
Dear Members: 
Most people think of Main Street 

and the off-Main side streets as a very 
special historic neighborhood. The 
charm of many of the old buildings on 
Main Street and the wonderful character 
of the homes “off Main” contribute in 
large part to what makes Irvington so 
special. The fact is that Irvington has no 
historic district, and there is no process 
currently in place in the Village to main-
tain this historic character. The Archi-
tectural Review Board can consider an 
application's impact on the historical 
character of the neighborhood, but it 
does so without any specific guidelines.  

In an effort to preserve our very 
unique historical character, the Village 
Board of Trustees appointed a commit-
tee to revisit the application process to 
establish a historic district in the Main 
Street area of Irvington. 

A proposed historic district, and 
the guidelines that usually accompany 
such a designation, often conger up a 
worst-case scenario and a host of misin-
formation. These districts and their 
guidelines can offer many advantages to 
a community without additional layers 
of approvals and without being onerous 
to property owners within the area. The 
establishment of such a district requires 
community input and the approval of 
the Board of Trustees. 

The newly established Irvington 
Historic District Committee (IHDC) is 
committed to seeking the community’s 
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help and assistance with this process. 
The IHDC will hold several informa-
tional discussions on the pros and cons 
of historic districts. When the process 
of developing guidelines begins, addi-
tional public discussions will be held. 
Your input is important in this process; 
please try to attend some of these 
meetings. 
 Your Historical Society Board 
of Trustees supports the preservation 
of the historical character of Irvington 
and the concept of a historic district. 
We will closely monitor the progress of 
the application and I will keep you in-
formed. 

A note of disclosure: I serve as 
co-chair along with Earl Ferguson on 
the Irvington Historic District Com-
mittee. I also serve as chairman of the 
Architectural Review Board.  

   Andy Lyons 
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Local Women in the Suffrage Movement — 100 Years Ago 

By Connie Kehoe 
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Lillian Nordica was, “recognized in every city in 

which grand opera was sung in her time,” and espe-

cially renowned for her, “vocal power, artistic com-

prehension and dramatic skill” (from her obituary, 

New York Times, May 12, 1914). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At the end of that concert, Mme. Nordica 

handed over more than a thousand dollars to support 

the work of the Hudson River Equal Franchise 

League. This kind of fundraising and support by a 

prominent performer for the suffrage movement was 

not a common occurrence at that time. Mrs. Henry 

(Helen Francis Garrison) Villard, the president of the 

League, who lived at Thorwood in Dobbs Ferry, said 

in her introductory remarks that she thought it was 

the first time that a great singer had offered to give a 

program for the benefit of suffrage. She also an-

nounced that, “Mme Nordica was ready to go 

through the fight until the end,” while the soprano 

stood by smiling and nodding in approval.  

 A quick look at the local women who orga-

nized this benefit concert in 1910 provides us, just a 

hundred years later in 2012, with a useful lens with 

 On the evening of June 16, 1910, excitement 

grew among the crowds on Ferris and Main Streets 

surrounding Irvington’s Town Hall.  Arriving on 

foot or in their touring cars, the locals positioned 

themselves within earshot of the open theater win-

dows.  The $8.00 ticket price ($224.00 today) meant 

only the fashionable “first families” of the area would 

be able to enter.  

 What event brought the Untermyers, Goulds, 

Villards, Beltzhoovers and other wealthy and re-

nowned families to Town Hall Theater that night?  

The answer: a famous opera diva and a controversial 

political cause. 

 The woman’s suffrage movement that had 

begun in Seneca Falls in 1848 had come a long way 

by that evening in Irvington in the summer of 1910. 

After more than sixty years of disappointments and 

struggle to achieve a woman’s right to vote, the 

movement was gaining popularity among women of 

notable families and, in some cases, their husbands, 

brothers, or fathers. To be sure, Irvington and its 

neighboring communities were home to plenty of 

wealthy and powerful families in 1910! 

