
Dear Members: 
 As we leave 2012—and Hurri-

cane Sandy!— behind and look to 2013, 
the Historical Society has much to be 
thankful for. Thank you, our members, 
most of all for helping us to save our 
flood-damaged archives. So much 
would have been lost if it weren’t for 
your generous support.  
  All the various Society commit-
tees have hardly missed a beat in spite 
of the “archive disaster.”  The Roost 
committee has done a terrific job with 
this issue, bringing you up to date on 
the disaster recovery work of the Col-
lections and Exhibits and Building and 
Grounds committees. The Program 
committee presented historian Eric 
Foner’s fantastic lecture last month on 
“Abraham Lincoln and American Slav-
ery.” They have also been busy planning 
more great events for the upcoming 
year with the Education and Children’s 
Workshop committee.  Supporting the 
efforts of all these committees, our Pub-
licity, Mailing, and Hospitality commit-
tees work tirelessly on behalf of their 
colleagues.  The Photo Contest commit-
tee is busy planning for this year’s This 
Old House theme. The Budget commit-
tee is preparing our budget for the year 
and the Docent committee ensures that 
the McVickar House is open for you to 
visit our exhibits. The Museum Store 
committee keeps the shelves stocked 
with lovely gifts and keepsakes for our 
guests. Our Technology and Media 
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committee continues to edit and con-
vert outdated-format media to DVDs 
for our archives. 
  Lastly and most importantly, 
the Membership committee is in the 
midst of its 2013 drive. Your dues sup-
port the efforts of the Society board 
members and the volunteers who ac-
complish all this committee work.  We 
are so thankful for all their dedication 
to the Historical Society and to our 
membership.    

If you haven’t already done so, 
please take a minute to fill out a mem-
bership renewal card as a way of say-
ing, we support what you do.  And 
please remember that you do not have 
to be a board member to join one of 
our committees.  We welcome your 
time, energy, and talents.  Thank you 
so much. 

Andy Lyons, President 
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On Monday, October 29, the storm surge 
from Hurricane Sandy pushed water all the way to 
the foot of Main St.  There was nearly 40 inches of 
water on the ground-floor level of Bridge Street – it 
was a disaster. When I checked the next day, I could 
see that the power was out and the ground floor of-
fices were destroyed. Our archives were a mess. Wa-
ter came up to the second shelf and everything was 
strewn about.   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

I checked again on Wednesday. The power 
was still off and the building was still inaccessible but 
I was able to put out a call for help. We would finally 
be able to get into the space on Thursday. 
Our first job was to bag and toss debris. I asked vol-
unteers to bring emergency items that we would need 
– gloves, battery powered lights, area light if possible, 
hi-top shoes or boots because of mud and puddles. 
In addition, I gathered trash bags, lights, and breath-
ing masks. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Archive damage—Day one 

   Reviewing the damage 

         Irreparably ruined items 

We were fortunate to have shelves to the ceil-
ing and everything above four feet was untouched.  
Many things below the four-foot level had been de-
stroyed, but much could be salvaged. 

A small party started working at the Archive 
and dealing with the cleanup. In the dark we re-
moved all of the debris and separated the irreparably 
ruined items.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
The damage was so extensive, we had to 

move the entire Archive. I obtained space on the 
third floor – fortunately with a freight elevator – of 
the “Hudson Blue building”- the cinder block build-
ing just south of the Trent building on Astor St. Our 
plan was to move the salvageable items first, then the 
undamaged items, then the racks and shelves. 

  Exploring a new space 
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Over the next couple of weeks we boxed 
some of the dried out Pharmacy Collection for later 
cleaning and restoration, as we needed to make 
room for our Amzi Barber Collection, which was 
quite extensive. Barbara, now with lights and heat, 
worked on the clothing collection - first cleaning the 
cottons and then tackling some of the men’s cloth-
ing. The shelving that was left in the old storage 
space at Bridge Street was cut down and recon-
structed in the new location.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 The final step in securing our temporary Ar-
chive was to have a six foot cyclone fence installed. 
This was completed several weeks ago; we now pro-
ceed with the slow and steady work of reorganizing 
and restoring the collection. 

 
 

 

 

 

    Andy Lyons 
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On Friday and Saturday we moved the sal-
vageable items and began to spread things out for dry-
ing. The clothing that was damaged was moved to 
Barbara Sciulli’s home, which was still dark! Barbara 
had already been working on repairing textile items 
there, rinsing and hanging items to dry.  

