pickup at McVickar 
House, call Barbara Carrozzi at 914.591.7504. This is a wonderful gift for all occasions! 

Katharine Lansing Barney Barnes 
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The Gilligan Family 

by Barbara Kerr Carrozzi 
                
 
 
 
 
 

           Catherine L. Gilligan             Daniel A. Gilligan 

of land, rolling hills, and lush greenery of their 
beautiful and endearing homeland.  
 In 1880, at the age of 26, Daniel married his 
beloved Catherine and established a home at 113–
115 Main Street (which today houses Houlihan 
Lawrence as well as several apartments). Catherine’s 
mother was a sister of Judge John Sullivan, Jr., a 
colorful and influential figure in the area with 
whom Catherine resided after the death of her par-
ents. For a time, it is believed that Catherine also 
lived with her sister, Annie F. Cooney, at Sullivan’s 
Hotel, located in the vicinity of the juncture of 
Mountain and Taxter Roads in East Irvington, 
commonly referred to by “Dublinites” as “The 
Square.” 
  A bit of folklore regarding Judge John Sulli-
van:  Wally Buxton, in a January 12, 1966, article in 
the Tarrytown Daily News, recounts a fatal and tragic 
incident that was reported in the Daily Graphic: New 
York dated February 21, 1876.  Four days earlier, on 
February 17, there had been a bold, botched rob-
bery attempt by three men at the home of the 
judge. One of the trio was Dr. Rugg, a practicing 
dentist and Irvington resident who, acting as a de-
tective and following up on a tip he received, in-
formed Yonkers police that a robbery was planned 
for the early morning hours at Sullivan’s home. See-
ing the culprits arrive at the judge’s home, the  

 There are very few families residing in Ir-
vington today who can claim ancestry in the village 
dating back to America’s Civil War, but that is a 
proud distinction held by the Gilligan family, who 
acknowledge, “It all began with Daniel." 
 The year is 1861, and seven-year-old Daniel 
Gilligan, son of Irish immigrant parents John and 
Elizabeth Gilligan, arrives in Irvington. John and 
Elizabeth, both in their early twenties, sailed from 
Ireland to begin a new life in America during the 
Great Famine, a period of massive starvation, dis-
ease, and emigration in their native land. They set-
tled in Manhattan, and soon welcomed two children 
into their hearts and home: a son, Daniel, born in 
1854, and a daughter, Jane, two years later. With a 
growing family, John and Elizabeth moved from 
Manhattan to Irvington.  
 Daniel thrived in his new hometown, enjoy-
ing a typical boyhood, attending the local school and 
growing into an enterprising and gregarious young 
man who was known to love to dance and did so 
quite well. It was only a matter of time before the 
handsome young man had the very good fortune of 
meeting young Catherine Cooney from the most 
charming little spot east of the village, known as 
Dublin—a name bestowed on this special area by the 
large number of Irish immigrants who settled there 
and who were reminded daily by its large open tracts 
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policeman closed in on them, heard a pistol shot, 
rushed the door, encountered Judge Sullivan, who 
apparently had fired the shot, and mistaking the 
judge for one of the robbers, hit him with his billy 
club. It was Dr. Rugg who had been shot and who 
died shortly thereafter. It remains a mystery to this 
day why no one thought to inform Judge Sullivan 
that Rugg was a detective (who had alerted police 
to the robbery attempt), and also why no one was 
arrested for his murder.      
 Over the next 20 years, Daniel and Cathe-
rine welcomed ten children into the world, all of 
them born in the 113 Main Street home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Daniel was known for more than forty 
years as a master painter/decorator, employing 
many local men in his business. Extremely civic-
minded, he was village treasurer for 25 years, elect-
ed a trustee of the old Irvington Fire Association of 
which he was a member, and served as treasurer of 
the Workingmen’s Benevolent Association.  Daniel 
was a lifelong, faithful, and loyal parishioner of the 
Immaculate Conception Church and had generous-
ly donated one of the beautiful stained glass win-
dows in the sanctuary.  (Sadly, the old stone church 
was destroyed by fire in 1972.)  When he bought 
his 11 North “E” (Eckar) Street home, it quickly 
became known as “Gilligan Hall” and was the site 
of a Democratic Primary meeting in 1915, as well as 
numerous other social and political gatherings in 