 The opera diva who stepped on stage was 

Mme. Lillian Nordica, who lived in the gracious es-

tate Inanda in Ardsley-on-Hudson. She wore  “a pur-

ple gown, her diamond tiara, an emerald collar and 

earrings and more strands of diamonds than are usu-

ally seen even on the stage” (New York Times, June 

17, 1910).  An American of New England ancestry, 

Renowned opera singer 
Mme. Lillian Nordica 
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the Nordica concert, grew to be a very wealthy man 

and Fanny lived a very comfortable but busy life in 

her home which, gone now, stood atop the hill 

above today’s Masters School. She is known to have 

looked north from her hill to the one where her son 

Henry Hilgard was buried. Her surviving son, Os-

wald, became the owner/publisher of The Nation 

magazine and, at age 65 in 1909, Fanny stepped up 

to sign the first call for support of a new organiza-

tion, the NAACP, sending Oswald to attend the 

first organizational meeting.   

 Working with Fanny as officers of the local 

Hudson River Equal Franchise League were: Mrs. 

Walston H. (Eva R. Ingersoll) Brown, Mrs. Herbert 

S. Carpenter and Mrs. C. Loring (Letitia Neill) 

Brace. Events for the League were planned at the 

homes of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel (Minnie Carl) Unter-

myer, Mrs. Roswell (Anna Augusta Reed) Skeel and 

Mrs. Charles J. Gould. 

 The Untermyer and Gould names are well 

known here. Visiting the North Yonkers Untermyer 

Gardens or Tarrytown’s Lyndhurst (the former Jay 

Gould estate) in our time gives us a flavor of the 

privileged life the women in these families enjoyed. 

However, these families also were involved in many 

of the social causes of the day, besides suffrage. The 

Braces founded the Children’s Aid Society and are 

associated with the “orphan trains” – a well mean-

ing, if somewhat misplaced effort to relocate chil-

dren to farm families in the West. The Skeels cham-

pioned the cause of the Westchester Temporary 

which to view the suffrage movement in the early 

twentieth century. We also gain insight into some of 

the attitudes, passions, and behaviors in our little vil-

lage at that time.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mrs. Villard, known as Fanny, who stood on 

the Town Hall stage with Mme. Nordica, grew up 

immersed in the anti-slavery movement as the only 

daughter of the famed abolitionist orator William 

Lloyd Garrison. Although one branch of the wom-

en’s suffrage fighters were appalled when the Four-

teenth Amendment called for only male former 

slaves (and no women) to be granted the right to 

vote, Fanny was in the camp that believed that the 

two movements need not, and should not, be cou-

pled. Fanny, more of an incrimentalist, worked for 

state-by-state suffrage for women, while Susan B. 

Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton worked for a 

federal constitutional amendment, trade unionism, 

and divorce reform.   

 Fanny had four children and sadly buried one 

son at the young age of 7 in Sleepy Hollow Ceme-

tery. Her husband, Henry, who died ten years before 

Mrs. Henry Villard, president of the 
Hudson River Equal Franchise League 
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Home for Indigent Children (where cat o’ nine tails 

were sometimes used “too severely”) and the Carpen-

ters worked with needy families of Sing Sing prisoners. 

 These causes were pursued as volunteer work 

while the families made, and sometimes lost and re-

made, extensive fortunes in railroads, financing, law, 

Western development, and, in the case of the Walston 

Browns, aqueduct contracts between the Croton River 

and the Dobbs Ferry line! Henry Villard was the presi-

dent of the Northern Pacific Railroad and was one of 

the three officials who drove the final spike in 1883.  

 Eva Ingersoll’s father, Colonel Robert Green 

Ingersoll, bought a local property off Ashford Avenue 

overlooking the Hudson, where Walston and Eva 

lived, and where, on October 18, 1909, The World 

printed a photo of, “Suffragists at Rally in Home of 

Robert Ingersoll’s Daughter.” Pictured in long and 

high-necked dresses are Mrs. Reginald Jaffray, Mrs. 

Herbert Carpenter, Mrs. C. B. Hackley, Mrs. Ida 

Husted Harper, Mrs. Alice Fisher Harcourt, Mrs. 

Cortland Van Rensselaer, Dr. Anna Howard Shaw, 

Mrs. Walston H. Brown, Miss Julia Marlowe, Prof. 

Frances Potter, and Mrs. Alice Shaw.  

 In 1899 Mrs. C. B. Hackley deeded land, build-

ings and funds to the American Unitarian Association 

for the founding of a school for boys to be called 

Hackley Hall.  She also served on its board. Involved in 

many causes, Mrs. Hackley was also a regular donor to 

Tuskegee and other black schools in the South. 

