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The Me Vickar House 
D ear Members: 

As, I'm sure, most of you kno \ " 
the Irvington His to rical Society has be­
gun the ex temive process invo lved in 
es tablishing the ~\'fcV ickar House as its 
futu re hu me. 

h e h usc, 131 , lain Stree , is a 2 
1/ 2 sto ry, wood frame, sing! famil}' 
st[Ucru re w ith a basem ot and fi eld­
stone fo undation . Buil t in 1853, it is 
one of the o ldest ho mes on J\h in 
Street. 

It's original o wner, (he R v. John 
NfcVicka r, was a dynam ic lcadl: I: in the 
Episcopal D iucc e of ew York. E-1 
\-vas [he first p rofessor uf Polirjcal 
E cono my at Columbia Cullege, twice 
'el-ving as its actin:' p resident and from 
1844 to 1862, he \vas chaplain to the 

nit d States furces at Fort Columbus, 
G overnor's Island, ew York. H ' was 
a good friend o f Was hington Jrving 
and corresponded w1th literary figures 
in E ngland and Scotbnd. 

In 18()9, k ickar married E liza­
be th (Eli za) Bard, daughter of Samuel 
Bard, ; LD., physician t G eorge Wash­
ington and founder of the Co llege of 
Pl~ysicians and Surgeo ns of the niver­
~ i cy o f the State of Jew York Qate r Co­

lumbia Physicians and Surgeons). John 
and E li za had 9 children , ~) nl y 3 of 
\\ ' hO!11 : urvivecl him. 

For a b rief period, the McVickar 
house served as the recto ry for .1 ohn 
McVickar's so n, the Rev. ~ ' iJli am u­
guStllS McVickar, during the co nstruc­
tio n of St. Barnabas Church and the 
stone R eto ry. 

T he Society is in the process o f ap­
plyi ng for landmark status for the 
l'vlcVickar House. 

COlltinl/ed 011 i'Ja..~(' 2 

T he McVickar House, built in 
1853, is believed to be the second 
oldest house on Main Street. 
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THE ROOST 

The MeVickar hlou.se, continued 

rOlllinliedJrrilll page 1 

T he k tch al ove shows tht: McVickar ho use as it 
appeareJ in the ea.rly 20 th enrur. The hu use is ill ustra­
tive of earl y development in the H udson Valiey. Th 
hOL1se is an intact representation o f transiti nal Roman­
ti style. o f G r ek Revival and G othic Revival p pLilar 
during the 19th cenrury. 1r is the hope o f th s ci ty to 
restore a number o f the house's originaJ features. 

T he o riPinal wood clap hoard siding has be n cov­
ered wilh asph alt shingles. T h e cla board is in good 
co ndi tio n and can be restored. T he gabled rouf i' cur­
rend), co ered with dcreriorated a ph alt shingles. T h 
rear porch is sLlpporred bv o ri inal ve rnacular Greek Re­
vi v;) 1 squ;1r column' with sim pli fied pedestal and capi tal 

molding de tail. 

Quatrefoil motifs embellish the front porch 

T here is a single Slory fu ll- \ idth porch on the fron t 
fa<,:ade. Tlus porch has a hip roo f and d corative carved 
\ 'ood columns with Hat-cut b rackets. T he saw cut bal­
uster detail s wi th th ir c\lla trefoi \ motifs arc an cady ex­
ample uf an "}\merican " or Folk Victorian style thal ca r­
ried into the twent.i eth cen turr. 

T he windows are original d o uble-hung, six­
over- six pane wood sashes , shu ttered wi th 
h.inged wood louver ' sc reens." 

D ecorati e carved v rg boards alan' the 
gable end s and trim alon,' the aves are sim pli­
fied G othic Re 'val fea tures. 

T he interior of the structure is in de terio­
ra ted cond itio n ancl will undergo ex tensive reno­
vation. A ny damaged structural framing will be 
repaired , and insulation, air vents ane! moisture 
barri rs wiH be installed. New mechanical sys­
tem s, sheet rn k and flooring will be install d . 

Village historian, Peter Oley, and local Ar­
chitect, Earl Ferguson, at an early inspec­
tion of the McVickar HOllse. 