On Sunday, Dave’s Moving collected all the 
dry items on the upper shelves and brought them to a 
separate area in the new location. All of this work was 
done in the dark with lanterns.  It was too dark to dis-
mantle the shelves and racks, so they had to remain in 
the old spot.   

The next week was a busy one. The items that 
had dried out needed to be put in boxes to make 
room for additional drying, as even more items need-
ed to be laid out.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Shelving needed to be moved to the new loca-

tion and additional shelving units donated by Debo-
rah Flock’s father were moved and assembled. 
We were also in touch with valuable outside resources 
to make sure our salvage efforts were correct. Irving-
ton resident Margret Lawson, a paper conservator, 
was most helpful. We also met with art preservation 
consultant Rachael Arenstein. 

 

Sorting and drying 

Paper conservator 
Margaret Lawson  
examines damaged 
items. 

  Damaged items in new space. 

Fence and shelving installed. 
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 It was clear early on that we would need some 
conservation experts to come in and evaluate the 
items damaged by Superstorm Sandy and make rec-
ommendations for restoration. So we immediately 
applied when Historic Preservation, a public policy 
organization dedicated to preserving the cultural, his-
toric, and scientific heritage of the United States, an-
nounced the 2013 Emergency CAP Assessments for 
museums that sustained damage from Sandy.  
 After submitting an extensive application, we 
received an emergency grant from CAP. On Thurs-
day, January 17 and Friday, January 18, Rachael Per-
kins Arenstein, a professional associate member of 
the American Institute for Conservation, came to us 
to assess the damage to artifacts in our archives after 
Sandy swept through in October. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rachael first visited us at the McVickar House 
to look over our various emergency preparedness 
procedures and to view the current exhibit.  While 
there, she examined a number of books that had been 
water soaked. She also noted the extensive damage to 
a valuable pastel painting and recommendations for 
restoration will be included in her report. Along with 
curator Barbara Sciulli, she examined several pieces of 
clothing, a portion of the larger damaged clothing/
costume collection.  After lunch Barbara Sciulli, Andy 
Lyons, Pat Ryan and I went with Rachael to the tem-
porary archive storage area on South Astor Street to 
look over all the damaged items which had been kept 
separated from the dry collection.  At that time sever-
al items were put aside for Arenstein and a colleague 
to work on the next day. 
 

  Ann Baldwin, a paper conservator, joined 
Rachael the following day to view the soiled books 
and other ephemera at the McVickar House. These 
books had received emergency preservation efforts 
by board member Ginny Read, who had taken the 
books home and put some in her freezer. Others she 
dried slowly, putting paper toweling in between each 
of the pages and replacing the toweling often. A light 
fan was kept on the books for several weeks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ann was pleased with these efforts and be-
lieved they helped preserve some precious books sat-
urated in the storm.   
 We again headed down to the new archives, 
where Rachael demonstrated a cleaning process on a 
leather top hat box, vacuuming it with a special ma-
chine and then wiping it with a small sponge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examining damaged items with 
Rachael  Arenstein. 

Ann Baldwin examines books at the 
McVickar House. 

Cleaning a leather top hat box. 
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 She then worked on cleaning some of the 
pharmaceutical collection bottles, and had us join in 
the effort.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ann demonstrated how to humidify and de-
contaminate paper, and she and Barbara worked on 
several moldy books and a special piece of paper 
which recorded the will of Rachel Mann, seamstress 
to Washington Irving.  The paper restoration process 
is very time consuming but, of course, very important 
in the preservation of these irreplaceable items. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The visit of these two professionals was very 
thorough and helpful for us neophytes.  We are ready 
now to continue the cleaning process and look for-
ward to working with the many volunteers who have 
offered to help. 
    Betsy Wilson 
  
  
 At my house, the power goes out.  A limb 
has crashed through the roof into our kitchen.  Half 
a mighty oak has blown down and the road into our 
neighborhood is blocked.   
 A day or so later, when the road is passable, 
there comes a knock at my door.   Andy Lyons re-
ports that the Archive is flooded and volunteers are 
needed.   He sends out urgent messages to the Ir-
vington Historical Society Board members, though 
most are still without power (and Internet access) 
themselves.  
 I arrive at the Archive.  All is dark, wet, 
slippery, and muddy.  The interior walls are being 
taken down and there are bags of debris every- 
where. Apart from the shock, it is all very, very sad. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 A gang of volunteers work by lantern light,  
slogging through the water, which had reached just  
below the third shelf.  The wet material is inventor- 
ied, bagged, moved, or disposed of.  The aisles are  
cleared and the floor mopped; evaluation must wait  
for later. 