the late teens into the 1920s.  At the age of seventy-
six, in March 1930, Daniel succumbed to injuries 
sustained while cranking his Ford truck on West 
Clinton Avenue, and was interred in the family plot 
in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. The village had lost one 
of its earliest, well-known and dearly loved resi-
dents.     
 Catherine was a loyal and faithful wife to 
Daniel, and a loving and caring mother to her ten 
children. Her oldest child, John, headed west for 
California in 1901 at the age of nineteen. He mar-
ried Margaret A. Goodwin of Aspen, Colorado, and 
fathered five children (Francis, Joseph, John, Timo-
thy, and Lucille). 
 Valentine never married, remained in the 
village, and worked in the family painting and deco-
rating business.  
 The first daughter, Frances, known as 
“Sis,” married Delos Baldwin, had no children, and 
made her home in the Catskills. 
 Adelaide married James Joseph Lyden, who 
served Irvington as village judge and also Chief of 
the Irvington Fire Department. They had one son, 
Col. Joseph J. Lyden, a life-long military man and 
member of the Irvington Fire Department. 
 Sadly, James died of influenza at age 10. 
 Raymond graduated from Irvington High 
School and studied at Fordham Law School. A 
member of the Irvington Fire Department for thir-
teen years, he resigned to enlist in the Army Ord-
nance Corps, serving in France during World War I 
with the rank of Lieutenant. Upon his return to the 
village after the war, Raymond was elected Police 
Justice, subsequently serving as village attorney for 
three years. He married Lillian Mauer and they had 
four children (Raymond, Peggy Lou, James, and 
Lawrence). 
 Grace married James McElwain, had two 
sons, James and Daniel, and nine grandchildren. 
They resided in North Tarrytown (Sleepy Hollow). 
 Albert married Marguerite Leitch and fa-
thered two children, Daniel and Joan. He resided in 
Brooklyn, NY; Ankara, Turkey; Bermuda; and 
Greenland while doing legal work for the govern-
ment. He was also a stenographer for the New York 

Daniel Gilligan and his four daugh-
ters (from left, Blanche, Frances, 
Grace and Adelaide) in front of 113 
Main Street. 
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 Additionally, Frank Sr. held the positions of 
secretary and president of Painter’s Local No.531 
and was a delegate to Westchester County Painter’s 
Council and National Convention in the 1920s. An 
Army veteran of World War I, having served with 
the 153rd D.B.R.D, 879th Aero Squadron, Frank was 
a past commander and treasurer of Irvington’s for-
mer Philip McGovern American Legion Post. Join-
ing the Irvington Fire Department in 1914, he re-
mained an active member for forty-eight years, as 
well as remaining active within Irvington’s Demo-
cratic Party and the Holy Name Society of the Im-
maculate Conception Church. 
 Today, one hundred and fifty-five years af-
ter young Daniel Gilligan came to reside in our 
beautiful village nestled along the Hudson River, 
Frank X. Gilligan II, living at 8 Home Place, carries 
on the long-lived residency and the tradition of 
community service for which his ancestors are re-
membered.  
 Growing up in the village, Frank attended 
Immaculate Conception Elementary School and 
Irvington’s public schools (Class of 1956).  He con-
tinued his education at Westchester Community 
College, and then joined the New York National 
Guard as an Aircraft Control and Warning Opera-
tor with active service in Germany with the 106th 
Tactical Control Squadron during the Berlin Crisis. 
In 1956, he began his employment with the New 
York Telephone Company, where he remained for 
thirty-four years, actively serving in a variety of po-
sitions, mainly in the Outside Plant Engineering 
Department. Prior to his retirement, he held the 
position of Area Operations Manager. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE GILLIGAN FAMILY, continued  

Central Railroad. 
 Blanche, a stenographer, married Raymond 
Shepard and had one daughter, Gloria. Blanche passed 
away at the young age of 30 and Gloria went to live 
with her Aunt “Sis.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 At the age of forty-six, the third Gilligan son, 
Frank, married Delia V. Dunleavy, affectionately 
known as Bridget, in Greenwich, Ct. They were 
blessed with the May 13, 1938, birth of a son, Frank X. 
Gilligan II, in Dobbs Ferry Hospital (now St. John’s 
Riverside Hospital Dobbs Ferry Pavilion). The new-
born, who was to be the only child of Frank Sr. and 
Bridget, had the distinction of being the first baby de-
livered by the young and newly established Irvington 
physician, Chesley Smith, M.D.!  
 At age sixteen, he worked as an apprentice in 
the composing room for Cosmopolitan magazine, 50 
South Buckhout Street (Trent Building), earning $20 a 
month. When he reached eighteen, he began working 
in the family painting and decorating business, taking 
over from his father in 1930, when the gross receipts 
for the year were $16,628.83! (As a young child, Frank 
X. Gilligan II fondly remembers standing on Main 
Street watching his father paint the flagpole on the 
Town Hall clock.)  Like his siblings, Frank Sr. was  
civic-minded and active in local government and the 
fire department. A member of the Irvington Board of 
Assessors, he was elected village treasurer with an an-
nual salary of $250.  