T here is much \ ark [Q be d on but the ti r~ t 
steps luve been taken. T he ini tial responses 
have been trenerous and positive. iLi age resi­

~ c 

dents have been anxious t help in man: differ­
ent \ ays from histo rical research, to ar bitecrural 
plans and res tOratio n ad vice t the hands -o n ex­
pel,t ise of skilled c rafts men. We 1001- f( [ward to 
ille v n tU.re a11l.:ad . (!IJ 

I3d{)' G'~I!,/!/ [/:;;;;rO/7 

PrCJidm/ rl tlte Board rJj"TntJ!e(!J, 
In ilig/r)J7 HiJiol7ca/.\ociel)' 
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From Attics To Ar,chives 

By Pat Ryan 

O n. unda)" October 20th, th lr\';ngron !--ii. tor i­
cal Socie ty presented an exciting program hVhligh ting 
the () iery's extensi c: fashion collection . O n dj splay 
wcrc a wid, array o f m n" , women" and ch ildren's 
atti re from th 170{)' thro ugh the 19(JO's. j\ rt fu lk 
chos n and arranged by the Society\ curator, Barbara 
Sciulli , the exhib it a tfo rded a glimpse into thc way 
styl s and I.if -'tyLes ha\e changed 0 ' r the ia -r hun­
d red years. 

o mc o f th hjghligh ts of the show included a 
stunnlng array 0 O\' C [ 3 elr sses from the 19th and 
2()th century. T hose b low were d o na ted by Barbara 
Denye r. 

Dress of aqua silk 
decorated with embroi­
dered dcsign and 
white beads, circa 1920. 
Originally owned by 
Charity Griggs. 

Two piece, blue striped, 
silk taffeta gown, with 
an elaborately tucked & 
ruffled skirt made for a 
large bustle, circa 1870. 

Dress of gold satin 
with laced bodice and 
chiffon mille on the 
bustled skirt, circa 
1890. 

Barbara Denyer has a wonderful collec­
tion of vintage clothing which she fre ­
quently hares with the Society for spe­
cial program and events. 

l Is . Denye r, pictured above enj oying the event, 
\\'a~ on ' of tJle foundin~ trLl ~ tees o f the I" vi n, to n H is ­
tori e v SOCl ery. .h has a (Treat interest in textiles and 
clothing and i ' ,ill a l id and knowledgcabk co ilec r() r. 

T he J920" "Happel''' gmvn below, th ' ob ject of 
m any' oh's" and "ah 's", \Va ' do nated b y Sue Prior, 
who many remember as the Di rector of 1 rv ingro n's 

Children's T hear r. 

Elaborately beaded, iridescent sequined 
"Flapper" gown. 

on/illNed 011 page 4 
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F rom Attics to Archive§~ ontmu ed 

Continued from p atTe J 

In all 0 e r 75 items \ ere on d isplay at this po pular 
ev nt. A mong the ladies acccssorie were an assort­
ment of purses, and parasols, undergarments and 
shoes . i\ collection o f elabo rat la e shawls adorn d 
th high wall , of th Archive Room. 

Early 19th cennuy wedding shoes from 
the Havemeyer family, donated by 
Charles and Ann Elliott. 

There were also a n umber of men 's items o n vie\: 
including a tuxed , an A rd ' Iey Country Club jacket, and 
<1 :election of hats and canes. O f part icular in te r sr was 
a shi rt belonging to Washington I rvino-. The shirt, 
which the I Iistorical ociety recently had p res rved by 
the Texti le Conservation Wo rkshop. was donated by 

the \X7arnock fam ily 

An Exciting Coincidence 


Another popular collec tion, th e wide array o f 
baby clo the , lo ng white dresses of cotton an d silk, 
embroidered bibs and bonn ts and soft ~h es drew 
a QTear d eal of in terest. These items w re particu­
larly enhanced by the d isp lay of fa mily photographs 
provided I y Board member Joan Lobdell, w ho as­
sisted curator, Barbara SciulE, in mo unting the 
sho\ . W 

Members e n joyed exploring the many 
treasures in the Archive Room. 