 Mrs. Reginald Jaffray was the former Azuba 

Barney, born in 1873 in Irvington. She was the wife of 

Reginald Jaffray,  a grandson of E. S. Jaffray, for many 

years a leading dry goods merchant in New York 

City. They were married in April 1896. A week after 

they returned from their honeymoon, Reginald was 

running for the departing train when he fell under it. 

His leg was crushed and had to be amputated. Their 

home was The Lindens in Irvington. She was active in 

a number of causes, including the Red Cross and the 

Robin's Nest, a home for crippled children, in addi-

tion to women’s suffrage.  

 This gathering at the Ingersolls predates by 

six months the first New York City suffrage parade, 

on May 21, 1910. This Fifth Avenue parade grew to 

10,000 women, mostly in white dresses, three years 

later. One wonders if our local suffragists (a more 

popular descriptor than suffragettes at the time) had a 

hand in its planning.  

 To put the suffrage movement on a time line, 

it took another ten years after Mme. Nordica’s con-

cert before the Nineteenth Amendment to the US 

Constitution was ratified. On August 24, 1920, the 

Tennessee State Legislature became the 36th state to 

approve it and women across the country were final-

ly enfranchised.  

 Benefit concerts, lunch meetings in the 

homes of wealthy families, and parades alone did not 

achieve this. During those ten years, other women, 

such as New Jersey–born Quaker Alice Paul, orga-

nized bold and life-threatening actions. She and her 

relatively small group, the National Women’s Party, 

chained themselves to the fence in front of Wood-

row Wilson’s White House, engaged in hunger 

strikes, and were force-fed in the Occoquan Work-
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And the photo contest winner is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daphne Philipson 

View from Hudson House Window - 
Train Station in the Snow 

house near Washington, D.C.  Press reports of the 

harsh treatment of these women, and their public 

appearances in prison garb, led to a mass public out-

cry and pressure to support women’s suffrage grew 

to a much wider audience, resulting in Congressional 

and State Legislatures’ support.   

 By then, the incremental work of state-by-

state suffrage effort had begun to pay off. Before 

1910 only the Western territories of Wyoming 

(1869), Utah (1870), and the states of Colorado and 

Idaho (late 1890s) had passed suffrage amendments.  

But in 1910, the same year as the Irvington benefit 

concert, Washington State and California passed a 

women’s suffrage amendment. Between 1910 and 

1918, 11 more states yielded to the pressure of the 

suffragists. 

 Our local “first families” did play a key role 

in the multipronged 70-year effort to achieve voting 

rights for women. The next time I stand on North 

Ferris Street, I will try to conjure up the sounds of 

Mme. Nordica’s lyrical voice – a little Schumann or 

the air from Madame Butterfly – and put myself back 

to 1910, when those crowding into the theater had 

no idea that ten years later the progressive cause 

they were supporting would become the law of the 

land.  

Thanks to the Dobbs Ferry Historical Society and to Eliza-

beth Sadewhite, Local History Reference Librarian at the 

Irvington Public Library. 

 

Local Women in the Suffrage Movement, continued 
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Winter Wraps: Coats, Capes & Shawls 

The Roost 

 

 The latest Historical Society exhibit, Winter Wraps, opened 

at the McVickar House on September 8th.  Set against a charming 

Victorian backdrop, the exhibit showcases the society’s collection 

of fabulous capes, coats, and shawls.  As Curator Barbara Sciulli 

notes, “Over the years, we’ve presented many of our vintage dress-

es, gowns, and suits.  I thought it was time to share the beautiful 

outer wraps and evening coats as well.  I chose the Victorian theme 

because it’s always such a fun period to recreate.”  Come visit the 

McVickar House and view up close the sumptuous nineteenth-

century velvet and silk shawls and capes; the satin and feather-

bedecked Jazz Age garments; the ermine and mink capes and muffs 

in the Warnock Gallery; and much, much more.  Winter Wraps will 

be on display through February at the McVickar House. 

Blue file military-style jacket,  
c. 1880. 

A gathering of mannequins in late-nineteenth-century 
silk and velvet capes and evening coats. 

This mannequin is dressed in a black 
taffeta shoulder cape with ruched 
chiffon trim, c. 1850. 
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Winter Wraps: Coats, Capes & Shawls, continued 

  
 

 
 
 

A variety of evening wraps from different eras graces 
this wall. 