Frank X. Gilligan appears third from left, top row, 
in this school photo taken in 1893 or 1894 when he 
was 8 or 9 years old. 

Frank is known throughout the village as 
an avid tennis player and instructor. 
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Frank’s village involvement and service is com-
mendable.  A member and office holder (President 
1969-70, 1990-91 and Treasurer) of the Irvington 
Kiwanis Club, he also found time to serve on the 
Youth Advisory Council and as a volunteer coach of 
AYSO soccer, CYO basketball, and Little League 
baseball. As most Irvington residents are aware, 
Frank is an accomplished and masterful teacher of 
tennis. Village residents have benefitted greatly from 
his talents as tennis instructor for the Irvington Rec-
reation Center from 1990 to the present day.  
 For Frank, it has been a pleasure, a privilege, 
and a time of great enjoyment, and the experience of 
meeting and instructing so many residents of our 
friendly and beautiful village has been tremendously 
rewarding. A rough calculation of the number of 
people to whom Frank has imparted his knowledge 
of the game of tennis throughout his twenty-six 
years as an instructor borders on a staggering one 
thousand! In addition to his passion for tennis, he is 
also an ardent photographer and collector of stamps 
and coins. A loyal and dedicated member of the Ir-
vington Historical Society, he is a past member of its 
Board of Trustees.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Irvington Fire Department has been a 
vital part of the Gilligan family history and the col-
lective service of generations of its members to our 
village totals more than 178 years. During the fifty-
one years of Frank’s fire department membership, he 
has served as a department trustee as well as treasur-
er for twenty-five years! In recognition of his life of 
service to our village, Frank X. Gilligan II Day was 
officially observed in Irvington October 5, 2015—an 
amazing, beautiful, and richly deserved tribute to a 
remarkable Irvington native son and friend to all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 As many and as varied as Frank’s list of ac-
complishments and talents are, being a father to his 
two sons, James and Frank III, along with their re-
spective wives, Kim and Alyson, and Grandpa to his 
five grandchildren, Daniel, Tighe, Colleen, Sean, and 
Kyra tops them all.   
 We, as a village, are so thankful that Daniel 
Gilligan arrived in Irvington that fateful day in 1861, 
spent his youth and young adult life here, married, 
made the village his home all his days, and with the 
birth of his ten children, began a long line of amaz-
ing men and women, some still calling Irvington 
“home” in 2016—the Gilligans!         

—Barbara Kerr Carrozzi 

Mayor Brian Smith proclaims Frank X. 
Gilligan Day, observed October 5, 2015. 

Frank and his sons, James (l) 
and Frank  III. 
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HAPPENINGS 

 

 
 On Sunday, June 12th, digital photography 
teacher (and former student) at Irvington High 
School, Pat DiBenedetto, and four of his students 
were treated to a wonderful tour of the Octagon 
House with Joseph Pell Lombardi.  
 On a glorious day, the unique home looked 
resplendent, and the tour group (which also includ-
ed me and my wife), was amazed equally by the in-
credible home and by Mr. Lombardi, who was 
charming, gracious, and extremely knowledgeable. 

−Scott Mosenthal 

 

Coming This Fall: 
 

“Bowlers, Bonnets and Berets” 
 

Our new exhibit at the McVickar House 

 

  In June, Irvington High School seniors 
George Adams and Alex Eccles created a vid-
eo documentary for the Dows Lane third graders 
who will be moving up to the Main Street School 
this fall. The film, scripted by former IHS princi-
pal Scott Mosenthal, was designed to introduce 
the students to various historical sites on or near 
Main Street through interviews conducted by 
fifth graders Hudson Svigals and Kaitlyn 
Krieger. 
 Professor Neil Maher discussed the im-
portance of learning history; Irvington Historical 
Society President Pat Ryan spoke about McVick-
er House and encouraged students to visit the 
History Center. Main Street School principal 
Joyce Chapnick shared the history of the 1902 
school building; Mayor Brian Smith recounted 
the history of Town Hall and the Town Hall 
Theater. Irvington Library Director Rosemarie 
Gatzek and Children's Librarian Carolyn Gal-
lagher described the conversion of the former 
Lord and Burnham factory to what is now the 
village library, and Bob Connick reviewed the 
history of the Irvington riverfront, including Sce-
nic Hudson and Mattheissen parks. 
 The film was shown to all the Dows 
Lane third graders the last week of school, and 
reviews were uniformly positive.  Many thanks to 
Michael Hanna for loaning sound equipment. 
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cluding debates over gun control, aspirations for gen-
der equality, and effective political and economic 
strategies in light of the current presidential election 
campaign.  The students showed empathy for histori-
cal subjects, respect for each other’s views, and an 
understanding of the role of interpretation and per-
spective in historians’ accounts of the past.  
 Irvington Historical Society President Pat 
Ryan opened the evening, and Dr. Neil Maher and 
Dr. Patricia Bonomi, both history professors and 
members of the Society, provided commentary and 
distributed awards to the participants.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 High School Principal David Cohen describes 
the event as one of the “highlights of the year.”  “The 
symposium provides our students with the oppor-
tunity to share tremendous insights and understand-
ing around their research,” says Cohen.  
 The event honors the memory of Peter K. 
Oley, an elementary school teacher and track coach 
in the Irvington school district for more than 30 
years, who also served as president of the Irvington 
Historical Society and the official Historian of the 
Village of Irvington.  The students’ research and the 
exchange of ideas on hand that evening show Pete’s 
infectious enthusiasm for education and history had 
clearly been passed to a new group of Tomorrow’s 
Historians. 
  