Pal r~)'all iJ [/ ;Cf Presidmt o/the Board o/TmJ/ee.>. 
inJington i-fiJtorlm/ JodeD'. 

In 1Iav the I r ingron f-E , tori cal Society received a 
\Vo ndcrful ~ :o11ecrio n ~ f photograph of "Rochroanc", bet­

ter knowIl today as Bel t7.ho over or Halsey Castle. Amo ng 
th se, was th tr i kin~ pho tograph of rabella BeItzho o ver, 
circa 1915, sho wn at left.. A s fate , or chance, w )uld have 
it, the dress \.vhich Arabella Beltzhoover is waring in the 
photo was donated to the Society sho rtl befo re the exhibit 
by l\'far iannc M alTa. T he dress can be seen ado rn ing the 
resto red mann ' quin which appears on pacr 7. O!J 
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What's In A Name? 
By Peter Oley 

In previou issues of the Roost, 1 listed the 
derivation of the street names in the village 
proper. The name. are familiar, Buckbout, Cot ­
tenet, Dutcher and Grinnell and yet few of us are 
aware of the remarkable historie that these 
names represent. This series will take an in 
depth look at some of the "Irvingtonians" these 
streets are named after. 

Moses Hicks Grinnell was born in New Bed­
ford, Ma achu ett , in 1803, the ixth son of 
Cornelius and Sylvia Howland. In 1818, he 
went to New York and joined his brother Jo­
seph's shipping ftrm Fi h & Grinnel1. When Jo­
eph retired in ] 828, his place was taken by 

Robert Minturn and the firm became known as 
Grinnell, Minturn & Co. One of tbeir ships the 
famous clipper "Flying Cloud" performed an 
amazing feat of sailing on a voyage from New 
York to San Francisco, running over 433 miles 
in a single day. 

In L836, Grinnell married Ju lia Irving, 
daughter of William and Julia (Paulding) Irving. 
WiJliam was Washington Irving's brother. 
Moses and Julia had three children Irving, Julia 
and Fannie. Although we are un ure of exactly 
when Grinnell moved to Irvington, we do know 
tbat his villa "Wolfert's Dell" which was just 
north of Sunnyside, was built prior to 1849. 

Detail of GrinneU's villa "Wolfert's Dell", 
as it appeared in Edwin Whitefield's 
book "Hudson River Houses". 

Grinnell was elected a ' a Whig to the 
Twenty-seventh Congress (March 4, 1839 to 
March 3, 1841 ) and was a presidential elector on 
the Fremont ticket in 1856. 

Grinnell played an active role in the political 
life of New York City. He became president of 
the Chamber of Commerce in 1843 and on No­
vember 27, 1850, while serving in that capacity, 
he wrote a letter to his friend Secretary of State 
Daniel Webster requesting government employ­
ment for Italian patriot Giuseppe Garibaldi. He 
was also a member of the original Central Park 
Commission, President of the Merchant s Sav­
ing Bank and from 1860 to t865 he was a Com­
missioner of Charities and Conection. He was 
president of the Union Club from 1867 to 1873 
and was appointed naval officer of custom in 
1870-187 1. 

Grinnell was also involved in the . ocial is­
sues of his day. He gave li berally toward Dr. El ­
isha Kent Kane's Arctic expedition of 1853 in 
search of the 10 t Sir John Franklin Party. He 
contributed generously toward the National cause 
during the Civi l War and served on the Union 
Defense Committe . One interesting necdote 
tells of the time when Fort Sumter was attacked 
in Charle ton Harbor. Grinnell offe red to pay 
one-third of the cost of 400 men to reinforce the 
garrisons. The offer went to the President, but it 
was refused. Abraham Lincoln empowered Grin ­
nell in 1861 to act for the Navy Department in 
matters pertaining to "the forwarding of troops 
and supplies for the public defense." 

Grinnell wa recognized as a publiC·spirited 
citizen wh gave generously of his time and 
money. He was one of the merchant princes of 
New York and enjoyed the friendship of Daniel 
Web ter and William H. Seward. Grinnell di d 
in New York City on November 24, 1877. He is 
buried in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, Sleepy Hol ­
low, New York. 0J 

Peter OIl!)' is tbe Jmillgton r Ci/lage His/on·tlN. 
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Oral History Project 
By Gail VVeil er 

T he rrvi ngton Histori al Society is fo rming 
an O ral Historv Co mmittee to preserve the 
mem fi es , sto ries ;!nd p rsonal his tori s which 
chamcte ri zc Irvington. T hrough video-raped, 
digitized inte rviews, we can archi ve this informa­
tion to se c generations now ane! in the fueure. 