Photographs don’t do justice to this circa 
1890 navy silk file and black embossed vel-
vet cape, adorned with black jet beads. 

Take to the slopes in this green-
and-white ski suit from the 
1940s. 

Black velvet evening coat, c. 1930. 
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Winter Wraps: Coats, Capes & Shawls, continued 

One of the fabulous furs 
on display in the Warnock 
Gallery. 

Julia Barber’s ermine cape 
and muff, c. 1910, on display 
alongside a photo of her 
wearing them. 

An elegant black silk velvet 
caped jacket from the 1930s. 

Curator Barbara Sciulli and visitor Diana 
Selenow examine one of the earliest wraps 
during the exhibit’s Opening Day. 
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 Winter Wraps: Coats, Capes & Shawls is now on 

exhibit at the McVickar House.  Come see the Chan-

tilly lace shawl from c. 1850; silk velvet evening coats 

and satin capes from the 1930s; an ermine cape and 

muff from c. 1900; and velvet jackets and lace em-

bossed, and jet-beaded wraps styled to accommodate 

large hooped or bustled skirts.  These stunning piec-

es come from the Society’s Costume Collection. 

 An exhibit begins with an idea and a plan, 

much like building a house.  The genesis of the cur-

rent one began with the popular Frocks, Frills & Fur-

belows, which showcased gowns and dresses from the 

Society’s archive. Those attending wanted to see 

more of the collection.  Our gowns have been fre-

quently on display; outerwear, not so often.  Yet 

these coats mirror the style, fabrics, and decorations 

of every fashion era—and we are fortunate to have 

wraps dating from 1840 through the 1950s. 

 Unlike architecture, an exhibit plan serves as 

a guide, taking into account such considerations as 

the decorating theme; the available budget for 

mounting, printing, and publicity; the lighting; and 

the selection of garments. Are there a variety of styles 

and periods represented?  How will they be dis-

played?  What dress or skirt will compliment the coat 

or shawl?  How many mannequins will fit in the 

space? Do the tall ones block one’s view?  Is there a 

clear path for the public?  Where do we put the labels 

and what information should these contain? Is an 

exhibit guide needed?   

 Decorating in the chosen Victorian theme is 

fun.  The era is eclectic, and includes fancy and fine 

items as well as rustic Adirondack style.  It spans 

many years, from 1830 to the early twentieth century.  

Feathers, fans, candles, tassels, roses, lace, beads, 

rugs, fringe, fur, and jewels are stacked, layered, and 

hung from every surface.  This busy background sup-

ports the elegant wraps, along with a Victorian 

Christmas tree, decorated with handmade ornaments.  

The exhibit is a feast for the eyes. 

 Many volunteers executed the plan during the 

month of August under my guidance.  These include: 

George Adams, Barbara Carrozzi, Marion Connick, 

Barbe Crowley, Ellen Devlin, Joan Lobdell, Andy 

Lyons, Claire Mastrionni, Michael Penta, Ginny 

Read, Mary Scandura, and Betsy Wilson.  Their re-

search and skills enhanced the exhibit; the Society is 

fortunate to have such a dedicated and talented team.   

We need you and your talents.  You could 

contribute to our upcoming exhibits:  Spring 2013, 

Irvington High School Theater: a view from 

backstage, curated by Thom Johnson with the assis-

tance of Michael Penta, Diana Selenow, and Larry 

Corio; and Fall 2013, Maps, curated by Ginny Read.  

Do you have an idea for 2014?  Do you enjoy re-

searching or decorating?  Can you type?  Can you 

mount or frame material?  Do you have items to 

loan?  Call 591-1020 and leave us a message if you 

are interested.  

 WINTER WRAPS will be open through Feb-

ruary 2013.   
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 If you have visited any of the exhibits at the 

McVickar House since its October 2007 opening, you 

have seen the creative talents of Joan Lobdell. She has 

assisted in mounting every exhibit, alongside Curator 

Barbara Sciulli, whom Joan credits with teaching and 

mentoring her in the art of display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Joan began life in Brooklyn, N.Y., daughter of 

Ronald and Lois Morgenstern, and lived for a time in 

New Jersey before her parents moved in 1930 to their 

new home on Hillside Terrace in Irvington. She com-

pleted grades 1–12 at what is now the Main Street 

School; all grades were then housed in the one build-

ing!  After spending a year at St. Lawrence University, 

she enrolled in the Philadelphia School of Occupa-

tional Therapy where she completed her studies. Her 

work history was extensive and varied; in the early 

days of her career providing care and treatment for 

children with cerebral palsy and other handicaps, 

while the later years were devoted to geriatric patients.  