Reflections on the Archive and Hurricane Sandy, continued 

Barbara Sciulli uses a hepa vacuum to clean 
a glass bottle. The Society has recently pur-
chased one of these specialized vacuums to 
help in our efforts. 

Ann Baldwin setting up 
a “bath” to humidify 
damaged and curled 
paper. 

Curator Barbara Sciulli ex-
amines items on that first 
day. 
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 I bring 20 bags of wet textiles and clothing  
home to dry, laying items over railings or hanging  
them on clotheslines.  The weather turns sunny and  
breezy but the drying still takes three days.  Pieces of  
acid-free-tissue-covered clothes and bits blow all over  
my deck and yard.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 On to cleaning:  the cotton items and wool  
items are washed and dried.  Many garments are sent  
out for multi-step dry cleaning.  Fragile or damaged  
pieces are untreated and boxed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 Every item in the Society’s collection is  
tagged with a catalog, box, and shelf number.   Many  
of these identification tags are missing; the ones that  

survive are so water-soaked that the numbers are  
illegible.  We’ve spent the past few months re- 
identifying and renumbering the flood-ravaged  
items.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The temporary Archive continues to be  
organized.  The original cataloging of the collection 
includes a detailed description, history, and  
identification of each item.  A complete inventory  
will be done.   
 We will know what has been damaged and  
what has been lost.  The integrity of the collection 
will be maintained. 
  
    Barbara Sciulli 
  
 

Clothing set out to dry at Barbara 
Sciulli’s home. 

Damaged item of clothing from  
the collection. 

       Water soaked labels. 

Barbara Sciulli and Rachael Arenstein  
examine a spinning wheel for mold. 
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A Profile of Harriet Gamper 
by Barbara Carrozzi 

  
 

 
 
 

Harriet Gamper has lived in the village of 
Irvington more than 50 years and loves it as much 
today as the first day she moved into her home with 
the breathtaking views of the majestic Hudson River. 
A native of Ohio and an alumna of Ohio Wesleyan 
University (as were both her parents), she began her 
career as a dietician at Christ Hospital in Cincinnati. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a young working woman, she met her fu-

ture husband, Charles Gamper, on a blind date! In-
vited out for the evening by a girlfriend to join her 
and her date and another young man, Harriet was 
initially disinterested until she heard they were going 
dancing.  “Chuck,” as Charles was known, was a very 
good dancer, as was Harriet, and they ended up hav-
ing a wonderful time.  The “blind date” led to more 
dates and eventually marriage—beginning their mar-
ried life together in Delaware, Ohio, where Chuck 
taught navigation at Ohio Wesleyan University to 
World War II servicemen. From Ohio, they moved 
to Washington, D.C., where Chuck worked for the 
State Department. Due to a medical condition, he 
was not eligible for active military service, but he ful-
filled his obligation to his country by working in vari-
ous government positions. When the war was over, 
he was offered the opportunity to work for the Unit-
ed States Embassy in Costa Rica, where the Gampers 
moved with their two small children, Joanne and Da-
vid, remaining there for several years.  

The young family endured many moves as 
Chuck’s career evolved, and they soon found that yet 
another career move and another place to call home 
was on the horizon. At first, Harriet and Chuck 
thought they might settle permanently in New Jersey 
or upstate New York, but, while Harriet remained 
behind with the children, Chuck ended up renting a 
room in a large home in Irvington owned by a wom-
an named Mrs. Melton. As Harriet related the story, 
her husband initially thought Mrs. Melton was an 
unassuming, genteel Southern lady when, in fact, she 
was a very adept woman involved with real estate. 
Upon Harriet’s and the children’s return, Chuck told 
Harriet that she just had to meet Mrs. Melton, whom 
he found to be quite an interesting woman, and 
someone who might be able to assist them in finding 
a home to purchase. They drove to her home, and 
while still in the car in her driveway, Mrs. Melton 
came rushing out of the house to them saying,  
“Don’t get out of the car. I have just the place for 
you!” 

 
  Mrs. Melton was right! Harriet and Chuck fell 
in love with the gardener’s cottage on Ralph Mat-
thiessen’s estate and agreed to purchase it on the 
spot. As Harriet said, “After thirteen moves, I was 
more than ready to put down roots.” There they hap-
pily established their home, raised their children, and 
became involved residents of the village. 
 