W e are compil ing a lis t of residencs, past and 
p rese nt, \ ho might share their remembrances o f 
pe( p ie, places and things that should no t be for­
go tten . If you know anyone who .. houle! b in­
cluded on thi s lis t, please let us know their narne, 

. .. p: ..., .. _ 

•. f.' - -. -.J~ ~-~~~~ 

telephone num ber or addres ', and if possible a 
short biographi 01 1 sketc h to aid the interview er. 

Committee volunteer:; are n eeded a' \ eLl 
for \'a rlous facets of th p roject. 1£ ro u are in ­
teres ted in helping, o r if yo u hav in formati()n 
or !l am es to shue p lease n tact Pat Bano mi , 
591-8052, e-mail, patbon aoLcol11, o r G ail 
\X'e il er, ()93-2023, - milil, drrichw@ ao1.com, o r 
information can be d ropped o ffin 'rso n at 12 
Main Slreet. (!8 

'{I11 Weiler l,r {/ ImJ/et' 0/ Ihe l l1-iI~~ton I-I /J'/orl([/1 

•- .. ... ... ... __ • -,.. . ~ 1 _ _ .- _ ~ - __ 

}\nnual Meeting 
The IrvinQton Hi ' tonca l Society's A nn ual Meering is scheduled f r F riday , Decem b I' () rh at 8 P .i\J., In 

the K nox A~lcli.to ri um, lr ington Presbyterian Church. An exciting and informative ev n.illg is plann d. 
Betsy G rigg' Wils() n, P r siden t o f the Board o fTru tees, will op n the meeti ng with th " Society's }\nnuaJ 

Report. T hi s will be fo Llowed b), nomina till ns and elections of O Hicers. ~ 

T he hi''thlight o f the evenino- will be a ta lk by historian and au tho r, Jobn 
teele G~rd(~n. Mr. Gordon'~ recent work .• i. Thread Across the l cean" tells 

m~~.
0 ~~~) = 

the storv o f a unilluC chapter in Am [i an hi story, tht: laying uf th e first trans­
Adamic' rdeg-raph able. Released by Walker & Company in July 20()2, this 

ork has been well received. "i\lr. G ordon's book is a masterly retelling of the 
cable ad enture, fill ed ""vith illumimting deta il abo ut th tim s and the peopl 
who made it hap pen.' (1 eJ/l Y ork Tilll(1J, JIID' 14, 20(2). he princip,lI force be­
hm.d this massive undertaking was lrvi.n/';ton resident C) rUji leld, and Gordon 
gives us a d etailed acco Llnt o f the 12 years and four faileJ attempts that Field 

ndured to br ing thi s pro ject t realization. 
J o hn Steele G ordon is the author o f se\' ral books o n Ameri an economic 

history. Jfe writes a r gular culumn "T he Business o f America" for / Jllleric{/ll 

Heritage magazine and can be heard regularly on Pub lic Radio Inte rnational's 
lvfarketplace. 

The tal k will be fo llowed bv a bo k sign ing. Tn addition, the I Ian' for rh 11cVickar House \\'i11 be on 
d isplay. T his should be an exciting evening. 'J ' e hope that many of our members will be able to attend . Cl8 
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Curator's Corner 
By Barbara Sciulli 

he ChaUenge of Restoration 

T he cura tor manages the Irvington Historical So i­
ery' archival co llectio n utiliz.ing a .cept d l1l1l$CU m and 
ubra ry standards and p ractic s. The Board uf Direc tors 
cs tal Ii hed these standards in 'ni e G uid elines ~ or 01­
leetion Management Pol icy. T he p urpose of rhese 
guideunes \ as to establish specific and onsistent p()li­
cies fo r acquiri ng, accessioning, and dca cessio ning 
items and cullectiom. T he pro ess of cataloging, label­
ing, fiJing, and p reparing obj cts f r ·torage may seem 
exacting and d ull , but each item b ri ngs its own ehal­
len;...e . 