 While a student, Joan met James Lobdell, but 

their paths took different turns.  Some years later they 

reestablished contact, a romance blossomed, and in 

1948 they wed in St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal 

Church (now the Isabel K. Benjamin Community 

Center) on the corner of Main and Eckar streets.  Up-

on Jim’s graduation from dental school, they moved 

from their apartment at the University of Pennsylva-

nia to Fairfield, Connecticut, Jim’s hometown. With 

the establishment of Jim’s dental office in Southport, 

and the arrival of two sons, Keith and Kent, they 

moved to a larger home in Easton, Connecticut, 

where they continued to reside until 1963 when the 

couple moved back to Joan’s childhood home to as-

sist with the care of her aging parents until their pass-

ing. Jim and Joan later brought Jim’s mother to live 

with them and, following Jim’s death in 1994, Joan 

continued to care for her mother-in-law until her 

passing at the age of 99 and a half.   

 With the move back to Irvington, Joan was 

asked by Carolyn Stifel to help with a rummage sale at 

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church. Being Joan, she said 

yes, later joining the church where she remains an ac-

tive member of the congregation. Another invitation 

came her way through former Irvington resident Kate 

Buford, who asked if she would like to become a 

member of the Irvington Historical Society. Thankful-

ly for the Society, she did! Since the mid-1990s, she 

has served wherever and whenever, asked.  She has 

been a Trustee on two separate Boards, completing 

two six-year terms; an active volunteer in the mount-

ing of the first exhibit at the McVickar House in 2005, 

A Profile of Joan Lobdell 
By Barbara Carozzi 
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A Profile: Joan Lobdell, continued 

Women’s Work Plain and Fancy; as well as the curator 

of the exhibit Choring Around the House in Fall 2007.  

Besides her volunteerism at the History Center, 

many other activities occupy Joan’s time. An interest 

in antiques led her to acquire many items over the 

years. “Without even trying,” Joan states, she be-

came a collector of salt shakers, pitchers, demitasse 

cups, and dolls, to name just a few. Her hobbies in-

clude eggery (highlighted in the Spring 2012 edition 

of The Roost), loom weaving, gardening, and Bargello 

needlework.  She has written articles for The Roost on 

such topics as “Early Days in Cedar Ridge” and 

“Shopping on Main Street,” as well as presenting a 

program at the Irvington Community Center:  Dolls 

and the History of Dolls.  

A loving mother, mother-in-law, grandmother of 

three, and great-grandmother of one, this amazing 

woman stays very involved with life and the life of 

her community. Joan recently attended her 70th Ir-

vington High School Class of ’42 reunion and will 

celebrate her 89th birthday in April 2013. If you are 

looking for her, you’ll likely find her most Tuesdays, 

and probably a lot of other days, at the McVickar 

House or at our archives, sorting through new ac-

quisitions, readying them for cataloguing, or work-

ing on any other task she is asked to do. What a 

blessing she is!    

 Barbara Carrozzi is a member of the Irvington  

Historical Society’s Board of Trustees. 

Annual Meeting 
Irvington Historical Society 

Friday, November 16, 7:30 p.m. 
Calvin Auditorium, Irvington Presbyterian Church 

 
Special Guest Speaker: 
 

Kenneth T. Jackson, Professor of  History at  
Columbia University and author of  many  
books including The Encyclopedia of  New York City. 
Mr. Jackson’s talk is titled “America Begins in New  
York: The Empire State in the National Narrative.” 
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   Coming in March to the                         
McVickar House 

  
Irvington High School Theater:  

a view from backstage  
Curator Thom Johnson, assisted by Michael Penta, Larry Curio & Diana Selenow 

If you have any memorabilia or anecdotes to be considered for this exhibit  please contact: us now:         
Irvington Historical Society                                                                                                              
c/o Theater Exhibit                                                                                                                        
Box 23                                                                                                                                              
Irvington, New York 0533 