  For many years, Harriet and Chuck enjoyed 
traveling to places far and near, as well as participat-
ing in an active social life with neighbors, friends, 
and family. Harriet’s memories of days past are many 
and varied. She fondly related some of the great 
times held in the courtyard of her residence (“the 
Gulch”), such as the occasion of fellow neighbors 
getting together for a square dance complete with 
caller, band, speakers, and a keg of beer, and, after 
Christmas, “the burning of the Christmas trees” in a 
field near her home, complete with a huge bonfire 
and hot homemade wassail.   
  



8 

The Roost 

8 

 

A Profile of Harriet Gamper, continued 

 
 
 
 
 

Irvington Historical Society’s  
Fifth Annual Photo Contest - 

This year’s theme - 
 

“This Old House” 

 

Get those cameras clicking! 

Sadly, at the age of 64, Chuck succumbed to a 
heart attack; his passing leaving a huge void in his 
family and the village.  As a widow, Harriet recalled 
how meaningful and blessed she was to have the sup-
port of family and friends and the community at large. 
She continued to play an active part in local events, 
along with returning to college at age 65 to obtain her 
Master’s degree in archeology.  Always a student of 
history, she found projects dear to her heart in pre-
serving open space in the Irvington surrounds, advo-
cating for a clean and environmentally safe Hudson 
River, playing an active role in the restoration project 
at Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hollow, as well as any 
other causes that involved keeping Irvington a 
“country village.”  Harriet was an active supporter of 
the Boy and Girl Scouts, an involved PTA member, 
and a founding board member of the Donald Reed 
Speech and Hearing Center at Phelps Hospital, to 
name a few.      

Harriet will celebrate her 99th birthday on 
March 5, 2013.  Always health conscious, she contin-
ues to live an active lifestyle:  exercising daily, walk-
ing outdoors, dining at ALL of Irvington’s fine res-
taurants, enjoying a keen sense of humor and posi-
tive attitude, worshiping at the Irvington Presbyteri-
an Church, and enjoying the love and lives of her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She repeated-
ly speaks of how blessed she is to have married the 
man she loved; been blessed with her children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren; and to have 
moved so many, many years ago to the beautiful 
“country village” of Irvington.  How blessed we are 
to have this loving and giving woman in our village! 
Indeed, an inspiration! 

     
    Barbara  Carrozzi 
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 On the evening of February 15th, the Irving-
ton Historical Society welcomed an enthusiastic audi-
ence to Irvington’s Main Street School to hear the 
distinguished American historian Eric Foner deliver 
an informative presentation entitled, “Abraham Lin-
coln and American Slavery.”  Foner is the DeWitt 
Clinton Professor of History at Columbia University 
and a former president of the American Historical 
Association. In 2011, he was the recipient of a Pulitz-
er Prize for his volume, The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lin-
coln and American Slavery, the subtitle of which provid-
ed the theme of his presentation.    
 
 Following a brief welcome from Andy Lyons, 
Historical Society president, Professor Foner was 
introduced by historian and IHS member Pat Bono-
mi, who noted several of his many literary and aca-
demic achievements.  Among Foner’s best-known 
works, Bonomi cited Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: 
The Ideology of the Republican Party Before the Civil War 
(1970); Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 
1863-1877 (1988); and his Pulitzer Prize–winning 
volume mentioned above, published in 2010. The 
latter work, along with his volume on the period of 
Reconstruction, also won the Bancroft Prize.  Bono-
mi also mentioned that Foner has taught abroad at 
Cambridge University as Pitt Professor of American 
History and Institutions, and at Oxford University as 
Harmsworth Professor of American History. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Foner then offered an examination 

of Lincoln’s political career that revealed his “process 
of growth.” He focused on Lincoln’s ability to work 
with and listen to both opponents and supporters, 
and on how that ability enabled him to engage the 

broad support needed to abolish slavery and recog-
nize blacks as American citizens, thus assuring their 
equal right to the pursuit of happiness and enjoyment 
of the fruits of their labor.  Lincoln’s ability to ac-
complish what he did while presiding over a country 
divided, since 1861, by the Civil War proves his 
greatness as a leader. As Professor Foner noted, it 
was not just the stroke of a pen, as in Lincoln’s issu-
ance of the Emancipation Proclamation, but his abil-
ity to engage all parties over time that demonstrated 
his leadership ability.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
  
 Professor Foner’s presentation was followed 
by a lengthy and lively question-and-answer session 
and an opportunity to purchase an inscribed copy of 
his Pulitzer Prize–winning volume.  
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IRVINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SPRING, 2013 
 

 

 Thursday, March 28 Collage Workshop for Kids 
 1-3p.m. History Center Create a framed collage from 
 Ages 8 & up   old Irvington postcards and maps. 
      Reserve a space (591-1020), class  
      size limited to 12.  $5 material fee. 
 