The most recen t additi n t the archive did just 
that. Barbara Denyer, a enerous contributor to the 
H istorica l '0 iety, offered us a petite, size 4, ress­
maker's fo rm . he had r scued it man y years ago from 
the artic f Caro line D utcher. The form sto d in the 
damp, d us ty Dutcher artie for unknown years and in 
Barbara's attic since the re'c ue. It was s ilcd, ragged, 
rust\· and dustv, !o uld it meet the collection ob jec­
tiv ~ , th acquisi tion gu idelines, and could it be avcd? 

Mannequin re cued from the attic of 
Caroline Dutcher 

T he ' val uati n p rocess be\ 0 : ~ as the fo rm perti­
nent to the hi sto ry ofl rvington ~ Yes. I t had been in the 
possess io n o f one of I rvington's founciino- familie s, the 
D utchers. Tr \Va ' th first obj cr belo ngi ng to a fo und­
ing family to be offered to the sod ty. rt is an o b ject 
c mmon in maoy household s in a I ygo ne era and fi ­
nally, it could be vcry useful. 

Co uld the Fonn b rehab ilitated fo r o ur Llse? T his 
was a m re difficult qu estion . It deserved careful 

(outdoor) inspectio n. It was vacuumed . T h e nuts and 
bolts unscrewed despi te the n.lst. 11y sister D ian e and I 
arefully rem ved the ragged, to rn, dirty, p eling fabri c 

ever. Because we didn 't want to make the emb dded 
0:it fly, we used embroidery scissors and n .edlc nosed 
pliers to gently cut the fabric fro m nai.l and screw heads. 

.nder the "skin" was a fum pressed cardboard 
body, undamaged. T h > ~ rm has a sophisticated mecha­
ni sm that would allow her measurements t be adjusted 
fro m neck 0 hip in all d irectio ns. Because th min 
m etal strap and scrc\ . o f th e mechanism o r skeleton 
\V r ' rusted and fur the most part UnLTIOVa Ie, it will re­
main as it is, si7.e 4. 

T he rust was rem oved fro m its stand. I ts bas and 
ncck we re p rimed and painted, T he screw and nail 
h ads were sanded with steel w lo l >n a c ttOn swab t 

keep d eamnn· products fro m soaking into rhe cardboard 
b ely. i\ n ew fabric co vering ,vas ap p.lied an d it wul 

have several suits of " skin" in va rious hues , so it can 
comp li ment \.vhat ver o utfit it is m odcUng. 

T he mannequin was restored and added to the col­
lection because her his to r , provenance, and purpose 
met the:: requirem nts fo r accessio ning it m ', Shc now 
proucUy stan Is in the Archive Roo m mod eling a gown 

from the collec tion. 
\X'hat will the nex t challenge be? 0J 

A dress worn by ArabeLJa BeLzhoover, circa 1915, 
adorns the mannequin restored by the Society'S 
Curator, Barbara Sciulli. 
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Submissions 
T he Irvington Historical oci · 

ety is always looking for suitable 
material, whether his to rical essay 
or personal reminiscence, for T he 
Roo..!. We believe that many of our 
members have information or sto­

ries that would be of interest to 
lur readers. If you have a sugges­
no n or idea for an ar6cle, please 
contact Pat Ryan, 591-7809, e-mail 
jppjryan@aol.com. 

In addition, while eery effo rt 
is made to insure accuraC\ , , the 0­

ciety canno t assume responsibility 
for statements made by contribu­
tors. 0J 

,. i 

Wish List 
T he lrvington H isto rical Socie ty 

woul cllike to o btain the names and 
addres._es f former residents in or­
d r to share with them the news 
and plans fo r the kVickar House. 

I f you lmow of any former r si­
dents who miaht b in t res t din 
hearing ab( ut tbe Histo rical Soci­

ery's 11 w home, would you lot 
down tll eir names and addresses 
and mai l them to: 

Irvington H is to rical ociety 
PO Box 23 
Irvington-on-H udson, y , 

10533 

, 
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