 —Dr. Erik Weiselberg 

The Peter K. Oley “Tomorrow’s Historians”  
Student Research Symposium 
by Dr. Erik Weiselberg 

 On Wednesday June 1, more than twenty stu-
dents participated in the annual Peter K. Oley 
“Tomorrow’s Historians” Student Research Symposi-
um at Irvington High School.  That evening, students 
shared their findings from the research papers written 
for their social studies classes.  This year’s panel 
themes consisted of “Groups in American History,” 
“Guns, Drugs, Corruption and Whistleblowers,” 
“Cultural Landscapes,” and “Leadership and Eco-
nomic Policy in a Democracy.”  Social studies teacher 
Dr. Erik Weiselberg, who organized the event, asked 
panel members a series of questions before opening 
up the panels to the audience.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Specific topics included utopian communities 
of the nineteenth century, internment of Japanese 
Americans during World War II, Margaret Sanger’s 
crusade for reproductive rights, the war on drugs, 
journalism and the role of the free press in a democra-
cy, public architecture in early America, the politics of 
slavery in Texas history, and even the plasticity of 
Barbie dolls in shaping and reflecting American cul-
ture over the years.  One panel in particular discussed 
aspects of leadership by exploring the policies and 
practices of Theodore Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Huey Long, John F. Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, and 
others.  The presentation also incorporated local his-
tory, including discussions of Pete Oley and his lega-
cy, local landmarks, and famous local residents. 
 Students not only shared information about 
the past, but they also applied their insights gained 
from historical research to contemporary issues, in-

The standing-room-only audience  included 
fellow students, community members, and 
members of the Irvington Historical Society.  Maxine Ewing receiving her award from 

Dr. Pat Bonomi and Dr. Neil Maher. 
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Celebrate Irvington Day 
On June 19th the village streets were once again abuzz with music, tours, events, and people for Celebrate 
Irvington. This special day highlights Irvington’s rich history and encourages people to frequent our local 
establishments.   
 
The Historical Society was the focal point of the day’s festivities.  The Historic Trolley Tour was a huge 
success with some 150 passengers throughout the day. Visitors streamed into the McVickar House either 
before or after the tours to hear docents describe the current exhibit, dress up in period clothing, or shop at 
the Tag Sale. The walking tours offered by Sara Kelsey were a big hit, as always, with a great turnout.   
 
Irvington Town Hall was also the site of two exciting events. The winners of the “Walk Safe Irvington” 
PSA video contest were announced. In addition, the special twenty-minute HD color film depicting  
Irvington's 1972 Centennial Celebration was shown in a continuous loop throughout the afternoon. The 
film was introduced by the filmmaker, Robert Indorf. Filmgoers got to see Main Street, Astor Street, and 
Broadway as they once were, and catch the period outfits, the cars, and even a glimpse of President Nixon 
campaigning!  

  
 

The Historic Trolley Tour was a big draw for 
residents and visitors alike. 

Trolley docents Doug 
Wilson and Sue Rob-
inson sharing the his-
tory of the village. 

Aden Malone  being awarded his prize 
by Mayor Brian Smith for his video 
Crosswalk Hiphop starring his brother, 
Eliav Malone. 

Dressing up at the McVickar House. 

Margot Gordinier receiving her prize 
for her video Traffic Cone. 
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Save the Date! 
The Irvington Historical Society  

Annual Meeting 

Eric Foner, author of 
Gateway to Freedom: The Hidden History of  

the Underground Railroad  
Lecture and book signing 

 
Friday, October 21, 2016 

Main Street School Auditorium 
7:00 PM 