Sunday, April 21  The Story of Anne Hutchinson 
4:00p.m. Library  “The most famous woman in colonial

 Program Room  American history.”  A talk and arti-
      fact display by Tom Vasti. 
 

Wednesday, May 29 Annual “Tomorrow’s Historians” 
7p.m. High School  Student Research Symposium 

 
June     Watch for news about a talk   

      and walking tour at Sleepy Hollow     
      Cemetery. 

   
 Summer     PHOTO CONTEST    
      Theme For 2013: 

      “This Old House” 
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The Old Croton Aqueduct 
By W. Knight Sturges 
Reprinted from The Roost, June 1977 

   
 After many discussions over a period of 
many years about possible ways of improving 
New York City with a dependable and wholesome 
supply of water, the survey of what is today the 
Old Croton Aqueduct by a corps of seventeen en-
gineers was begun in July of 1835. During that 
summer and fall they staked out the lake that 
would be formed by the damming of the Croton 
River as well as the whole line from the Croton to 
the Harlem. This dam is not the one we see today, 
but was about three miles further up the river. I am 
told its remains could be seen above water during 
the drought years of the 1960’s. The line of the 
future aqueduct was re-surveyed in the following 
summer by which time, needless to say, great local 
opposition to the project had developed despite 
which the work went ahead. Four resident engi-
neers were appointed between whom the responsi-
bility for carrying out the great undertaking was 
divided. Construction of the thirty-three miles 
from the Croton to the Harlem Rivers was started 
in 1837. 
 
 The aqueduct tunnel itself is a combination  
of a brick horseshoe arch resting on a shallow in-
verted segmental arch, the two arches together 
having a combined height of 8’- 5½” and a maxi-
mum width of 7’-8”. Air shafts rising to a height 
of fourteen feet above ground are set at intervals of 
one mile. According to the official description, 
every third one can be entered for purposes of in-
spection. In addition, gate valves, housed in rec-
tangular structures, may still be seen at fairly infre-
quent intervals along the length of the aqueduct. 
 
 The pitch, or slope of the tunnel was very 
slight − only a matter of 13¼ per mile − and the 
rate of flow correspondingly slow. According to 
Edward Wegmann’s Water Supply of New York 
City, at a depth of eighteen inches it was about 1½ 
miles per hour; at a depth of four feet it was  

 
approximately two miles per hour. According to Os-
sining’s historian, Carl Oechsner, the rate was deter-
mined by “floating billets of wood from the Croton 
Dam to the Harlem River and noting the passage of 
time.” 
 
 There are a number of places where the  
aqueduct is cut through living rock. A tunnel exists 
at Yonkers, maybe more than one, where it turns 
east to enter the valley of the Saw Mill River; anoth-
er runs under Cedar Street in Dobbs Ferry, another 
just north of the great span over Kill Brook in Os-
sining, and still another near Quaker Ridge Roand 
in Croton. However, what is fascinating to me about 
the Croton Aqueduct  − what constitutes its chief 
charm − is the way it follows so closely the contour  
of the land, weaving its way along the hills and val-
leys of the Hudson and here and there taking mighty 
strides, as it does over Barney’s Brook here in Ir-
vington. I think with envy and admiration of those 
surveying parties of 1835 and 1836; envy for the 
sight of the country as it must have been then and 
admiration for the skill of the engineers who plotted 
the aqueduct’s course. How did they plot its almost 
imperceptible grade mile after mile? But it is not 
only beautiful because of its subtle changes of direc-
tion and the variety of outlook it affords: it is a 
monument to early American engineering technolo-
gy. 
 
 The total drop from the old dam at Croton to 
the distributing basin which occupied the side of the 
present New York Public Library was only forty-
seven feet. Charles King in his Memoir of the Old 
Croton Aqueduct of 1843, the year, by the way, the 
Croton water was first used in New York City, took 
pride in pointing out that the level of the water was 
“seven feet ten inches higher than the highest build-
ing in the city.” 
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